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Comment on Statement by Professor Carl Reinhold Bråkenhielm in the Film “Into Eternity” 
 
Statement by Professor Carl Reinhold Bråkenhielm 
 

“This is something that ought to be the responsibility of all citizens irrespective of 
whether they like nuclear power or not. Linking the issue of nuclear waste* with 
nuclear power could easily divert attention from the material which we have and 
must somehow handle in a responsible way not to harm future generations.” 

 
* In this context nuclear waste = irradiated commercial nuclear reactor fuel. 

 

 
The statement ”Irrespective of whether they like nuclear power or not” was translated 
in the film (at 15:16 min) as the above “Oberoende av deras inställning till kärnkraft.” 
Source: Madsen, Michael (Director).  2010. Into Eternity (a film about storage of 
nuclear waste in Finland, 75 min.). See www.intoeternitythemovie.com 

 

Comment 
(A reply to this comment has been requested from Professor Carl Reinhold Bråkenhielm and will be 
published if made.) 
 
The issue of diversion of attention away from the problems of dealing with existing waste is certainly a 
serious concern. As nuclear power cannot exist without producing nuclear waste, the link between 
nuclear waste and nuclear power is however inseverable. Thus, as long as there are proponents and 
opponents of nuclear power, attention will always to some degree be diverted away from the problems 
of dealing with existing waste.  

Major barriers to limiting this diversion are the huge sums of money involved that result in 
domination of blind self-interest, institutional barriers to appropriate energy policy, and for many people 
the belief that for some reason nuclear power is necessary, e.g. that it is the lesser of evils or that 
technological development will eventually solve all current problems. However, commercial nuclear 
power is not necessary from the perspective of energy supply nor medical use of radioisotopes.  

Further, the nuclear waste problem is only one of many main reasons for opposition to nuclear 
power. There are serious problems throughout the nuclear fuel chain, e.g. routine release of low-level 
radiation, displacement of Indigenous people, contamination of large areas of land and large volumes of 
water from uranium mining, taking resources from sustainable energy solutions, and the connections 
between commercial nuclear power and nuclear weapons. No matter how nuclear waste is dealt with, 
opposition to nuclear power will continue.  

The responsibility of all citizens should be to oppose nuclear power, regardless of views on the 
nuclear waste issue. Nuclear power as it is known today is simply not compatible with life on Earth. 
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