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Foreword 
By Rosalie Bertell, Ph.D., G.N.S.H. 

There are many similarities between a community's response 
to a health problem and an individual's response. How many 
times have we waited to see if a pain would "go away," put off 
seeing a doctor because we were too busy, or fudged a little on a 
health form to get a more lucrative job? Clearly, ill health is a 
social and economic burden to the individual. It is also burden 
some for a community to say: "our land and food is polluted; we 
are experiencing increases in cancers, birth defects and other ill 
nesses." We all need friends to help us to face harsh realities as 
well as groundless fears in such real life problems. 

Suppose you are a dairy farmer and you fear that your dairy 
cattle are producing inferior and/or polluted milk. Your vet bills 
soar; your herd suffers from infertility, still-births and deformed 
offspring. As you try to cope, it appears to you to be suicidal to 
launch a campaign against the industry polluting your grazing 
land because if you do the market for your milk, your only 
source of income, will plummet, whether it is polluted or not. It 
will be an economic disaster. 

A situation intermediate between the individual and the com 
munity health problem might help to elucidate the new 
problems. Suppose a restaurant is found by the Board of Health 
to be responsible for ptomaine poisoning. The results of their 
failure in good food handling are dramatic and immediate. The 
management is temporarily embarrassed, but the situation is 
salvageable and good food management can be initiated. Health 
fulness is restorable. In the interim, the public has access to other 
sources of food and other restaurants. A short term solution to 
the problem is available. 

After the Chernobyl .accident, April 26, 1986, however, many 
European governments ordered dairy cows to be kept off pasture 
because of radiation contamination. By late April the winter 
store of hay in the barns had been exhausted. One by one, far 
mers applied for and got permission to pasture their cows out 
side rather than force them into malnutrition and death. What 
should then be done with the contaminated milk? In England it 
was dried and powdered, so that it could be held in storage until 
the iodine-131 had decayed. The other radioactive iodines, the 
strontium-90, cesium-137 and some ten other radionuclides 
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remained in the powdered milk. In Sweden, contaminated milk 
was poured over the farmland, its radioactive contamination 
allowed to reconcentrate in germinating new crops. Some coun 
tries mixed contaminated milk with uncontaminated milk, 
"adulterating" the latter and providing a more uniformly bad 
product to the growing child and pregnant mother. These prac 
tices were "justified" with elaborate risk analyses, matching 
trade-offs between the dollar value of "illness" and the dollar 
value of substituting uncontaminated milk and of compensating 
framers for losses not due to their mismanagement. "Permiss 
ible" levels of pollution were defined by governments. 

At Wollaston Lake a health problem may be posed by moose 
grazing near radioactive tailings piles from the uranium mines. 
The moose provide an important source of meat for the native 
people and are a tourist attraction for American and Canadian 
recreational hunters. Eating contaminated moose does not bring 
sudden dramatic illnesses, rather it slowly undermines health, 
like old age does, and causes the children in a community to be 
a little less healthy than their parents. Slowly over time, the vigor 
of the people is irreversibly reduced. 

In situations where food is contaminated, should the people 
who will be forced to bear the brunt of the health, economic and 
social penalties be made to decide to seek the information? Does 
the restaurant owner call the Board of Health or the farmer 
invite the radiological investigative team to examine his herd's 
milk? 

What is the federal and provincial responsibility to the native 
people and to the tourists to assure the healthfullness of the food 
chain? What is the responsibility of the uranium mining 
companies? What good are treaties safeguarding the right to hunt 
and fish if the game and fish are not safeguarded? 

Food is the basis of human life. Starvation, botulism, 
ptomaine poisoning and toxic contamination of food cause 
death at various speeds and through different mechanisms. 
Death however, is still death. We as a society have failed the 
Wollaston Lake community in the basic human right to infor 
mation and to health. We are multiplying comparable self-de 
structive behaviors all over the world. Please read on because the 
story of W ollaston Lake is our own story, the story of our land, 
our food and our brothers and sisters. 
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Introduction 
The uranium industry is more active in northern Saskatche 

wan than any other place in the western world. For the native 
people of the area it is the dominant force continuing the 
destructive momentum built up over 300 years of colonialism. If 
the present trend continues, the result will be genocide. Mining 
and exploration are taking place though native land claims and 
aboriginal rights have not been settled. 

Wollaston Lake is one of the small Indian communities 
struggling to survive. In the summer of 1985 the people there 
hosted an unprecedented protest. From June 14-17, on the west 
side of Wollaston Lake, all traffic in and out of the Rabbit Lake 
and Collin's Bay uranium mines was blocked for 80 hours. The 
blockade marked the first coordinated act of civil disobedience 
against the uranium industry in Saskatchewan. 
The decision to carry out the blockade was made only after all 

conventional means of protest had been exhausted. More than a 
decade of public demonstrations, letter writing campaigns and 
court cases all failed. Despite repeated invitations, industry rep 
resentatives refused to appear in any open public debate with the 
opposition. Instead, mine expansion and industry public rela 
tions activities accelerated. The corporate/government strategy 
is clear: hush up all the problems of uranium mining and keep 
the issue out of the media. 
The blockade was significant for several reasons. First, it was 

a response to the appeal of the indigenous people of Wollaston 
Lake, who initiated and acted as spokespeople during the action. 
Second, it marked the first coordinated mobilization. Approxi 
mately 200 native people participated in the blockade, coming 
from villages in northern Saskatchewan and Manitoba. About 35 
non-native activists came from across Canada. Support protests 
took place in Toronto; Montreal; Copenhagen, Denmark and 
Dublin, Ireland; as support mail flowed in from all over the 
world. 
Furthermore, this was the first act of resistance to uranium 

mining in Saskatchewan to receive widespread media attention, 
spurring corporate/government officials to respond with both 
coercive and co-optive means. False rumors and accusations 
about the position of Wollaston people abounded. The most 
common accusation was that the resistance to uranium mining 
was the result of manipulation by outside agitators. By providing 
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only a glimpse of northern peoples' own statements and the 
problems of uranium mining, this book proves that the real 
"outside agitators" are the mining companies. The documen 
tation is not meant to be comprehensive. Lack of resources have 
insured that. 

The first two chapters, "The People" and "The Mines," con 
trast two very different relationships to the Earth: dominance 
and destruction of the land by the uranium mines versus Indian 
people trying to live in harmony with their surroundings. 

"The People" chapter has four main parts. First is a short 
description of the community of Wollaston Lake and the people 
there. The ancestors of the W ollaston Chipewyan people signed 
Treaty Number 10 with the crown of England in 1906. A copy of 
the Treaty is reprinted. Some information about the church and 
Father Megret, the priest in Wollaston, is included. The second 
and third parts are, respectively, statements by Mayor George 
Smith of Pinehouse and Brian "Banjo" Ratt from Ilea la Crosse. 
Their statements on colonialism and neo-colonialism come from 
direct experience as they live in communities closest to the 
world's largest uranium mine, Key Lake. The final part of "The 
People" is a statement by a government employee in the prairie 
provinces (Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba) who has ex 
tensive experience helping Indian people in trouble with the law. 

In "The Mines" an overview of mining activity in northern 
Saskatchewan is given, along with the waste problem it has 
created. Some brief comments are made on the closed, operating 
and planned mines. Included as well is an explanation of some 
connections between uranium and nuclear weapons; and infor 
mation about uranium bullets. 

The waste problem is looked at in detail in "What About The 
Wastes." The Rabbit Lake/Collin's Bay operation is used as a 
focus. The records of the other two operating mines in Saskat 
chewan, Key Lake and Cluff Lake, are certainly worse due to 
their greater size and higher grade ore. Six major topics are 
covered, including: the nature of the problem, effects on plants 
and animals, no solution to stopping contamination, possible 
remedial action, and the illegal operation of the Rabbit Lake 
mine. The last part is a review of the position of the authorities 
and Eldorado Nuclear Limited regarding pollution from uran 
ium mining. Their response to the growing controversy around 
the Collin's Bay mine is included. It is shown that they often try 
to hide the serious pollution problems caused by uranium 
mining. They clearly state the pollution is "not significant." 
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Finally, a summary of the conclusions of this chapter are given. 
Chapter 3, "The Resistance," is made up mostly of testimo 

nies by Wollaston residents and other people about uranium 
mining, rather than in-depth literature research as in "The 
Mines." The story of the June, 1985 gathering and blockade is 
given after a summary of the history of opposition to uranium 
mining by Wollaston residents from 1972 to April, 1985. 
Reprinted is the submission by the Wollaston Local Advisory 
Council (LAC) to the La Ronge, July, 1981 public hearing on the 
Collin's Bay B-zone project. 

Following then are the minutes of a community meeting in 
Wollaston on April 30, 1985 with representatives of Saskatche 
wan churches. One purpose of the church leaders going to Woll 
aston was to prepare for a meeting with the Saskatchewan 
government. The church leaders requested that Saskatchewan 
Premier Grant Devine sit down and talk with them and northern 
spokespeople. Devine refused. 
The part on the June, 1985 gathering and blockade begins with 

a short description of the Collin's Bay Action Group, the coor 
dinating group. Then comes some resolutions and letters of sup 
port against uranium mining written before tl;l.e blockade took 
place. The events of June 11-17 are documented in a day by day 
chronology. Some of the support activities are noted that took 
place during that time in Saskatoon, Toronto, Ottawa, and Dub 
lin, Ireland. Included is a statement made by Bill Blaikie, MP 
(New Democratic Party) in the House of Commons debates June 
17. A portion of a journal kept by Gerry Paschen, one of the 
blockaders, is reprinted. 

After the daily chronology, the outcome and a short critique of 
the blockade is given. In "The Outcome" is a transcription from 
part of a tape recording made at a press conference held in Saska 
toon on June 20th by native leaders. Sol Sanderson, the pro 
uranium mining president of the Federation of Saskatchewan 
Nations (FSIN), dominated the press conference. Reprinted then 
is a short statement against uranium mining and supporting the 
blockade made the next day, June 21, by Jim Manly, MP (New 
Democratic Party), in the House of Commons debates. Included 
as well is a letter opposing uranium mining from the Saskatche 
wan Association of Northern Local Governments (SANLG). 
Ending "The Outcome" is a statement by anti-uranium mining 
advocate George Smith, Mayor of Pinehouse and Chairman of 
SANLG. 

"A Critique" covers only a few aspects of the gathering and 
blockade. An essay by Jack Ross discusses the question of non- 
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violence at the blockade as compared to Gandhi's principles. 
The last chapter summarizes some international solidarity 

during August and September, 1985. Most of the chapter is state 
ments by members of Scandinavians Against Nuclear Develop 
ment (SAND). They are a group of 11 Scandinavians who made 
a three week tour of northern Saskatchewan. Sweden and 
Finland purchase uranium from Saskatchewan mines. Also men 
tioned are Adele Ratt's trip to Japan and the Norwegian anti 
uranium, multimedia production "Iktoms Profeti." 

Adele Ratt is from the northern Saskatchewan uranium boom 
town of La Ronge, and is a spokesperson for the Saskatchewan 
native rights and anti-uranium movements. She travelled to 
Japan to participate in the 40th anniversary commemoration of 
the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings. 
The book ends with an afterword by Adele Ratt, titled, 

"Rationale and Proposal for a Northern Development Council." 
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Summary Cronology 
Of Events 

July 1984-Aug., 1985 
July 13, 1984: Open letter written by Wollaston Lake Lac La 
Hache Band and Local Advisory Council appealing for support 
to stop uranium mining. 
December, 1984: Collin's Bay Action Group (CBAG), a coalition 
of native rights and anti-uranium groups, formed for the purpose 
of coordinating the June, 1985 gathering and blockade at the 
entrance to the Rabbit Lake and Collin's Bay uranium mines. 
March 26, 1985: The first of three Eldorado public relations 
mine tours for residents of Wollaston Lake. The other two tours 
took place on April 3 and 11, 1985. 
April 17, 1985: Environment Canada and Atomic Energy Con 
trol Board (AECB) representatives participated for the first time 
in a community meeting in Wollaston Lake, though mining had 
been going on for a decade across the lake. 
April 30, 1985: Community meeting in Wollaston L~ke with 
representatives of the Inter-church Uranium Committee 
(ICUC). A letter was sent to Premier Grant Devine from the 
ICUC asking for a meeting to discuss the Wollaston situation. 
Devine refused. 
May 6, 1985: Marie Rose Y ooya as representative of the Lac La 
Hache Band expressed the Band's anti-uranium mining sent 
iments to the Federal Minister of Environment in Ottawa; and 
participated in a workshop with anti-nuclear groups from across 
Canada. 
May 27, 1985: A court case against Eldorado Nuclear for break 
ing the conditions of their Rabbit Lake mine operating license, 
issued by the AECB, was "stayed" in La Ronge provincial court. 
The provincial Attorney General's office ordered the case not be 
heard. A "stay" completely bypasses the judge and the govern 
ment is under no obligation to give any reason for its action. 
June 1, 1985: A couple kilometres south of the entry to the Rab 
bit Lake and Collin's Bay mines Eldorado Nuclear erected a new 
gate across the road, and fence extending about 40 meters on 
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both sides. 
June 3, 1985: Delegates to the annual meeting of the United 
Church of Canada picketed the Eldorado Nuclear office in Sask 
atoon. 
June 11 and 12, 1985: Meetings in Wollaston between outside 
supporters and community members filled the Band Hall to 
capacity. 
June 13, 1985: Community meetings concluded. About 150 
people moved from the community across the lake to camp at 
the Umperville River campground, just south of the mine gates. 
June 14-17, 1985: About 150 people blocked the road to the 
Rabbit Lake and Collin's Bay uranium mines at the entrance 
gate. 
June 20, 1985: In Saskatoon a meeting was held between north 
ern native leaders and corporate/government officials. A number 
of Dene Chiefs from northern Saskatchewan attended, as did 
representatives of Eldorado and the federal and provincial 
governments. The northern leaders held a press conference after 
the meeting. It was announced that a commitment was made 
between the Lac La Hache Band and Eldorado to form an 
"Economic Committee" that would determine how the Wollas 
ton people would benefit from mining. 
June 27, 1985: Mine manager Michael Babcock announced to 
the media that a three hour meeting at the mine with Chief 
Kkailther and the Band Councilors was "very successful," and 
that plans were being made to solve their communication 
problem. 
July 10, 1985: Les Erikson of SMDC met with Councilors of the 
Lac La Hache Band and the Wollaston LAC to inform them of 
SMDC's summer exploration activities in the Wollaston region. 
After the short meeting in the Band Hall the group went on a 
tour of the Cigar Lake mine site. 
August 1, 1985: A group of 11 people from Scandinavia arrived 
in Saskatoon to see first hand the effects of uranium mining on 
the people and land. Their three week tour included the com 
munities of Ile a la Crosse, Pinehouse, La Ronge, Southend and 
W ollaston Lake. 
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Introduction 
About 30,000 people live in northern Saskatchewan, an area 

300,000 square kilometers in size. Approximately 20,000 are of 
native ancestry. They live in 35 villages and small towns.1 While 
billions of dollars have been spent on the uranium industry, the 
basic needs of Indian communities are not being met. The 
statistics tell the story: 
- In some northern communities close to 90% of the people are 

unemployed. Less than 1/3 of the overall working population 
have jobs. The situation is critical as about half the native 
people in the north are under the age of 20. 

- Though native people make up less than 10% of the total 
population, they represent more than 60% of the people in 
Saskatchewan prisons. 

- Less than 5% of all the people in Canada are dependant on 
social assistance but more than 75% of indigenous people 
must rely on it. 

- A 1980 inspection by Environment Canada of sewage treat 
ment facilities on Saskatchewan Indian reserves found that 
about 75% did not comply with federal guidelines.2 

- Healthcare and education are drastically inadequate. Alcohol 
ism has reached an epidemic level. 
Diana Ralph, Ph.D., assistant professor at the Faculty of 

Social Work, University of Regina prepared a report giving an 
overview of health conditions in northern Saskatchewan. The 
1984 report documents that in the north as compared to the 
whole province: 
- there are over twice as many people per doctor; 
- payments for physician services per patient are less than one 
third as much; 

- life expectancy is about 10 years less; 
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The barge landing where highway 105 passes the west side of 
Wollaston Lake. 
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- the death rate from all causes is almost 50% higher; 
- infant deaths are about 20% higher; 
- cancer deaths are about 30% higher; and further, the report 

states: 

Northern Treaty Indians are hospitalized 61 % more often than 
the average Saskatchewan resident. Since 1975, hospitalizations 
for cancer, birth defects and circulatory illnesses have increased 
dramatically (between 123 and 600% in the northern population 
aged 15 to 64 - the entire labor force). At the same time, there is 
a large increase in hospitalizations among young children for 
digestive disorders and birth anomalies." 

The rest of this chapter contains some information about: the 
community of Wollaston Lake; statements by Pinehouse Mayor 
George Smith and Brian "Banjo" Ratt from Ile a la Crosse; and 
an interview by a government employee in the prairie region 
who talks about the difficulties Indian people have in the cities. 
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Wollaston Lake: 
A Portrait 

Wollaston Lake is an isolated Indian community of about 800 
Chipewyan and Metis people situated along the shoreline of Wel 
come Bay on the southeastern edge ofWollaston Lake. The com 
munity is located at about 58 degrees north latitude and 103 
degrees west longitude. It is known that there was a village 
southwest of the present town in the 1940's. In about 194 7 the 
village suffered a smallpox epidemic and the survivors fled. 
Today's town site was chosen in 1957 because it was thought 

at that time that a road would be built there from the south. 
Instead, the Saskatchewan government built highway 105 to 
facilitate the transnational exploitation of uranium deposits on 
the other side of the lake, 40 km to the west. The road was 
completed in 197 4. Almost every road in northern Saskatchewan 
has been built to extract resources, primarily uranium, as is 
typical of colonial development. Other transportation links to 
Wollaston include scheduled stops by Norcanair, a commercial 
airline company; and a summer barge service between the com 
munity and "barge-landing," the point where highway 105 is 
closest to the west side of the lake. 

By 1970 the Wollaston community had a population of about 
300, which doubled before 1980. In 1985 there were about 10 old 
age pensioners in the town and about two-thirds of the popu 
lation was under 16 years old. People born before the mid-1950's 
do not read, write, or speak English well. Men are more literate 
than women. 
The lake provides the indigenous people with their drinking 

water and forms the basis of the local economy through the tra 
ditional pursuits of fishing, hunting and trapping. Most people 
eat fish from the lake year-round. The lake is truly the heart and 
life blood of the community. 

In terms of commercial fishing, the lake is one of the most 
important in northern Saskatchewan and is given a one million 
pound per year quota. It is the largest single waterbody wholly 
within the borders of Saskatchewan. 
There are few wage jobs for the native population, and grocer 

ies and gasoline are expensive. The meager income from 
commercial fishing and the local supply of food and firewood are 
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The barge from the community to the west side of the lake. 

the mainstay of the community. 
In 1979 the provincial government introduced a subsidy pro 

gram covering part of the costs of flying in perishable goods to 
remote northern communities. The program was cancelled on 
January 15, 1985. The next day prices went up about 30%.~ 

There is a very short growing season in Wollaston, though 
small, summer gardens have had some success. Snow can stay on 
the ground and ice on the Lake until the end of June. Then after 
a short summer the snow returns by October. 

Wollaston Lake is comprised of approximately 75% status, 
Chipewyan Indians of the Lac La Hache Band who are included 
under Treaty Number 10. A "status" Indian is a person regist 
ered as Indian under the terms of the Indian Act. The criteria for 
registration are historical and legal rather than racial. 5 Status 
Indians are governed by the federal Ministry of Indian Affairs. 
The remaining 25% are non-status Chipewyans from the Brochet 
area and Metis of Cree descent from the Pinehouse region. The 
Metis people moved gradually north during the late 1950's in 
response to government programs to develop the commercial 
fishing potential of Wollaston Lake. The non-status and Metis 
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A main road in Wollaston. 

people are under provincial government authority and elect a 
council that has limited local powers called a Local Advisory 
Council (LAC). 
The division in the community between provincial and fede 

ral government jurisdiction is the source of many problems. The 
two levels of government have different housing, health care, 
education and other policies. People with the same ancestry and 
culture are often treated very differently. 

Wollaston is the only permanent settlement in the extreme 
northeastern portion of Saskatchewan. The closest large town is 
Lynn Lake, Manitoba, 190 kilometers by air to the southeast. 
The significance of Lynn Lake to Wollaston waned after the 
completion of highway 105. Since then the southern center most 
used by Wollaston residents became La Ronge (population 2,579 
- October 1, 1986). 

It wasn't until the early 1970's that the community got elec 
tricity (by large diesel generators) and June, 1977 that telephone 
arrived. The CBC North TV station became available in 1980. In 
1984 a satellite dish was installed by the LAC giving one channel 
to a part of the community; and in 1985 the LAC began oper- 
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ation of a local FM radio station for a few hours per day. The 
radio reception from outside the community is very poor. 

Poverty 
The impact of colonialism on the Wollaston people has been 

profound. A consulting group hired by the federal Ministry of 
Indian Affairs carried out a planning study in 1981. The 
summary of their report reads: 

The old adage about "hewers of wood and drawers of water" is 
a fact of daily life in Wollaston Lake community. The settlement is 
years behind other northern Saskatchewan communities in the 
provision of basic services and facilities and it is decades behind 
other, comparable, southern Saskatchewan communities. What 
makes this statement surprising and perhaps shocking, is that the 
community is only 25 years old and, as such, is one of the young 
est communities in the whole of the Province. By most standards 
of community prosperity, this community can count itself amongst 
the neglected few. 

... The most serious infrastructure deficiency found in the study 
was the extremely poor quality of existing housing and the severe 
overcrowding which is experienced by local families. Average 
occupancy levels are more than double the Saskatchewan normal 
rate. (Emphasis added.) 

As is typical of northern communities, a couple of dozen 
southerners live in Wollaston. They are the priest, teachers, 
nurses, businessmen, pilots, Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP) and government wildlife resource agents. The RCMP 
moved into Wollaston in 1984. None of the indigenous peoples' 
homes are connected to running water and indoor sewage. With 
the exception of the priest Jean Megret, all of the southerners' 
homes have indoor plumbing. However, the school, medical 
clinic, and LAC Hall do have running water and indoor sewage. 

A further expression of poverty in the community is that the 
lack of proper sewage and garbage disposal has resulted in a 
serious hepatitis threat every spring. A hepatitis epidemic occur 
red in the spring of 1984. The problem is sewage runoff and 
seepage from a misplaced garbage dump contaminating Wel 
come Bay, the peoples' drinking water supply. The natural turn 
over of water in the narrow bay is too slow to adequately dilute 
the waste runoff that rushes in when the snow melts. 
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The LAC office and post office . 

The RCMP office, complete with small jail cell. 

.. 
The Lac La Hache Band office . 
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Commercial fishermen taking their catch to barge landing. 

The Chipewyan People 
The Wollaston Chipewyan people are descendants of the 

Caribou Eater branch of the Dene Nation. They were named 
Chipewyan, meaning "pointed hood" in Cree, by Cree people to 
the south because of the pointed hoods they made on their 
garments. 
The Chipewyan language is rich and difficult to master. 

Margaret Reynolds, author of "The Dene Language Book," 
writes, 

The Dene (Chipewyan) language is the third hardest language in 
the world to speak and understand. It has 39 consonants and 116 
vowel sounds. The language is guttered and nasalized with 
tounge tip trills.6 

There is no word in Dene for uranium. In 1977, a Dene elder 
who had learned of some of the dangers of uranium, coined a 
phrase for it: "dada-thay," meaning "death rock." 

As recently as 1950, and still fresh in the memory of the 
Elders, the Chipewyan people had a nomadic lifestyle following 
the migrating Beverly Caribou herd. The Chipewyan survived in 
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Cutting up caribou meat. 

harmony with the land by hunting, fishing and gathering. Cultu 
ral and spiritual traditions were passed on orally from generation 
to generation in legends, song and dance. Hand drums were a 
part of every social activity, and are a means of communication 
with the spirits and all of the natural world. 

Many aspects of modern life have served to draw the people 
away from their rich cultural heritage. Such .as: the education 
system, dependency on government services, family breakdown 
due to alcoholism and drug abuse, and the influence of the 
Roman Catholic church (which says that the traditional spiritual 
ways are little more than witchcraft). Many of the traditions were 
lost during the British colonial days of the fur trade and treaty 
making by the British government. The colonizing process acce 
lerated in the late 1940's when the government established a fur 
trading post and fish packing plant on Moose Island, just west of 
the present community. The colonizers encouraged the local 
people to rely on imported food and supplies, and government 
sponsored "aid." The Wollaston people, like other indigenous 
peoples, had been self-sufficient for thousands of years. 
The Lac, La Hache Band and non-status and Metis people 

were confined on a reservation and settlement in the same man 
ner as other tribes and have come to rely heavily on government 
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Late September, 1985: there is already snow on the ground. 

facilities. However, the Wollaston people still maintain their life 
style of hunting, fishing and gathering. The tradition of the drum 
is still alive, though it is slowly being lost as the elders pass on. 
The strong cultural ties to the land are evident in the 

continued use of small settlements in the Wollaston area, such as 
Jack Pine Island near the mouth of the Cochrane River at the 
north end of Wollaston Lake, an area which previously marked 
the southern limit of the Chipewyan migration route. Each 
spring entire families migrate north to these settlements - a 
symbol of their independence and of the enduring strength of 
traditional ways. 

Kinship ties with other Chipewyan communities are main 
tained despite the great distances involved. These communities 
include Black Lake and Stony Rapids to the northwest, Kinoo 
sao to the southeast, Cree Lake to the southwest and the Brochet 
area of Manitoba to the east. 
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Joanne Young, from her summer, 1984 visit to Wollaston Lake: 

I have read a great deal about pornography and its harmful 
effects but until my stay at Wollaston Lake I had no personal 
experience with it. Some questions and conversation with children 
there brought a rude awakening. 

Apparently a wide variety of 11 hard porn'' video cassettes have 
found their way into some of the homes and are watched by the 
children. Never having been far from this tiny isolated village, they 
are unfamiliar with life in the rest of Canada. The children seem to 
assume that these films depict "normal" customs in the big towns 
and cities, and so they are prepared to behave similarly them 
selves! 

Hard pornography is strongly infll.lencing the standards of 
behavior and expectations these children form for their future lives. 
Isn't it bad enough that we have destroyed the native culture of 
these people, have herded them together into villages where they 
are bored to death, are "developing" nearby lands in such a way 
as to make their future lives in this area impossible, without impos 
ing our twisted moral and spiritual values on their children? 
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Treaty Number 1 O 
Treaty Number 10 was signed between the Lac La Hache 

Band and the Crown of England in 1906.7 At a community meet 
ing in Wollaston on April 30, 1985 Wollaston Elder Bart 
Dzeylion stated, 

My mother is still alive. She is 97 years old. She was alive when 
the treaty was signed. I keep care of her now. She can not walk 
too good now, but she wanted me to say she would like to be 
here. I told her I'm going to meetings and hearing how the land is 
being destroyed. She responded, 

I was there when the treaty was signed and there were 
discussions for a week and we were told, "We're coming to 
you to sign the treaty, not to harm you in any way. By signing 
this treaty we are agreeing to help and take care of you 
people. We are in no way going to harm the way you live." 

Why are they doing this now? We made agreements. If 
they are going to do these things to us why did they get us 
to sign the treaty in the first place? 

At the same meeting W ollaston Chief Hector Kkailther said, 

From my personal observations, hearing people and studying 
the treaty agreements, it seems as if Indian Affairs-had a field day. 
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"hey did whatever they wanted to do. When the treaty was signed 
there wasn't anyone who could write or read English. It looks like 
the government did this to trick us. We have to study and under 
stand about the treaties and how they affect us. 

The text of the treaty provides for the setting aside of "reser 
ves ofland." However it was not until 1970 that the present Lac 
La Hache Reserve No. 220 was established, though it was sur 
veyed in 1965. 8 There was no community participation program 
to determine the reserve boundaries, which split the community 
into two sections of land - one under provincial and the other 
under federal jurisdiction. Several treaty Indian families discov 
ered that their homes were off the reserve when they received 
provincial government tax notices. 
The "Wollaston Lake Community Planning Study" done in 

1981 reads in the summary: 
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According to the Band's interpretation of the treaty it retains 
sovereign powers over reserve territory and it maintains jurisdic 
tion over a range of other lands in the northeasterly region of Sask 
atchewan. Such extraterritorial rights include hunting, trapping 
and gathering areas, fishing stations, burial grounds, sacred lands, 
meeting grounds and timber births. Despite the wording of the 
treaty the Band contends there. was no consent reached on a 
variety of natural resources namely minerals, game, forests, water 
and even air space. As such, the Band contends that without their 
consent, through negotiation and agreement, the activities in the 
area including mineral exploration, mining, tourist outfitting, road 
construction and crown land leasing in general area violation of 
their treaty rights. 

The whole treaty signing process is a clear example of past, 
immoral and unethical manipulation by the colonizers. This was 
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not an isolated incident. Just as extreme oppressive treatment 
has continued to the present day. The entire treaty is reprinted 
below. Note that each Indian has an "X" registered on the docu 
ment as their signature. 

There is no question that the validity of Treaty Number 10 
could be challenged legally in a number of different ways. The 
fact that none of the Indians could speak, read or write English 
when the treaty was signed is OJ.1.e example. However, in practical 
terms it is extremely difficult for a community having few high 
school graduates, let alone any lawyers, to take on the Canadian 
judicial system. 
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TREATY No. 10 
Articles of a treaty made and concluded at the several dates mentioned there 

in, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and six between His Most 
Gracious Majesty the King of Great Britain and Ireland by His commissioner, 
James Andrew Joseph McKerma, of the city of Winnipeg, in the province of 
Manitoba, Esquire, of the one part, and the Chipewyan, Cree and other Indian 
inhabitants of the territory within the limits hereinafter defined and described by 
their chiefs and headmen hereunto subscribed of the other part. 

Whereas the Indians inhabiting the territory hereinafter defined have, pur 
suant to notice given by His Majesty's said commissioner in the year 1906, been 
convened to meet Hi8 Majesty's said commissioner representing His Majesty's 
government of the Dominion of Canada at certain places in the said territory in 
this present. year 1906 to deliberate upon certain matters of interest to His Most 
Gracious Majesty on the one part and the said Indians of the other. 

And whereas the said Indians have been notified and informed by His 
Majesty's said commissioner that it is His Majesty's desire to open for settlement, 
immigration, trade, travel, mining, lumbering and such other purposes as to His 
Majesty may seem meet, a tract of country bounded and described as hereinafter 
mentioned and to obtain the consent thereto of his Indian subjects inhabiting the 
said tract and to make a treaty and arrange with them so that there may be peace 
and good will between them and His Majesty's other subjects, and that His 
Indian people may know and be assured of what allowances they arc to count 
upon and receive from His Majesty's bounty and benevolence. 

And whereas the Indians of the said tract, duly convened in council at the 
respective points named hereunder and bring requested by His Majesty's said 
commissioner to name certain chiefs and headmen who should h<' authorized on 
their behalf to conduct such negotiations and sign any treaty to be founded there 
on and to become responsible to His Majesty for the faithful performance by 
their respective bands of such obligations as shall be assumed by them, the said 
Indians have therefore acknowledged for that purpose the several chiefs and head 
men who have subscribed hereto. 

And whereas the said commissioner has proceeded to negot.iatc a treaty with 
the Chipcwyan, Crcn and other Indians inhabiting the said territory hereinafter 
defined and described and the same has been agreed upon and concluded by the 
respective bands at the dates mentioned hereunder; 

Now therefore the said Indians do hereby cede, release, surrender and yield 
up to the government of the Dominion of Canada for His Majesty the King and 
His successors for ever all their rights, titles and privileges whatsoever to the 
lands included within the following limits, that is to say:- 

All that territory situated partly in the province of Saskatchewan and partly 
in the province of Alberta, and lying to the cast of Treaty Eight and to the north 
of Treaties Five, Six and the addition to Treaty Six, containing approximately an 
area of eighty-five thousand eight hundred (85,800) square miles and which may 
be described as follows:- 

Commencing at the point where the northern boundary of Treaty Five inter 
sects the eastern boundary of the province of Saskatchewan: thence northerly 
along the said eastern boundary four hundred and ten miles, more or less, to the 
sixtieth parallel of latitude and northern boundary of the said province of Sas 
katchewan; thence west along the said parallel one hundred and thirty miles, 
more or less, to the eastern boundary of Treaty Eight; thence southerly and 
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westerly following the said eastern boundary of Treaty Eight to its intersection 
with the northern boundary of Treaty Six; thence easterly along the said northern 
boundary of Treaty Six to its intersection with the western boundary of the ad 
dition to Treaty Six; thence northerly along the said western boundary to the 
northern boundary of the said addition; thence easterly along the said northern 
boundary to the eastern boundary of the said addition; thence southerly along the 
said eastern boundary to its intersection with the northern boundary of Treaty 
Six; thence easterly along the said northern boundary and the northern boundary 
of Treaty Five to the point of commencement. 

And also all their rights, titles and privileges whatsoever as Indians to all 
and any other lands wherever situated in the provinces of Saskatchewan and 
Alberta and the Northwest Territories or any other portion of the Dominion of 
Canada. 

To have and to hold the same to His Majesty the King and His successors for 
ever. 

And His Majesty the King hereby agrees with the said Indians that they 
shall have the right to pursue their usual vocations of hunting, trapping and fish 
ing throughout the territory surrendered as heretofore described, subject to such 
regulations as may from time to time be made by the government of the country 
acting under the authority of His Majesty and saving and excepting such tracts 
as may be required or as may be taken up from time to time for settlement, 
mining, lumbering, trading or other purposes. 

And Hi::; Majesty the King hereby agrees and undertakes to set aside reserves 
of land for such bands as desire the same, such reserves not to exceed in all one 
square mile for each family of five for such number of families as may elect to 
reside upon reserves or in that proportion for larger or smaller families; and for 
such Indian families or individual Indians as prefer to live apart from hand 
reserves His Majesty undertakes to provide land in severalty to the extent of one 
hundred and sixty (160) acres for each Indian, the land not to be alienable by the 
Indian for whom it is set aside in severalty without the consent of the Governor 
General in Council of Canada, the selection of such reserves and land in severalty 
to be made in the manner following, namely, the Superintendent General of 
Indian Affairs shall depute and send a suitable person to determine and set apart 
such reserves and lands, after consulting with the Indians concerned as to the 
locality which maybe found suitable and open for selection. 

Provided, however, that His Majesty reserves the right to deal with any 
settlers within the bounds of any lands reserved for any band or bands as He may 
sec fit; and also that the aforesaid reserves of land, or any interest therein, may be 
sold or otherwise disposed of by His Majesty's government of Canada for the use 
and benefit of the Iudians entitled thereto, with their consent first had and 
obtained. 

It is further agreed between His Majesty and His said Indian subjects that 
such portions of the reserves and lands above mentioned as may at any time be 
required for public works, buildings, railways or roads of whatsoever nature may 
be appropriated for such purposes by His Majesty's government of Canada due 
eompensution being made to. the Indians for the value of any improvements 
thereon, and au equivalent in laud, money or other consideration for the area so 
appropriated. · 

And with a view to showing the satisfaction of His Majesty with the behav 
iour and good conduct of His Indians and in extinguishment of all their past 
claims, He hereby through His commissioner agrees to make each chief a present 
of thirty-two (32) dollars in cash, to each headman twenty-two (22) dollars and 
to every other Indian of whatever age of the families represented at the time and 
place of payment twelve (12) dollars. 
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His Majesty also agrees that next year and annually thereafter for ever He 
will cause to be paid to the Indians in cash, at suitable places and dates of which 
the said Indians shall be duly notified, to each chief twenty-five (25) dollars, each 
headman fifteen (15) dollars and to every other Indian of whatever age five (5) 
dollars. 

Further His Majesty agrees that each chief, after signing the treaty, shall 
receive a silver medal and a suitable flag, and next year and every third year 
thereafter each chief shall receive a suitable suit of clothing, and that after signing 
the treaty each headman shall receive a bronze medal and next year and every 
third year thereafter a suitable suit of clothing. 

Further His Majesty agrees to make such provision as may from time to time 
be deemed advisable for the education of the Indian children. 

Further His Majesty agrees to furnish such assistance as may be found neces 
sary or advisable to aid and assist the Indians in agriculture or stock-raising or 
other work and to make such a distribution of twine and ammunition to them 
annually as is usually made to Indians similarly situated. 

And the undersigned Chipewyan, Cree and other Indian chiefs and headmen 
on their own behalf and on behalf of all the Indians whom they represent do 
hereby solemnly promise and engage to strictly observe this treaty in all and 
every respect and to behave and conduct themselves as good and loyal subjects of 
His Majesty the King. 

They promise and engage that they will in all respects obey and abide by the 
Jaw; that they will maintain peace between each other and between their tribes 
and other tribes of Indians and between themselves and other of His Majesty's 
subjects whether whites, Indians, half-breeds or others now inhabiting or who may 
hereafter inhabit any part of the territory hereby ceded and herein described, and 
that they will not molest the person or trespass upon the property or interfere with 
the rights of any inhabitant of such ceded tract or of any other district or country 
or interfere with or trouble any person passing or travelling through the said tract 
or any part thereof and that they will assist the officers of His Majesty in bringing 
to justice and punishment any Indian offending against the stipulations of this 
treaty or infringing the law in force in the country so ceded. 

In witness whereof His Majesty's said commissioner and the chiefs and head 
men have hereunto set their hands at Isle a la Crosse this twenty-eighth day of 
August in the year herein first above written. 

Signed by the parties hereto in the pre 
sence of the undersigned witnesses the 
same having first been explained to the 
Indians by Magloire Maurice, inter 
preter. 
J. V. BEGIN, 

Supt., R.N.W.M. Police. 
I. RAPET, ptre, O.M.I., 
CHAS. FISHER, 
CHAS. MAIR, 
ANous McKAY, 
D. McKENNA, 
T. DAVIS. 

J. A. J. McKENNA, 
Commissioner. 

his 
WILLIAM X APISIS, 

mark 
Chief of the Bnglish River Band. 

his 
JOSEPH X GUN, 

mark 
Headman. 

his 
JEAN BAPTISTE X ESTRAL- 

SHENEN, mark 
Headman. 

his 
RAPHAEL X BEDSHIDEKKGE, 

mark 
Chief of Clear Lake Band. 
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Signed by the Chief and Headman of 
the <:11110P LaJ.., !- 11; I d,i ;1 '., I, 
September, A.D. l!l06. The treaty 
having been read over and explained 
by Archie Park, interpreter, in the 
presence of the undersigned witnesses. 
J. V. BEGIN, 

Supt., R.N.W.M.P., 
L. CocHIN, ptre, 0.1\I.I., 
J. E. TESTON, pt-re, O·.M.I., 
F. E. SuERWOOD, 

Const., R.N.W.M. Police, 
his 

ARCHIE x PARK, Interpreter. 
mark 

CHARLES M .•. IR, 
Articles of a treaty made and concluded at the several dates mentioned 

therein, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and seven, between 
His Most Gracious Majesty the King of Great Britain and Ireland by His Com 
missioner Thomas Alexander Borthwick, of Mistawasis, in the province of Sas 
katchewan, Esquire, of the one part, and the Chipewyan, Cree and other Indian 
inhabitants of the territory within the limits hereinafter defined and described by 
their chiefs and headmen hereunto subscribed of the other part. 

his 
JOHN X IRON, 

mark 
Chief of Canoe Lake Band. 

his 
BAPTISTE X IRON, 

mark 
Headman, Canoe Lake Band. 

his 
JEROME X COUILLONEUR, 

mark 
Headman, Canoe Lake Rand. 

* * * • * * * 
In witness whereof His Majesty's said commissioner and the chiefs and head 

men have hereunto set their hands at Lac du Brochet this 19th day of August, in 
the year first above written. 
Signed by the parties hereto in the pre 

sence of the undersigned witnesses the 
same having first been explained to the 
Indians by A. Turquetil. 

CHARLES LA VIOLETTE, 
Interpreter. 

W. J. McLEAN, Witness. 
A. W. BELL, Witness. 
THOMAS BORTHWICK, 

Commissioner, Treaty No. 10. 

his 
PETIT X CASIMIR, 

mark 
Chief of Barren Land Band. 

his 
JEAN X BAPTISTE, 

mark 
Headman of Barren Land Band. 

his 
ANDRE X ANTSANEN, 

mark 
Indian of Barren Land Band. 

In witness whereof His Majesty's said commissioner and the chiefs and head 
men have hereunto set their hands at Lac du Brochet this 22nd day of August in 
the year first above written. 
Signed by the parties hereto in the p1·,1- 

sence of the undersigned witnesses 1 ,,. 
same having first been explained to t.111, 
Indians by E. S. Turquetil, inter 
preter. 

Witness A. W. BELL, 
" W. J. McLEAN. 

his 
THOMAS X BENAOUNI, 

mark 
Chief of H atchct Lake Band. 

Witness A. W. BELL, 
his 

PIERRE X AZE. 
mark 

Headman of Hatchet Lake Band. 

THOS. BORTHWICK, 
Commissioner, Treaty 10. 
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A structure for smoking meat and fish, with wind protection. 
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The Wollaston church. 

The Church and Father Megret 
The impact of the church on the north should not be under 

estimated. In the Americas, as on other continents, church 
representatives prepared the way, culturally, ideologically and 
economically, for colonialism. Missionaries were crucial in the 
process of disenfranchisement, notably through their role as 
translators during the signing of treaties between the Chipewyan 
and the British government. 
The church in northern Saskatchewan does not practice liber 

ation theology as is taking place in Latin America. It is import 
ant to point out, however, that outside of the north the church is 
split on the uranium mining issue and development policy in 
general. Many church leaders in southern Saskatchewan, includ 
ing Prince Albert, have spoken out strongly against uranium 
mining. 
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A church service. 

In W ollaston Lake most of the people are devoutly Roman 
Catholic. They often attend church twice a day and take part in 
an annual pilgrimage to Lac St. Anne, Alberta, just west of 
Edmonton. Jean Megret, the local priest, is clearly the modern 
personification of the colonial missionary. Megret lobbies 
strongly and openly in support of uranium mining, and is quick 
to defend the nuclear industry in his home country, France. 

Father Megret visits the Rabbit Lake mine site regularly and 
keeps in touch with the French management of the Cigar Lake 
Mining Corporation. He does not hide the fact that in the late 
1970's he received an all expense paid trip to Hawaii from Gulf 
Minerals (then owner of the Rabbit Lake mine). In the months 
before the June, 1985 gathering and blockade, mining companies 
subsidized several jaunts to Saskatoon for him to meet with 
company executives. 

Needless to say, Megret was an outspoken opponent of the 
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gathering and blockade. In fact, he left town in early June and 
did not return until late June, threatening to never come back 
"unless all the commotion stopped." 

The following interview of Father Megret was made by Scan 
dinavians- Against Nuclear Development (SAND) when they 
visited Wollaston Lake in mid-August, 1985: 

Father Megret: 
I arrived in this country, in the north, in 1947. After the war. I 

went first to La Loche and Dillion, close to lie a la Crosse and after 
that I moved to this area, but my home was Brochet, east of Woll 
aston. I got established here in the 1950's. The first place was at 
the north end of the lake about 40 miles from Wollaston. Then we 
moved to Wollaston in the late 1950's. 
The first church was built in 1957, we got the other one in 1973. 

At that time the people were all nomads. They were scattered 200 
miles from here. In the spring they got together and their base was 
Brochet. They were following the caribou, living practically strictly 
on trapping and hunting and a little bit of fishing when there was 
no meat around. It wasn't until the mid 1960's that people lived in 
Wollaston year-round. 

People are living at the mine site. They don't seem to be more 
sick than people in Wollaston. It would be much better if they 
would hire half the people in Wollaston to go and work at the mine. 
Then there would be more employment. But there are two 
problems. The lack of a minimum of education, at least being able 
to speak and read English; and also the willingness. I know for a 
fact that some don't want to work. 

Personally, it's my own opinion, I know there is a lot of people 
who don't agree with me but I don't think there is any direct 
danger. One thing that I know is that they are very careful and they 
have inspectors from federal and provincial governments on their 
back all the time. You just have to trust the people in charge. But 
another thing also, you can't stop them. You can not stop those 
uranium mines. They'll take it where they find it and nobody can 
stop them. Anyway, I don't see how it would be better to stop 
them. - 

What will they do with the plutonium? That's not my problem. 
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Father Jean Megret, the priest in Wollaston. "You just have to 
trust the people in charge." 
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Statement By 
Mayor George 

Smith, Pinehouse9 

We always supported ourselves and when the mines go, we'll 
be supporting ourselves. We've never gone hungry yet. This is the 
best place in the world. This is God's land. Nobody can starve 
here, but the mining makes it more difficult. 

If you look at Wollaston Lake, there's trappers there that have 
lost their traplines. Pretty soon more traplines will be taken out. 
Wherever you destroy the land somebody is going to lose out on 
it. You're hurting somebody who's been there before. We're going 
to lose in the long run. The way I look at it, 20 years from now it 
could be really dangerous from uranium mines, acid rain and her 
bicide spraying. All those three things are harming the land and 
are very dangerous. 

Now I want to talk about the Key Lake mine. Two years before 
the Key Lake mine opened we had a town meeting with the com 
pany. We were promised 65-70 jobs and that the little town of 
Pinehouse would boom; shopping would take place in Pinehouse 
and even laundry. But at that time we didn't take minutes of the 
meeting because we trusted the company. At that time we didn't 
know much about radiation. Later we got 7 jobs, now there's 3. 
There wasn't a boom. Then two years later they wanted to open a 
limestone mine about 12 kilometers from Pinehouse. We let them 
survey the area but when they wanted to bring in the machines we 
said no. They had to open a limestone mine in the Hudson Bay 
area instead. 

I've talked to a very experienced miner who's been to all the 
mines. He says they don't care at all how they handle people there 
at Key Lake. It's the most careless mine. You can stay as long as 
you like_ in the pit. They never tell you to get out. For himself he 
knows that he has to get out of there every once and a while 
because of the radiation. But there's people who don't know and 
nobody tells them to get out. He's worked at more than 20 mines. 

The miners that go down in the pit are not being told that they 
have to get out after a while because of the radiation. They wear 
badges to measure the radiation but the badges are taken by the 
company. The miners themselves don't know how to read those 
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George Smith, Mayor of Pinehouse. 
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Children on Pinehouse beach. 

badges. Just the company knows how much radiation they get. 
That's no good to the miners. 

In Pinehouse we did a planning study to see how much we get 
from the land· $1 1/2 million per year; $600,000 per year from fish. 
I'm sure it's the same in other northern communities. The uranium 
mine can never replace your lake. I think that the government and 
companies always say they're mining for northern people, but it 
isn't that way. The Key Lake mine was supposed to give 65% of its 
jobs to northerners, now it's 19%. 

It's the same thing with Prince Albert Pulp. Indian people need 
the land. It's the land that feeds us. We can't let the land go. 
Prince Albert Pulp wants to spray herbicides so the spruce can 
grow. The chemicals are dangerous. Sometimes I think there's 
going to be no end to this. I'm always going to meetings to try and 
stop the spraying, and more meetings afterwards. 

Look at Beaverlodge Lake where the radiation is too high. 
There's nobody fishing that lake now, no sport fishermen, no 
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Pinehouse youth. 

domestic fishing. That was a good lake and there's no way that 
radiation should have went to that lake from the Uranium City 
mines, but it did. 

There's a danger too of the government saying to the fishermen 
at Wollaston Lake, "If you start saying you'll get radiation in the 
lake then people won't buy your fish." That's a scary situation. 

Things are getting worse because the mines opening up now 
are more dangerous, like Cigar Lake and Collin's Bay. We have to 
be really worried. We're much lower educated than the white 
people outside. It's not easy for us. Us Indian people, if we don't 
have the land, then we won't survive. 

We can't compete with the southern white society. They give us 
grade 9 education and then we walk the streets and have no jobs. 
We need the land. Sure we need jobs but I don't think uranium 
mining or herbicide spraying will give us jobs. They just give us 
pick and shovel jobs. And what good is uranium anyway? What we 
need are all kinds of community programs like water and sewer 
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The road north to the Key Lake mine from the Pinehouse turnoff. 

and processing our fish and berries. 
The price of alcohol is the same price everywhere. The price of 

alcohol is the same in Buffalo Narrows as Regina, no different. But 
a bag of flour is a lot higher in Buffalo Narrows than it is in Regina. 
If they wanted to discourage drinking then they at least wouldn't 
subsidize the freight. The best way to deal with the problem is to 
have more people involved with working and recreation and all 
that. Get them doing something. In the north here we've got lots 
of potential to start up many different things, but we don't have a 
chance. If people were working there would be less drinking. 

The government gives out wrong information. They've always 
been lying. They've got a lot more power and they get a better 
chance at the newspapers and other media than we do. 

Most of the people in the north don't know where the uranium is 
going. They just figure it's going down to Saskatoon and that's it. 
There's not enough education on uranium mining. 

I think it's good that some people from the south are giving us 
help, fighting for us. It's not good enough though that only people 
from the south are fighting. The people from the north have to start 
speaking for themselves and the more you get the better. 

In closing I'd like to say I'm always against uranium mining and 
herbicide spraying; not for me, I'm an old man, I'm not thinking of 
myself but the future generations. They need this land. 
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(Above) Carving at a trapper's cabin near Pinehouse. (Below) 
Martin Smith, Pinehouse resident, trapper, and ex-uranium 



miner preparing a trap,• (Above) with bear skins stretched to dry; 
and (below) holding wild rice. 



Statement By Brian 
''Banjo'' Ratt, 
lle a la Crosse10 

I'm Cree. We've always been known to be really superb warriors 
because the Crees stretch right across Canada. But now people 
are starting to realize that the Dene people are also stretched 
across, just a little farther north. 

A Cree was a diplomat. He could go to any Nation and get along 
with people. Plus, they had a lot of medicine. They call it voodoo 
or paganism, but it's coming out really strong right now. The 
church stifled it. We couldn't talk our own language. We couldn't 
pray to our creator. We couldn't grow our hair long. We couldn't do 
all these things because the church stopped it. They built a big 
boarding school to put all the kids in and try to educate them. The 
first thing they did with all the boys was shave their heads, then 
take them to a 'supper table and expect them to look up at a 
picture of Jesus Christ who has long hair and a big moustache. It 
makes a person think and wonder what the hell is going on. 

We got sold out. A lot of our own native leaders were forced to 
get into that development because they had nothing, nothing at all 
in the north, just welfare and jails. The statistic in the late 1970's 
that the politicians were using was 75% unemployment. They said 
we need more money for welfare and that we need to sober up a 
lot of our people. They actually used that statistic to push uranium 
mining. They were saying, "Look, look how poor we are, we can't 
oppose the uranium mines because we're too poor, our people are 
all poor and living in shacks, we have to have jobs you know." A 
lot of people were saying, "OK, right on." And they got new 
houses and. things like that. But do you know what percentage of 
the people are poor today? It's 90 - 95%. What the hell! Who's 
going to tell me that uranium mining is good. The people are now 
actually in a worse situation than they were five or six years ago. 
It's like that in the whole north, not just lie a la Grosse. 

The government is trying to get rid of the traditional people. The 
whole thing is running away on us. There aren't too many tra 
ditional people left. When the majority of the people have become 
modernized and assimilated, they still shouldn't destroy the tra 
ditionalist. It's his government too. But they're judging everyone by 

58 



) 
/ 



what the native leaders are doing. They're letting everyone go 
down the drain. They're trying to get everybody to assimilate, and 
the system doesn't have the accommodations for all of us to be 
come lawyers or doctors. 

Our water up here isn't perfect but it's beautiful. Down south in 
Saskatoon you can go to the river bank and see the river. It's 
green, full of pollution. You don't even want to swim in it or wash 
your face because you get all itchy and scratched. Up here you 
can dive into the lake. We've got to really watch our water. Right 
now we have such a beautiful supply, nice clear water compared 
to Regina and Saskatoon. 

We have to watch what the government and corporations are 
doing up here. Like there is the Cold Lake tar sands plant just west 
of lle a la Crosse. It's not pure oil. It's oil mixed with sand. They 
have to use a lot of water to mix it up and bring out the oil and 
throw the water away. The river that comes out of there is called 
the Beaver River. It flows all the way from British Columbia. We 
have to watch what is happening because they're trying to take 
our water away from us. If the water level goes down the animals 
are affected too. But we could buy six big tankers and haul water 
down to the south and let them buy our fresh water to drink in- 
stead of polluting it. · 

It's hard for people to· comprehend something that's going to 
happen 20 years from now because they're so worried about try 
ing to make a living today. The governments have people in a 
position where all they can do is survive. Maybe 20 years from now 
they'll build a huge cancer clinic, who knows. 

The main thing is that people are forced to work at places like 
the mines because of economic reasons, because of poverty, be 
cause they're so poor. And welfare too, they've got you in such a 
position that by the time you try to do something about it you've 
got no money to do it, because money makes things go around 
and there's not much of it. 

People are divided right now in lle a la Crosse. You have all the 
class struggles that are happening everywhere. Our own native 
leaders are neo-colonialists now. They are our own oppressors. 
They don't need radicals like us anymore because they got what 
they want from the government. Now they don't want us to create 
problems, they might get their money cut off, so they come after 
us. 

The way I look at it I think that a lot of our own native leaders are 
really kind of happy that many of their own people are illiterate, 
because then they can get away with a lot of stuff that people 
don't know about. When people start getting education the lead- 
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"I don't want to be poor, but I don't want to destroy my own land 
just to be rich." 

ers can't just go ahead and start doing things because someone 
from the Band is going to question him. 

I know I'll never go work at the mine. I don't care how poor I am. 
I don't want to work at the mine because I believe uranium mining 
is destroying the land and the people too. 

And before we can talk about the bomb we have to talk about 
where the bomb comes from. It came from the land, from the 
people. Before they build a bomb they've already destroyed the 
Indian people. They've destroyed their water and their fishing be 
fore they've destroyed people with the bomb. That's the thing we 
have to look at. We've got to get to where it's happening, right 
here in the back yard of our country. 

There are so many new things thrown at native people, like 
liquor. That's the first thing the white man brought us. I quit drink 
ing in 1983 because I couldn't handle it. When I drank the first 
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Banjo being interviewed for Finnish radio, August 5, 1985, lie a 
la Crosse. 

thing I knew I'd be in jail for two years for something idiotic, some 
thing so simple that if you were sober you could avoid but when 
you're drunk your mind is different. Plus, you've got a lot of bitter 
ness in your heart and you want to take it out on somebody and 
the first white person you see is the one you go get - that is for 
people who hold authority positions like cops and priests. 

If my kids don't know how to talk their own language by the time 
they're 15-16 then I'm the one at fault because I don't speak that 
language every day. I know that my kids are not going to be able 
to speak Cree. People have such a defeatist attitude about the 
whole system. 

It's not that the people are for uranium mines but its that the 
government doesn't give them the right information. Plus, a lot of 
times our own leaders are collaborating with the government in 
order for them to get jobs. They give excuses like we have 90% 
unemployment in northern Saskatchewan and we have to have the 
mines for people to work. That's what they told us in 1980. But 
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today you don't see very many people working in the mines. They 
poured about three million bucks into lie a la Grosse and every 
body just went crazy, just like a mass sellout. But there were a few 
people saying, "We don't believe in that mine, they're just tricking 
you." 

My father, he's fished and trapped all his life. Within a three 
month period he'd only make about $3 - 4,000 on furs and fish and 
he didn't need all that money because he lived off the land. But 
now you need more money because there are fewer moose now. 
So my Dad got a job in the mine. After 21 days he came back with 
$3.400. After 21 days! And here his son is trying to tell him about 
uranium mining. He just kicks me out the door. But now he's more 
bitter because he's found out I've always been telling the truth, but 
it's too late. 

I don't want to live poor all my life, but I don't want to destroy my 
own land just to be rich. There has to be other avenues for people 
to take. There has to be. Only about eight people work at the 
mines from lie a la Grosse out of the whole population of about 
1,500. Every week they bring out millions of dollars worth of yellow 
cake from the mine. Why don't they drop off $2 million right here. 
That's not happening. They just disregard us. 

All around lie a la Grosse people used to have farms. They had 
cows and chickens and farmed their own land. Then the socialist 
government came along and centralized everybody. They said, 
"We'll give you a brand new house, running water, electricity." A 
lot of people went for that. They left the land and moved into town. 
Now they've got nothing. When they want to pay for something 
they have to have a welfare check to pay for it. That's what the 
socialists did to the people here in the north. 

The houses that they were promised they'll never be able to pay 
for in their wildest dreams, like $90,000. Some of them are lucky to 
even get $10,000 a year on welfare and they have to pay for that 
house out of their welfare. They have to pay for that phone bill, 
electricity, and water. By the time it comes down to spend that 
money there's nothing there. They've got the people so poor that 
by the time they realize what's happening and they try to organize, 
there's no money there to organize, there's nothing there. Right 
now the people can not mobilize without a government grant. The 
government has made people dependent. _ 

The government has taken all that land and is trying to use it for 
tourism. They don't want people to go out and fish for their fam 
ilies, they want you to buy fish from the store. You can't go out and 
put your net in the lake because they're saving all the fish for the 
tourists who come up from the so~th with tourist dollars. It's pathe- 
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The northern lights and the big dipper over the lie a la Crosse 
school, September, 1985. 

tic I think. 
We've been talking, talking, talking for years and nothing has 

changed. It's even getting worse. They're out maneuvering the 
whole anti-nuclear movement. Even the peace movement is just a 
farce now. Where is the peace movement when you have a star 
wars? It's no use talking any more, we must act. A lot of people 
only get involved in these movements because they've got a lot of 
money and a lot of time. Well us poor people we don't have a lot 
of money and we can't go out and give up our cheques. You want 
to do that but you've got a wife and two kids to support. 

What they do is they divide and conquer because of the al 
mighty dollar. They put us in such a sorry state and then throw us 
just a little bit of money. The people just rip each other apart for it. 
It's just like a pack of dogs. You keep them behind a fence and 
don't feed them for ten days, then you get a nice piece of fresh 
meat and throw it in the cage. The dogs will go at each other. 
There'll be ears falling off and the dogs will kill each other for that 
piece of meat. It's the same thing that's happening now. The 
government makes. you so poor that when they give just a little bit 
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The lie a la Crosse grave yard with mass graves from the early 
1900's when Cree people died of smallpox. Contaminated blankets 
were intentionally distributed in the community by the colonial 
ists. 

of money everybody starts fighting over it, and there isn't enough 
money to give everyone a job. 

There's a problem with housing too. In 1985 they spent about 
$300,000 to build just six single family units in a little apartment 
block. They built them and then said, "OK we want applications 
from those that want to live here." There was room for six families 
but 120 families applied. Then the fights started. "I want that 
house, no I want that house, I got seven kids, to hell with you I got 
17 kids and I don't have a job." It's just crazy. 
The government comes along and puts a bunch of money in 

front of the people and says, "We want your land but we'll give 
you this much money." What the hell are the people going to do 
with that much money when they've been poor all their lives and 
lived off the land? They'll go crazy with it. Mismanagement, ripoffs, 
just outright ripping off your own people. You eat all the meat and 
there's nothing left but the bones, and· people are even fighting 
over the bones now. 
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In The City: 
Alcohol, 

Welfare, And Jails 
The poverty and lack of opportunity in rural areas has pushed 

many Indian people into the cities. All too often the change does 
not improve their situation. Canadian jails hold a dispropor 
tionate number oflndian people compared to their percentage of 
the overall population. Though native people make up only a 
few percent of the national population, they make up over 80% 
of all prisoners. Alcohol is involved in about 60% of all their 
offences, and soft drugs in a further 15%. 
The following is an interview made in 1985 with a govern 

ment employee in the prairie region (Alberta, Saskatchewan, and 
Manitoba) who prefers to remain anonymous. This person has 
worked for many years in an urban setting with Indian and 
Metis people in trouble with the law. 

Many native people have been brought up on the tradition that 
everyone is part of you and your family, the great extended family. 
It is common on the reserve to just walk into any house. If a pot of 
soup is on the stove and nobody is home, you help yourself, rinse 
out your dish and leave. Or, if it's pouring rain or snowing, you walk 
in and go to sleep on the couch. If whoever lives there comes 
home and sees you, they don't call the police. But do that in the 
city and you've got three cruiser cars and six policemen crawling 
all over because you committed unlawful entry. Or, if they don't 
happen to like you, maybe charge you with break and enter 
although you had no intent of breaking and entering and commit 
ting an offense; you've been brought up on the principal that 
everybody shares, then you come into the city and nobody shares. 
There are some people that do but they are in the minority and it's 
unfortunate. · 

I think that one of the major reasons why Indian people continue 
to get into trouble, even without the alcohol problem, is the econ 
omic situation. There just aren't enough jobs. They get on the 
viscious treadmill of, "I haven't got a job, but I've got a dollar, I'll go 
have a beer." They go down to the bar and run into 10 friends who 
each have a couple of dollars, and next thing you know they're 
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drunk. Then they're walking through a store or see a car parked 
and think, "I could take something and make a little more money, 
get a little more booze." And so they start to break the law. The 
offense was made to help support the alcohol or drug habit. Most 
often, if they wouldn't have taken a drink they wouldn't have been 
in court. It's the alcohol and the economic situation that brings 
them to the court room in the first place. 

The non-native people have to be educated too. I think that one 
of the reasons that a lot of native people drink is that it's their way 
of rebelling against the situation they find themselves in. It's like a 
catch 22, you can't go this way and you can't go that way, there's 
no-one that can help you, there's no-one that has an answer. 
They're rebelling from being put on a tiny reservation and being 
told this is where you have to live and given $ 5 per year treaty 
money, and free medicine and glasses. If you're not Indian you've 
got Medicare. So what are they really giving? Not a damn thing. 
But the politicians convince you they're giving everything. 
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Indian people don't commit more crimes, but they get charged 
more often. If a white person, a non-native person went into a large 
store and took a pack of cigarettes, the security guard might take 
them into the office and say, "Look don't do that again." But if an 
Indian takes a pack of cigarettes, it's arm behind the back, call the 
police and take them away. Not because they don't like Indian 
people, but because they feel they don't spend much money in 
the store. That's the way it is, it's a fact of life. 

People are prejudiced against minority groups, particularly if 
their skin is a different color. Indians do get treated differently. If 
you're Indian with a criminal record and you happen to get picked 
up, and this is not just unique to the prairie region, this is anywhere 
in Canada, if you are Indian or part Indian, you're subjected to 
derogatory remarks by certain police, and subjected to cruel and 
unusual treatment. 

For example, there is the case of a young man who was arres 
ted on impaired driving, he was supposed to be drunk. The police 
put him in a cell. He was a tall, good looking man with braids past 
his shoulders, not long enough to rap around his neck, but long. 
Next morning he woke up and found that his braids had been cut 
off. The reason given was that they thought he was going to try 
and hang himself. In every police station they have special cells for 
people they think might want to commit suicide. They can hand 
cuff him and chain him to the cell so he can't hang himself. So why 
cut his hair? · 

You can talk to anyone you want to and I don't think you'll find 
too many people that have an answer to the Indian poverty 
problem, other than to say education, and I don't mean grade 11 
and 12 and university. I mean educating them on how to handle 
their lives, how to handle the alcohol problem and how to handle 
money, how to be trained and go and look for work. 

People are becoming more conscious of the fact that it's import 
ant to be able to read and write. When I'm taking information down 
and ask, "What education have you got?" They say, "I don't have 
any." They never even learned how to read and write. That shows 
what one of the problems is. If you can't read and write how can 
you get a job? If you can't get a job, how can you exist? Eventually 
you have to put your pride in your back pocket and say, "Hey, I 
want to learn how to read." That is the first big step. 

The government has tremendous programs to create jobs but 
they're for people who have a good education. They have summer 
youth positions for students, but the students that get hired are 
the ones that live at home and don't need to pay board and room. 

The government is trying to 90 something about the problems, 
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but it still just amounts to a bandaid. What we need is major sur 
gery. The government in my opinion doesn't give a damn about 
poor people. When a single parent mother with one or two children 
can't work because she has to bring up her babies, does some 
body say to her, "We'll provide to look after your children while you 
go back to school." No, they give her just enough for rent and not 
enough for food and if she wants anything else it's too bad be 
cause she's not going to get it. 

If they would have a program for instance that when a mother 
with a small child can't work because she doesn't have an edu 
cation, or is sick, or maybe she wants to be like every other women 
and bring up her child a little bit first so that the child knows they 
have a mother, that if they would say, "All right if you would do 10 
hours of volunteer work a week, that's 40 hours a month, we'll give 
you an extra $100 a month." Something like that. She'll feel like 
she is earning·it. She'll feel better about herself and actually be 
able to afford to go into a restaurant with her child and sit down 
and say, "I'd like a coke and a hamburger and trench fries please." 
Right now they can't afford that. A lousy little hamburger and 
trench fries! You dream about things that everybody else takes tor 
granted. You shop at the Thrift Stores the Salvation Army thrift 
store. You buy second hand shoes and clothes so that your child 
ren and you are dressed tialf way decent because you can't 
afford to buy things new. 

These are the people that the government cuts back on. These 
are the people that are told you can't have any more money. That 
is why when you ask, "Do they have programs for the poor 
people?", the answer is no. Certain provinces have tried to do 
something but because all the costs are shared by the federal 
government, they can't. · 

I have never met anyone who liked or wanted to be on welfare. 
And yet people say, "Oh, well that person doesn't try, that person 
doesn't look for work." How can a girl who has a grade 7 edu 
cation and a small baby go out and compete for a job when there 
are university students looking for work. And yet she will go out 
and do anything. In fact some of them do, you see them on the 
corner and they charge 50 dollars; not because they like that kind 
of life but because they want to give their children something or 
they want to buy a nice dress for themselves just once. 

Look at the situation in the prisons. It used to be that if you were 
in the penitentiary you could take university and electronics cour 
ses that the government paid for. If you were doing five years you 
could take five years of university and get your Masters degree in 
something. Then, when you got out, there would be no reason for 

69 



you to break the law anymore. You could get a job. They cut that 
out to save money. So all they do now is just warehouse people. 
They just throw them in the penitentiary and say, "Do your time, or 
go work in the kitchen and we'll pay you a dollar and a half a day." 

When they cut programs, if it's a needed program, if it's going 
to help the little guy, the poor person, that's the first program to 
get cut. And that's too bad. We have some very good politicians 
who fight for the little guy but there arn't enough of them. That's 
it, it's too bad. 

Indian people have to be careful to pick Indian leaders who care 
about Indian people. You can go and have an election but you 
have to make sure the people arn't just taking the position for the 
money. Everybody is human. Everyone wants to feather their own 
nest. You have to make sure that if you're going to be fighting on 
a political basis that you have people who are going to be doing it 
because they care and not because they're going to make some 
money. 

Right now we have a Department of Indian Affairs. Indian people 
that are Treaty Indians are the ones that are handled by Indian 
Affairs. If you are Metis you are not handled by Indian Affairs. The 
head of it is not Indian. They've never had an Indian person run 
ning Indian Affairs. So how can you have a person who has never 
been there, who has no feeling in their heart tell you how to run 
your affairs, how to spend your money, how to develop programs, 
or what ever else you do? 

To some extent the situation has improved. The Bands are start 
ing to get some of their land back but not all of it. It's throwing a 
few crums to save the cake for somebody else. That's about what 
it comes to. If you come to my house for a meal and I fill you up 
with soup you think you have been well fed because your stomach 
is full. Meanwhile, all I gave you was a bowl of soup. I saved the 
steak for myself. After you leave I'm going to sit down and eat that 
steak. That is what Indian Affairs is doing in my opinion. 
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CHAPTER 2 

THE MINES 
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Saskatchewan: 
The ''Saudi Arabia'' 

Of The 
Uranium Industry 

Uranium mining is the "front end," or beginning, of the inter 
national nuclear industry. In 1984 Canada became the western 
world's number one producer and exporter of uranium, sur 
passing the United States for the first time. The approximately 
11,000 tonnes produced in 1984 represented about one-third of 
the western world's sales. About one-tenth of production is for 
domestic use. 
Uranium from Canada travels to points all over the world. 

Before leaving the country, most of it is taken to Port Hope, 
Ontario to be refined, though some goes directly to the U.S. 
According to official statistics the list of countries that have or 
are receiving uranium from Canada include: Argentina, Bel 
gium, Finland, France, India, Italy, Japan, Pakistan, South 
Korea, the Soviet Union, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, 
the United Kingdom, United States and West Germany. 

All uranium mines and mills have a waste outlet pipe. The one at 
left is from the Beaverlodge uranium mill near Uranium City. It 
closed in 1982. 
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Producing uranium mines in Canada are located in northern 
Saskatchewan and Ontario. The most lucrative ones are in the 
homeland of the northern Saskatchewan Dene people. The uran 
ium rich geologic formation known as the "Athabasca Sandstone 
Basin" covers almost the whole northern third of Saskatchewan. 

Most of northern Saskatchewan is still a beautiful area of 
forests and interconnected lakes and rivers with an abundance of 
wild berries, other edible plants, wildlife, and fish. But this 
300,000 square kilometre area is dotted with radioactively con 
taminated "sacrifice areas" - a term used to stress that the area 
around uranium mines remains unsuitable for human habitation 
for thousands of years. 

Three main factors have combined to make Saskatchewan the 
most important production and growth area for the global urani 
um industry, as follows: 
- low cost of mining due to unusually high grade deposits, 
- government susidization, and 
- weak public opposition. 

High Grade Deposits 
Uranium ore normally contains only a few tenths of a percent 

uranium. In contrast, several large deposits in northern Saskat 
chewan contain ore grading in the tens of percent. Further, most 
of the rich deposits are close to the surface, which lowers the cost 
of getting the ore out of the ground. Many of these high grade 
deposits are more than 100 times richer than competing mines in 
the rest of the world. For example, the average grade of the Elliot 
Lake, Ontario uranium deposits is .1 %, while the Cigar Lake 
deposit in Saskatchewan has an average grade of 15%.1 
Mining the high grade deposits in Saskatchewan has con 

fronted the uranium industry with uniquely serious environmen 
tal and worker protection problems. The first high grade mine to 
open was Cluff Lake in 1978, followed by Key Lake in 1983 and 
Collin's Bay in 1985. No other uranium mines in the world have 
had to deal with such high radiation levels. For this reason, anti 
uranium mining advocate Maisy Shiell from Regina, Saskatche 
wan rightfully calls the new mines "experiments." The high 
grade Saskatchewan mines have, in addition, all the problems 
associated with low grade uranium mining. 
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In 1979 when pockets of 45% ore were being mined at Cluff 
Lake, the owners bragged that in one day they took out over 
$9CDN million worth of uranium. It is so profitable to mine 
uranium in Saskatchewan that the province is known in industry 
circles as "the Saudi Arabia of the uranium industry." 

Bill Harding, a spokesman for the Regina Group For A Non 
nuclear Society, was asked in a 1984 interview if it is profitable 
to mine uranium in Saskatchewan. In his answer he stressed that 
there are many hidden costs that are not normally considered. 
He stated, 

To put in a straight forward and simple way, it is more lucrative 
to mine uranium in northern Saskatchewan than in most other 
parts of the world because the ore is richer and the method of 
extraction is cheaper. But that is only looking at the purely econ 
omic considerations that don't take into account the cost of money 
that the public of Saskatchewan has put up front so that the whole 
thing can be operated. And it certainly doesn't take into consider 
ation the environmental costs over generations and generations or 
the costs of social abuse. in the north of native people. 

Government Involvement 
Government subsidization coupled with low engineering costs 

makes northern Saskatchewan especially attractive economically 
for multi-national mining companies. For the purchaser of ura 
nium, the price is kept low and government involvement guar 
antees uninterupted supply. 

Both the provincial and federal governments are directly in 
volved in the uranium industry. The federal government owns 
Eldorado Nuclear Ltd. (ENL), and the provincial government 
owns Saskatchewan Mining Development Corporation (SMDC). 
ENL purchased the Rabbit Lake/Collin's Bay operation from 
Gulf Minerals in 1982, and is part owner of the Key Lake mine. 

SMDC has part ownership in numerous exploration projects, 
and the Key Lake, Cluff Lake, and Cigar Lake mines. A 1975 
revision of the Saskatchewan Mineral Resources Act requires all 
new exploration and mining projects to offer up to 50% partici 
pation to SMDC. The Saskatchewan government is involved in 
almost every major uranium development in the province. 
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Greetings! 
We're the folks controlling the big Saskatchewan 

uranium boom. 
We sell uranium around the world to make nuclear weapons 

and fuel atomic reactors 
We trade in terror - for profits. 
The real secret of our success is that we don't discriminate. 

We peddle uranium and nuclear know-how to anyone. Hell, 
there's a big demand for the bomb! 

We poison the air, water, land and life. That's our business. 
The poison that makes us rich makes you poor. What makes 

us powerful makes you sick. 
Can you stop us? 

All Power to the Corporations 
Unleash the Fury of the Ruling Class 

Autharind by: Mutants fOI' e Redioective Enwonment, 
Association fDI' the Advancement of Atomic Weapons, 
end the above-mentioned corporate end state interests. 
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Throughout the 1970s the government of Saskatchewan dili 
gently built the roadways and other infrastructure necessary to 
accommodate the boom in uranium exploration and mining. 
Resistance to "progress" was discouraged by co-opted native 
leadership, who emphasized economic benefits to impoverished 
constituencies. The government sponsored Federation of Saskat 
chewan Indian Nations proceeded to set up, with corporate/ 
government funding, the Saskatchewan Indian Nations Corpor 
ation (SINCO). One of the corporation's main functions, 
through SINCO Trucking, is to truck uranium from the mines to 
the distribution hub of Saskatoon. Another special arm of the 
enterprise, SINCO Security, is responsible for guarding the Cluff 
Lake and Key Lake uranium mine sites. 

There is another important aspect of government involve 
ment in the uranium industry. Since the government is respon 
sible for setting and enforcing health and environmental regula 
tions, and at the same time is part owner of the mines, a "fox 
guarding the chicken house" situation exists. The result has been 
lax licensing and environmental regulations by both provincial 
and federal governments that help encourage new developments 
and ensure profitable operations. 

Weak Public Opposition 
The high grade of uranium ore close to the surface plus part 

nership with Saskatchewan and Canadian government corpor 
ations are two of the main factors attracting transnational invest 
ment. Just as significant, however, is the relatively weak public 
opposition in Saskatchewan as compared to many other places. 
The president of one company operating in Saskatchewan was 
quoted in the March, 1985 issue of Saskatchewan Business as 
saying, "I'd rather face the technical problems of mining Cigar. 
Lake than the political hassle of developing a uranium mine in 
Australia. "2 

A major reason for the lack of strong public opposition in 
Saskatchewan is the remoteness of the mines. All are located in 
the north, far from southern urban centers. To the vast majority 
of people, the waste problems are "out of sight and out of mind." 

International corporations are enjoying the political climate of 
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the Saskatchewan uranium business. The constellation of trans 
national resource corporations now active in northern Saskat 
chewan include French, West German, American, and Japanese 
based interests. 

In mid-July, 1985 the "most important uranium contract in 
Saskatchewan's history" - as the press called it, was signed be 
tween Canada and Japan. SMDC and Eldorado Nuclear Ltd. 
committed themselves to sending 2. 7 million kilos of uranium 
concentrate to Kyushu Ltd., a Japanese utility company. The 
delivery is expected to take 13 years, beginning in 1987 and 
ending in 1999. This quantity is equivalent to about half the 
annual production of the Key Lake mine. 

In a front page article in The Northerner (published in La 
Ronge) on July 24, 1985, Sid Dutchak, Minister in charge of 
SMDC, stated, 

The contract ensures that we will be proceeding with further 
developments. It definitely signals more discussions and more 
work on potential developments. 

Following are some comments of interest about the six most 
significant developments: the Uranium City area, Rabbit Lake 
and Collin's Bay, Cluff Lake, Key Lake, and Cigar Lake. 

Closed, Operating and 
Planned Mines 

Uranium City Area 
Uranium mining stopped in the Uranium City area in 1982 

after 30 years of operation. The population of the community 
dropped from 4,000 in the 1970s to less than 200 in 1983. Those 
that remain are mostly the Indian people whose ancestors have 
always been there. Other than a few small privately owned open 
pit mines, the whole operation was owned by Eldorado Nuclear 
Ltd. The Beaverlodge mine, near the Uranium City townsite, is 
the only underground mine ih northern Saskatchewan. A shaft 
there is almost two kilometres deep. 

It is no secret that contamination from the mining had more 
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The mud flats in the centre of the photo are radioactive wastes 
dumped from the Beaverlodge uranium mill. The waste outlet pipe, 
shown at the beginning of the chapter, enters from the right. 

to do with mine closure than authorities admit. Wastes from the 
25 open pit and underground mines were dumped without treat 
ment onto nearby land and into lakes. In the late 1950s and early 
1960s millions of tonnes of solid and liquid wastes were dumped 
directly into Lake Athabasca. From there contaminants can flow 
down the Slave River and into the Mackenzie River, which flows 
into the Arctic Ocean. Contamination continues to reach Lake 
Athabasca via rain and snow runoff, and ground water flow. 

In the 1950's and 1960's when the dariger of radioactive con 
tamination was unknown, the fine, sand like, radioactive wastes 
(or tailings), were used as construction fill material in Uranium 
City. The school, most of the streets and buildings, including the 
hospital, were built on the radioactive sand. 

CANDU HIGH, the high school in Uranium City, was named 
after the Canadian made CANDU nuclear reactor. In 1977, the 
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federal government agency Health and Welfare Canada found 
radiation levels from radon gas 60 times higher than their 
allowed limit in the class rooms. An air venting system was in 
stalled to blow the radioactive gas outside, but the vents pointed 
out into the school ground where the children played. 3 

Rabbit Lake and Collin's Bay 
The Rabbit Lake mine operated from 1975 to 1984. The pit is 

about 550 metres wide and 150 metres deep. The average grade 
of the Rabbit Lake ore was about .3%, though some pockets of 
ore graded more than 10 times higher.4 The Collin's Bay B-zone 
mine, just six kilometres north, started production in the sum 
mer of 1985. Eldorado Nuclear Ltd. owns both operations. The 
Collin's Bay ore is trucked to the Rabbit Lake mill. One of the 
mill's notorious problems is that the liquid wastes frequently 
contain levels of ammonia toxic to fish. The mill produces close 
to $1 00CDN million worth of yellowcake every year. 5 
To accommodate the Collin's Bay ore, the mill had to be ex 

panded and altered. During the construction period, a number of 
workers were fired for exposing poor safety standards and 
attempting to unionize. After eight months of trying to get their 
jobs back without success, four workers held a press conference 
in Saskatoon in January, 1984. One of the four, Mike Toft, 
stated that 52 workers, in May, 1983, were abruptly flown off the 
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The Rabbit Lake pit, with Wollaston Lake in the background. 

mine site without explanation after working only two weeks. Mr. 
Toft reported that the workers were: 
- exposed to radiation but not provided with personal radiation 

monitoring badges as required by Health and Welfare 
Canada; 

- forced to stand ankle deep in water contaminated with radi 
ation; 

- exposed to radioactive dust from an ore stockpile, rock 
crusher, and mill concentrator; and 

- working perilously close to where explosives were being 
loaded. At one point a blasting error showered the construc 
tion area with flying rock. 
To try and improve the situation, the employees applied for 

trade union representation. As soon as this was discovered by 
Eldorado Nuclear Ltd. the workers were fired, and the company 
they worked for, Enerpet Construction Ltd. of Calgary, lost the 
contract.6 
The Collin's Bay open pit mine is especially dangerous 

because the uranium is actually under the bottom of Wollaston 
Lake. In order to get at the uranium, part of the bay was diked 
off and drained in 1984. Mining below the bottom of the lake 
began in the spring of 1985. The pit is separated from the rest of 
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The Collin's Bay pit, August, 1985. 

the lake by a dike of thin steel that extends only about one metre 
above water level, and may not be high enough to withstand 
strong waves which are a common occurrence on the lake. After 
the projected six years of mining the dike will be destroyed, 
allowing the further spread of contamination and adding to the 
threat of destroying the commercial fishing potential of Wollas 
ton Lake. 
The B-zone is only one of many high grade deposits in the 

Wollaston area. In the summer of 1985 Eldorado Nuclear Ltd. 
distributed a color, glossy, booklet stating: 

When the Collin's Bay deposit is eventually depleted ore will be 
mined from several deposits within a 12 kilometre distance. (Em 
phasis added.) 

Four of these deposits (A-zone, D-zone, Eagle South, and 
Eagle Point) are all larger than the B-zone and deeper under 
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Containers holding radium wastes at the Cluff Lake mine. 

Wollaston Lake. 
A number of other deposits are located west of Wollaston 

Lake in its drainage basin. Some of them are Dawn Lake, Mid 
west Lake, McLean Lake, Raven-Horseshoe, West Bear, McCar 
thur, and Cigar Lake. No environmental studies have been done 
to determine the effect of all these mines put together. 

Cluff Lake 
At the Cluff Lake mine, which began operation in 1980, 

extremely dangerous radioactive radium wastes have been 
placed in ten-tonne concrete containers. After the first ore body 
had been mined out in 1983, there were 2,916 filled containers 
sitting at the mine site. Though they were expected to last at least 
100 years, some cracked and began to leak already in 1983. By 
the fall of 1986 more than 200 containers had either cracked or 
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tipped over (they were stacked two-deep), spilling more than 2.5 
tonnes of radioactive sludge. 7 In 1982 when there was a spill of 
about 2 tonnes of the radium wastes, radiation levels were 
reported to be 600,000 times what is allowed by the regulations. 
The Cluff Lake Mining Corporation has not determined what 

will be done with the radium wastes in the long-term. There are, 
however, plans to begin extracting gold and uranium from the 
radium wastes in early 1987. There was no public participation 
in the decision. At an August 13, 1986 press conference the com 
pany announced a new facility at the mine site will be built at an 
expected cost of $2.6CDN million. It was further stated that the 
reprocessing is estimated to yield up to 283,000 grams of gold 
worth about $4.5CDN million, and 56,700 kilograms of yellow 
cake, bringing in an additional $3.3CDN million. 8 9 See the 
"Uraniumelsombs" section for information on ownership of the 
mine. 

Key Lake 
The open pit at Key Lake is the largest uranium mine in the 

world. The owners of Key Lake Mining Corporation (KLMC) 
are Eldorado Nuclear Ltd. (1/6), Uranerz of West Germany (1/3) 
and SMDC (1/2). In early 1985 recoverable reserves were esti 
mated at 84 million kilograms at an average grade of 2.5%. In 
1984 the Key Lake mill produced 4. 7 million kilograms of 
yellowcake, which was 12% of western world production.'? The 
mill is capable of producing about 5.5 million kilos per year. I I 
The mill wastes are known to contain arsenic levels that present 
a serious hazard. I2 
The Key Lake mine has been widely publicized, internation 

ally, as using state of the art technology and being the most 
modern and safest in the world. I3 Why have public relations 
efforts been so intensive? Part of the answer is that both the 
Canadian and Saskatchewan governments had to justify their 
huge investment. The mine began production in October, 1983 
when there was a glut of uranium on the international market, 
which has continued to the time of this writing. Another part of 
the answer is the intense controversy generated by concerned 
people. 
The public inquiry into the mine was so overtly biased that it 

prompted a boycott by all public interest groups. At about the 
same time there was a court case by Maisy Shiell, an indepen 
dent citizen, that concluded with KLMC being found guilty of 

84 



illegally draining a number oflakes. The court gave the company 
a small fine and permission to continue work. 

Further, in the summer of 1981 the Saskatoon based Group 
For Survival, a group of native people, occupied the site of a 
planned limestone mine about 300 km south of Key Lake. The 
limestone was intended for use in the mill as a neutralizing 
agent. The community of Pinehouse is only 12 km north of the 
limestone deposit. Pinehouse 'has a population of 600 Metis 
people, and is one of the villages closest to the Key Lake mine. 
The occupation led to the community of Pinehouse opposing the 
project. Finally, the site was abandoned and limestone had to be 
transported at considerably greater cost from near Hudson's Bay. 

The only hope the mine owners had of saving face was to 
mount a massive public relations campaign. KLMC hired a full 
time public relations staff that coordinated production of glossy, 
color booklets, a slide presentation, film, and numerous other 
efforts. In Saskatchewan the company ran full page newspaper 
advertisements and short TV spots just before the evening news, 
to catch the maximum possible number of viewers. One TV spot 
focused on an attractive, young, female geologist working in a 
sunny, pleasant, forested area. 

Much to the embarrassment of KLMC, within the first three 
months of operation at least 12 major spills of radioactive wastes 
occurred. The largest was in January, 1984 when over 100 
million liters of radioactive liquid with radiation levels at least 
20 times the regulation level spilled over the retaining walls of a 
holding pond.14 Plans to clean up the mess did not begin until 
after a one day blockade of the mine road by local native people 
and supporters. The controversy continues, and so does the PR. 

Cigar Lake 
The most significant uranium deposit ever discovered is at 

Cigar Lake adjacent to the southwest shore of Waterbury Lake. 
It is located 115 kilometres northeast of the Key Lake mine and 
55 kilometres west southwest of the Rabbit Lake mine. The 
main Cigar Lake ore body is the world's largest high grade depos 
it. It contains over 100 million kilos of uranium at an average 
grade of 15%, with pockets as high as 60%. This is twice as big 
and 6 times as rich as the Key Lake "monster deposit." In 
addition, potential reserves at Cigar Lake are estimated to con 
tain a further 50 million kilos at a grade of 4. 7%. Though the 
deposit was discovered in 1981, its existence was not made 
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public until 1984. 
The partners in Cigar Lake Mining Corporation (CLMC) are 

Cogema Canada Ltd., Montreal (32.625%), SMDC (50.75%), Ide 
mitsu Uranium Exploration Canada Ltd., Calgary (12.875%) and 
Corona Grande Exploration Corporation (3.75%). Cogema Can 
ada is a subsidiary of the Atomic Energy Commission of France 
which is directly responsible for France's regular nuclear 
weapons testing in the South Pacific. 

Jim Hasty, a pilot living in Wollaston, does most of the flying 
for the Cigar Lake project. In his single engine Otter he flies the 
high grade core samples together with people and groceries from 

. the project site to Barge Landing (Highway 105, across the lake 
from Wollaston). According to him, CLMC uses the same truck 
to haul high grade radioactive core samples south that brings 
groceries north. 

Since the Cigar Lake deposit is 410 to 440 metres below the 
surface an underground mine is being considered. However, no 
method presently exists to overcome the radiation problem pre 
sented by underground mining of such high grade ore. According 
to CLMC, robots may be needed to remove the ore because 
radiation levels will be so high in the underground mine shafts. 
If an open pit is constructed, it would have to be about 2 kilo 
metres long. The deposit has been estimated to extend for 1,850 
metres with a maximum width of 100 metres.15 
Despite the technical and political controversy of the Cigar 

Lake mine the government has given the green light to the pro 
ject and production is expected to begin in the early 1990's. In 
May 1985 CLMC stated they had begun work on a two year 
program expected to employ 30 people and use a budget of 
$50CDN million.16 There has been no public involvement in the 
decision to mine the Cigar Lake deposit. 
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Uranium=Bombs 
Before we can talk about the bomb we have to talk about where 

the bomb comes from. It came from the land, from the people. 
Before they build a bomb they've already destroyed the Indian 
people. They've destroyed their water and their fishing before 
they've destroyed people with the bomb. That's the thing we have 
to look at. 

- Brian Ratt, Ile a la Crosse, August 5, 1985. 

Ever since the beginning of the global nuclear industry Cana 
dian uranium has played an important role. Uranium from the 
Northwest Territories helped produce the nuclear bombs ex 
ploded over Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Today, uranium mined in 
Saskatchewan directly feeds the nuclear fuel chains and weapons 
programs of several western nations, foremost the USA, England 
and France. 
The question of the connection between Canadian uranium 

and nuclear weapons is not "is the uranium ending up in nuclear 
weapons?", but "how directly, and how much?" Until the early 
1970's almost 90 percent of Saskatchewan uranium went to the 
United States. At that time there was no doubt that the U.S. was 
using the uranium for its nuclear weapons, as they had not yet 
begun a vigorous· commercial reactor program. 

By the late 1970's the U.S. had found enough uranium within 
its borders to easily meet the needs of its nuclear power plants. 
However, Canada continues to export uranium to the U.S. The 
imported uranium is being used to either replace U.S. uranium 
intended for reactor fuel so that the U.S. supplies can be used for 
weapons, or being directly used in weapons production itself. In 
both cases support is being given to weapons production and 
testing. 

Another clear weapons connection with Saskatchewan uran 
ium is via exports to France. The uranium received by France 
from the Cluff Lake mine directly contributes to French weapons 
production and testing capacity. Cluff Lake is owned 20 percent 
by Saskatchewan Mining Development Corporation (SMDC) 
and 80 percent by AMOK, a consortium of French government 
companies. AMOK is owned 30 percent by the French Commis 
sariat de l'Energie Atomique (CEA) which manufactures and 
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tests nuclear weapons. 
CEA operates the "Centre of Experiments" in the South Paci 

fic, where regular nuclear bomb tests have taken place since the 
mid-1960's. The Australian government stopped exports of 
uranium to France in 1983 because of its· bomb testing. After a 
change of government in Australia, exports of Australian uran 
ium to France began again in August 1986. Canada has left the 
door wide open for France. 

The use of uranium for weapons can not be separated from 
"peaceful" uses in commercial nuclear reactors. One of the main 
reasons is the mutual dependence of the civil and military 
nuclear industries on each other. Some of the same processing 
facilities are used in the production of nuclear fuel for civil 
nuclear reactors as in the production of the two key explosive 
components of nuclear bombs, plutonium and uranium. Figure 
1 shows how the nuclear fuel chain and the nuclear weapons 
chain overlap in the United States. For other nations, the 
locations of each step in the process are different but the links 
are the same. 

Plutonium is produced by uranium fission, which occurs in all 
nuclear reactors. Modern nuclear bombs have a plutonium "pit" 
and a plutonium or uranium-235 "spark plug," both of which 
are surrounded in a layer of uranium-238 metal to inc rease the 
bombs destructive capability (see Figure 2).17 

Canadian uranium even contributes to the USSR's production 
capability of nuclear weapons and uranium ammunition. Some 
of the Saskatchewan uranium purchased by German and Finnish 
companies is sent to the USSR enrichement plant in Riga, Lat 
via. The enriched uranium is sent on to Germany and Finland, 
but the depleted uranium (also called uranium-238 metal) stays 
behind. 
Despite these clear connections of Saskatchewan uranium to 

nuclear weapons, the mining companies persist in stating they 
do not exist. For example, a May, 1985 letter from Eldorado 
Nuclear Ltd. to Wollaston Lake residents reads: 

Contrary to allegations often made by the industry's critics, 
uranium mining in Saskatchewan is not related to the nuclear arms 
race. For the past 20 years, it has been illegal to sell Canadian 
uranium for use in nuclear weapons. Since 1965, the only market 
for Canadian uranium has been domestic and foreign utilities 
which use the uranium to produce electricity.18 
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Figure 1 . 
Nuclear Fuel Chain and Nuclear Weapons Chain in the United State 
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Nuclear weapon industry 
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Reprinted from: Benell, Rosalie. 1985. "No Immediate Danger." Pages 186-187. 
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Figure 2 

A Nuclear Bomb 
Monsanto 

The corporations that make the 
essential components of a nuclear 
bomb. 

detonators 

Pu-239 

Monsanto makes the electrically fired detona 
tors surrounding the primary ... 

which set off the chemical high-explosive char 
ges, made by Mason and Hanger-Silas Mason, 
that surround a hollow spherical tamper made 
of beryllium and uranium-238. The tamper, 
manufactured by Union Carbide, is liquified 
by the implosive shock wave and driven in 
ward toward the softball-sized fissionable core 
of the primary. 

The core is compressed to supercriticality by 
the tamper, and a beam of high energy neu 
trons is fired from outside the casing by a 
high-voltage vacuum tube made by General 
Electric. The neutrons start a fission chain 
reaction in the plutonium-239 "pit" made by 
Rockwell. 
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paper honey 
comb shield 

U-235 or 
Pu-239 
spark plug 

lithium-6 II ,,. .\, 
deutride 

U-238 
pusher 

The chain reaction spreads to a layer of uran 
i um-235 surrounding the pit, and the heat and 
pressure of fission ignite a hydrogen fusion 
reaction in the "booster" charge of tritium and 
deuterium gas, supplied by Du Pont. Fusion 
adds neutrons to the fission reaction, speeding 
it up and raising its temperature. 

The energy of fission reaction races away from 
the primary in the from of x-rays which are 
momentarily tapped by the bomb's metal 
casing ... 

focused through a paper honeycomb shield, 
and absorbed by a special polystyrene foam 
"channel filler" made by Bendix, which serves 
as a thermal explosive encasing the secondary. 

The exploding styrofoam compresses the sec 
ondary, which is filled with lithium-6 deutride. 
A "spark plug" of uranium-235 or pluto 
nium-239, runing sown its centre, is compres 
sed to supercriticality, and a second fission 
chain reaction thus begins to supply neutrons 
which convert lithium-6 into tritium. 

The nuclear explosion of the spark plug gener 
ates the temperatures and pressures needed to 
fuse the newly created tritium with deuterium, 
showering the casing of the secondary with 
high-energy neutrons created by fusion. The 
neutrons cause uranium-238 in the casing of 
the secondary (called the "pusher") to undergo 
fission. The lithium and uranium parts are 
made by Union Carbide. 

The fission of uranium-238 supplies most of 
the energy that allows an explosive device the 
size of a kitchen garbage can to destroy an 
entire city, along with its outlying suburbs. 

Reprinted from: Morland, Howard. 1981. "The Secret That Exploded." Random House, N.Y., N.Y., U.S.A. 
289 pages. See pages 277-279. ISBN: 0-394-51297-9. 
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Uranium Bullets!') 
Nuclear born bs are not the only military weapons containing 

uranium. Since the early 1970's depleted uranium (DU) has been 
used for armor piercing, incendiary ammunition. DU is also 
used in bullets meant to hit people directly. This information has 
been a closely guarded military secret. Both Canadian and Aus 
tralian government Royal Commissions into the effects of uran 
ium mining, which tried to be comprehensive in their examin 
ation of the uses of uranium, did not make public the use of 
depleted uranium in ammunition. 
The primary purposes of the uranium processing stages, mill 

ing, refining, and enriching, is to extract the uranium-235 for use 
in nuclear weapons and reactors. Uranium enters an enriche 
ment facility containing less than 1 % uranium-235; almost all 
the remaining part is uranium-238. The final product may con 
tain anywhere from 3 to 90% uranium-235. This product is 
called "enriched uranium," as its quantity of uranium-235 is 
increased. The material remaining is called "depleted uranium" 
because most of the uranium-235 is taken out. DU is almost. 
pure uranium-238. It has few uses, exists in large quantities, and 
can not cause an atomic explosion by itself. 
Military secrecy and industry competitiveness make it diffi 

cult to make an accurate estimate of how much DU has been 
used in ammunition production. However, the US military 
alone consumed a minimum of close to 10,000 tonnes by 1987. 
Though this represents a small portion of all the uranium mined 
in the US (about 300,000 tonnes up to 1987), it is not insignifi 
cant. About 10 million tonnes of solid radioactive waste had to 
be dumped somewhere to produce 10,000 tonnes of DU. Also, 
this quantity of DU represents an amount ofyellowcake equal to 
about half the total production over the entire 30 year life of the 
Beaverlodge uranium mill at Uranium City. 

Armor Piercing And Incendiary 
Depleted uranium is used in bullets because it: 

- has a high density; it is the heaviest non-manmade substance 
on Earth; 

- it is relatively soft compared to other metals; and 
- it is pyrophoric (starts on fire spontaneously) when finely 
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DU PE~ETRATORS:~ 
Reprinted from: Acrojct Ordnance Co .•. Depicted uranium Penetrators." Page 20. 
One 105 mm DU core in the M774 shell weighs about 3.6 kilos (8 
pounds). Several hundred thousand were produced by 1984. The 
30 mm projectile weighs 425 gm (15 ounces). 

divided. 
Ammunition is specially made to take advantage of one or 

more of these three attributes. DU is also attractive because it is 
cheaper and more accessible than alternative substances, such as 
tungsten. 20 

Because of its high density, bullets made out of DU are more 
efficient than any other material at passing through steel. DU is 
not only the best armor penetrator, but is required to penetrate 
modern armor plating. 
On impact with steel, pieces of superheated DU flake off and 

start on fire. Thus, DU bullets can pierce steel plating, come 
through the other side partly on fire, and ignite any ammunition 
or fuel it comes into contact with. This has the advantage of 
causing greater destruction of a hit. What is more, in the process 
of burning, toxic smoke is formed which can cause delayed 
effects if inhaled. 
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Standard NATO Armament 
DU ammunition is part of standard NATO armaments. In 

mid-1985, Major General Peter G. Burbules of the US Army 
wrote to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission in Washington, 
DC supporting an application by Sequoyah Fuels, Inc. to build a 
UF4 conversion plant. Uranium metal is produced from UF4. 
The General wrote that there was an "urgent need for penetrator 
munitions" and that depleted uranium metal "has certain 
unique properties which make it a vital component for our 
defense programs."21 

However, in some NA TO countries there has been a contro 
versy over placement of the uranium ammunition on their terr 
itory. In September, 1984, the Danish Ministry of Defense initi 
ally refused, then allowed placement of the uranium bullets at 
the NATO base in Jylland, Denmark.22 The Canadian military 
stocks DU bullets, and has tried to open a production factory in 
Canada. 

Single and Multiple-barreled Cannons 
The United States military uses DU in armor piercing, incen 

diary ammunition fired from single and multiple-barreled can 
nons on land, water, and in the air. The cannons are made to fire 
in bursts measured in seconds or fractions of a second. Mul 
tiple-barreled cannons are able to fire up to 6,000 rounds per 
minute (100 rounds per second). 

Five different sizes of DU ammunition are made: 20, 25, 30, 
105, and 120 mm. The 20 mm is fired from the M61Al Vulcan 
six-barreled cannon; the 25 mm from the five-barreled GAU12U 
cannon and the single-barreled M242 chain gun; the 30 mm 
from the four-barreled GAU13A and the seven-barreled GAU8A 
cannons; and the 105 and 120 mm shells are fired from a num 
ber of the US Army's tanks, including the main M 1 battle tank. 
The multiple-barreled cannons named are produced by General 
Electric (GE) in Vermont, and the. M242 is made by Hughs 
Helicopters in California. The 20 mm ammunition is alloyed 
with 2% molybdenum, and the other rounds with .75% titanium. 
Two US corporations manufacturing the different types of 

DU ammunition are Honeywell and Aerojet. In the mid-1980's, 
for just the GAUS ammunition, they shared a $1.3US billion 
contract to produce 100 million rounds. 

Aerojet Ordnance Company claims they are, "a leader in the 
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As part of the Al 0 program of the US Air Force, Aerojet produced 
the first 30 mm DU bullets in 1975 and began mass production in 
1977. The Al 0A Thunderbolt II close-support aircraft ( above) has 
a GA U8A ca1111011 mounted in the nose, which can fire up to 70 
rounds per second. 21 

military application of heavy metal." Their research and devel 
opment includes a cluster bomb where small DU bomblets fall 
out of a dispenser and rain down on a target area. Aerojet has a 
special branch called "Heavy Metals Division" that has its head 
quarters near Jonesboro in northeastern Tennessee.23 

Radar Controlled Cannon 
The MK 15 Phalanx Close-in Weapon System uses a radar 

controlled six-barreled 20 mm Vulcan cannon. It can shoot up a 
cloud of DU bullets at a rate of 3,000 per minute that will 
destroy any incoming objects. The system is specially designed 
by the US Navy to act as a defense against sea skimming, cruise 
type missiles. The weapon increases a ship's invulnerability, thus 
making it more dangerous, forcing "the other side" to escalate its 
weapons development in defense. 
DU was chosen as ammunition material for the Phalanx sys 

tem after a testing process that lasted about a year. In addition, 
handling requirements of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commis 
sion had to be met. The first Phalanx system was completed in 
1979. A ceremony marking production of the 300th was held by 
the US Navy in 1984. 
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Reprinted from : Acrojet Ordnance Co. Undated promotion booklet. 

Anti-personnel Uranium Bullets 
DU bullets are soft enough that when they hit human flesh 

they spread out; thus entering at a tiny point but leaving a big 
whole on the other side. The military refers to this effect as an 
"explosive type wound." In order to enhance the damage done, 
bullets have been made out of 2 cm long, needle-like flechettes. 
The flechette curls over into a hook shape on impact, thus maxi 
mizing the explosive effect; and may" have a split tip to further 
increase wounding power. They may be made out of steel, DU, 
or other metals. 24 25 
Flechettes are used in rockets and rifle and shotgun shells. 

Flechette cartridges have been made for the American M14 7.62 
mm rifle and the M16 5.56 mm rifle. This type of ammunition 
has also been made for pistols by a French manufacturer.26 
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What About The 
Wastes? 

It is not possible to mine uranium without producing wastes 
that have a catastrophic effect on the immediate surrounding 
environment, especially the downstream area. Uranium mine 
and mill wastes decline water quality to such a degree that 
aquatic communities may be completely eradicated in the 
immediate downstream vicinity. The main forms of waste 
include: the overburden material; ore not rich enough to mill; 
mill process chemicals and water; and contaminated clothes, 
tools and buildings. The following discussion, however, focuses 
on wastes that come out the discharge pipe from a uranium mill 
- the water, crushed rock and process chemicals. 
This part is divided into six sections. The first is an overview 

of the nature of the waste problem, presented to establish the 
basic characteristics of mill wastes. Described are a few aspects 
of radioactivity, the large volume of wastes produced in a short 
time and why wastes remain toxic for thousands of years - for 
ever in human terms. Included as well are the often overlooked 
problems of heavy metals and process chemicals. 
The second section describes some effects of radioactivity on 

plants and animals, particularly the topics of biological accumu 
lation and radioactivity transfer to people. The third section 
outlines some reasons why there is no solution in sight to elimi 
nating contamination by wastes. The problems of spills and 
revegetation of waste piles are discussed. In the fourth section 
some possible remedial actions to stop the pollution are listed. 
Some precautions are_ mentioned that can be taken to limit 
exposure to people from radioactivity in contaminated food. 
The fifth section uses the Rabbit Lake/Collin's Bay operation 

as an example to illustrate how uranium mines do not meet 
conditions set by their Canadian government operating license. 
Quantities of lead, arsenic, uranium, and radium downstream 
from the mine are used to point this out. The last section reviews 
the position of the authorities and Eldorado Nuclear Ltd. regard 
ing pollution from the Rabbit Lake/Collin's Bay mines. 
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The Nature of the Problem 

Uranium is the heaviest non-manmade substance. Heavier 
are some radioactive byproducts formed by the atomic reaction 
inside a nuclear reactor and by the explosion of nuclear bombs. 
Uranium atoms were formed billions of years ago by superno 

vas, or exploding stars. The uranium then became part of the 
dust forming our solar system and the Earth. Most uranium 
depoists in Saskatchewan are ancient sea beds. Since uranium is 
heavier than water, it slowly accumulated over the millennium 
in the bottom sediment of water bodies. 
Uranium deposits exist today because of their isolation from 

oxygen and water for millions of years. Uranium mines break 
this natural containment, allowing water and air to carry conta 
mination throughout the environment. In its natural state, uran 
ium, other radioactive materials, and heavy metals are in the 
form of solid rock and therefore only tiny amounts, if any, can 
escape to the surrounding environment. 

Once the ore is crushed down to a sand in a mill, its volume 
is greatly increased. Then, the solid wastes are dumped onto the 
surface and allowed to mix with air and water, entering into a 
complexity of biological pathways and spreading contamination 
far from the mine site. For example, radon gas that escapes from 
tailings piles is essentially isolated from the biosphere prior to 
mining. Radon gas can be carried at least a thousand miles by 
the wind and affect large numbers of people." 

Despite these facts industry supporters often state that it is 
safer to mine and take away the uranium than leave it in the 
ground. At a community meeting in Wollaston Lake on April 17, 
1985 Bernie Zgola of the AECB Uranium Mine Waste Manage 
ment Division said, 

An important thing to note is that once the uranium is mined out 
of the pit the uranium will be gone from the pit, the Collin's Bay pit, 
it will no longer be there as it is in it's natural state. So perhaps you 
could look at it from that point of view that the situation will be 
improved. 

Further, this attitude of Mr. Zgola does not consider the 
destruction where the uranium is taken to. Dangerous wastes are 
created at every link in the nuclear fuel chain. 
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The Rabbit Lake mill and accommodation facilities. 

The Milling Process 
Uranium ore contains only a few tenths of a percent uranium, 

except for high grade deposits. All the rest of 'the rock is 
considered waste. To extract the small quantity of sought-after 
uranium, the ore is taken out of the ground and processed in a 
mill. Uranium mills produce two things - a marketable product, 
and wastes. The marketable product is a fine, sand-like, yellow 
material called ammonium diuranate or uranium oxide (U 308), 

though it is generally referred to as yellowcake. Y ellowcake con 
sists of up to 90% natural uranium. 

At a uranium mill, the rock is crushed, ground down to a fine 
sand and mixed with large amounts of water and chemicals. The 
chemicals are either acids or bases, depending on the pH of the 
ore. With the exception of most of the ore treated by Eldorado's 
Beaverlodge mill, all Canadian ores have been and are treated by 
an acid process. Both of the processes are able to remove about 
90% of the uranium but only a few percent of the other radionu 
elides, About 85% of the total radioactivity in the rock goes out 
the end of the waste outlet pipe. 
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Radioactivity - Dangerous Forever 
Uranium is constantly changing into other radioactive mat 

erials that are always present wherever uranium is found. The 
change from one radioactive material to another is called radio 
active decay. Figure 3 shows the decay series for uranium-238. In 
its natural state, uranium is made up of over 99% uranium-238, 
less than 1% uranium-235 and less than .01% uranium-234. 
Uranium-235 has its own decay series. 

· Uranium-238 changes 14 times before it becomes non-ra 
dioactive lead. In addition, there are 22 other naturally occurring 
radioactive materials from separate decay series. 29 Thus, there 
are always 36 different radioactive materials in the ground, not 
just "uranium." Most of them are ignored by the uranium indus 
try. However, from a health perspective they are all important. 
The time it takes for one radioactive material to turn into 

another is measured by the concept of "half-life," which is the 
time it takes for half an amount of a radioactive material to 
decay into the next material (called a decay product). In Figure 
3, the half-lives are written to the right of of each radioisotope. 
For example, for 1,000 grams of radium-226 (the fifth decay pro 
duct) it takes 1,600 years for half of it, 500 grams, to decay into 
radon-222. There are thus 500 grams of radium-226 left. It then 
takes a further 1,600 years for half of that, 250 grams, to decay, 
and so on. An individual atom, however, may decay instantly or 
take thousands of years. Radioactivity is released every time a 
radioactive material changes to the next material in its decay 
series. 

Some very long-lived radioisotopes are dumped into the 
environment from a uranium mill. For example, thorium-230 
has a half-life of 80,000 years. It is long half-lives like these that 
make uranium mill wastes stay radioactive so long as to be 
considered forever in human terms. 
Radioactive particles pose the greatest threat to human health 

when they are inhaled or ingested. But they are so small that they 
can enter into the skin via the many sweat pores and hair folli 
cles all over the body. The radioactivity can be of three types, 
alpha, beta, and gamma. 30 Alpha radiation is the most harmful 
to living cells but travels only about a centimetre in air. Beta 
radiation travels about half a metre in air and can not go through 
thin steel or wood about 5 centimetres thick. The difference 
between alpha and beta particles is like a cannon-ball compared 
to a bullet. Alpha particles, like cannon-balls, have less penetrat 
ing power but more impact.31 Gamma radiation is the least 
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~ Main Characteristics Of The 
_g, Uranium-238 Decay Series* 
u. 

Isotope Half-life 

U238 
•••••••••••• 4.5 billion years 

.0( 

Th23-1 ••••••••••• 24.1 days 
t s 
Pa234 

• • • • • • • • • • • 1.18 minutes .~ 
urn 248,000 years 
t O< 
Th2311 

••••••••••• 80,000 years 
•°" Ra226 ••••••••••• 1,600 years 

•"' Rn222 
••••••••••• 3.82 days .. · . · · · · · · · · to< 

Po218 
••••••••••• 3.05 minutes °' 

t°' 
Pb214 

••••••••••• 26.8 minutes 
{.BY 

Bi21-1 ••••••••••• 19.8 minutes 
{'9Y 
Po214 

••••••••••• 0.00016 of a second t 0( 
Pb2111 

••••••••••• 21.3 years 
t /3 

Bi2111 ••••••••••• 5.01 days 
iB 
Po210 

• • • • • • • • • • • 138.4 days 
t°' 
Pb2116 ••••••••••• Stable 

Radon Gas 

Abreviations: 
0(- alpha 
~- beta 
y-gamma 

Bi - Bismuth 
Pb - Lead 
Po - Polonium 
Pa - Protactinium 

Short Lived 
~ Radon 

Daughters 

Ra-Radium 
Rn - Radon 
Th -Thorium 
U - Uranium 

*Adapted from: McGraw-Hill. 1977. "Encyclopedia of Science and Technology." 
voi. \101. i I. See page 292. McGraw-Hill Book Company, N.Y., N.Y. 

103 



harmful but can travel great distances. The majority of gamma 
radiation is stopped by a few centimetres of lead or about 30 
centimetres of concrete. 

Radium And .Radon Gas 
Radium is one isotope in uranium mill wastes that is 

especially dangerous. This is because it is known to be harmful 
to life forms at low concentrations and it decays into the even 
more dangerous radon gas. Chemist Marie Curie discovered 
radium in the early 1900's. She and her daughter both died from 
their exposure to radiation. 

The radium problem is particularly serious where wastes have 
been dumped on stream bottoms as radium accumulates in the 
sediment. About 99% of the total radium-226 in uranium ore is 
discharged in the waste from a uranium mill. The Rabbit Lake 
mill discharges about 1 1/4 grams of radiurn-226 per day of 
operation. 32 This amount of radium gives off almost 50 billion 
radioactive disintegrations per second. 

Radon gas has been studied in detail. There are three main 
reasons why radon is so dangerous. First, because it is a gas and 
can thus be breathed into the body. Radon is the only gas that 
occurs in the uranium decay series. Otherwise, the materials 
change from one solid to another. 
Unnaturally large amounts of radon gas are continually corn 

ing out of the ground at uranium mine and mill waste areas. A 
research team at Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory, University 
of California, studied this problem and came to the following 
conclusion: 

Our research indicates that 4 metres of clay are required to 
reduce radon exhalation by 99% and the remaining 1 % is still 
about four times the typical soil radon exhalation rate. Perhaps the 
solution to the radon problem is to zone the land in uranium mining 
and milling districts so as to forbid human habitation.33 

The second reason radon is so dangerous is because it releases 
the most harmful type of radioactivity - alpha radiation. The 
third reason is that radon has a short half-live, and is followed by 
the extremely hazardous "radon daughters," or the decay pro 
ducts that immediately follow from the "parent" radon. The first 
four radon daughters have in total a half-life of less than one 
hour. Two of them give off alpha radiation and the other two 
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beta and gamma radiation. Once inside the lungs radon decays 
rapidly, exposing sensitive lung tissue to deadly radiation. That 
is why lung cancer is so common among uranium miners. The 
radon problem is especially serious for underground miners as 
the gas accumulates in the tunnels. 

Less well known aspects of radon gas are its use as a means of 
measuring earthquake activity, and its influence on weather. 
Emissions of radon gas from natural cave systems are used to 
measure and predict earthquakes and earth tremors. When 
ground motion deep below the surface crushes rock, radon is 
released. Even the slightest tremor shows up as a burst of radon 
gas. The mouths of cave systems all over the planet are wired to 
"sniff' radon and warn of earthquake activity. An unexpected 
discovery during this research was that natural radon emissions 
occur all the time and play a role in the ionization of gas and 
water molecules in the air, creating lighting and effecting 
weather. The huge quantity ofradon coming from uranium mine 
and mill wastes may have an effect on weather patterns.34 

Heavy Metals And Process Chemicals 
Radioactive materials are not the only hazardous component 

of uranium mine and mill wastes. Also of concern are heavy 
metals, which are a potential problem with any type of mining. 
In 1978 the AECB Advisory Panel on Tailings wrote: 

Tailings also contain concentrations which vary from site to site 
of heavy metals such as lead, zinc, manganese, cadmium, and 
arsenic whose rates of release to the environment must also be 
controlled. It must be remembered however, that elements such 
as these do not decrease in toxicity with time since there is no 
decay process, they simply last forever.35 

Heavy metal poisoning. is usually noticeable long before any 
effects of radioactivity. It is the heavy metals and process chemi 
cals that are the primary reason plants and fish die downstream 
from uranium mines. Huge quantities of process chemicals are 
used in the milling process, then dumped into the environment. 
For example, according to Eldorado Nuclear's 1984 annual 
report to the AECB, the Rabbit Lake mill used about 200 tonnes 
of concentrated sulphuric acid per day.36 Some of the other 
chemicals used include: ammonia gas, hydrochloric acid, kero 
sene, and hydrogen peroxide. 37 
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The main Rabbit Lake mill tailings pond and Wollaston Lake, 

Large Volume 
Large volumes of waste are produced in the uranium milling 

process over a short period of time. Hundreds of tonnes of waste 
are produced for every tonne of yellowcake. Official reports 
minimize the volume by focusing attention on the solid com 
ponent only, or "tailings." But liquid wastes have a greater 
impact on the surrounding environment than solid wastes as 
they can carry contamination great distances via streams, rivers 
and lakes. The highly toxic liquid waste from a uranium mill is 
usually more than twice as big in volume as the solid waste. 
What is more, liquid wastes are continually being added to by 
surface and ground water seepage through waste areas. 

According to Eldorado's 1984 annual report to the AECB, the 
Rabbit Lake mill discharges 7.7 million litres of waste water per 
day to the tailings disposal area. 38 This contaminated water 
flows into Wollaston Lake at Hidden Bay via two settling ponds. 
The maximum holding capacity of the two ponds together is 
reached after only 16 days of mill operation. 39 In addition, con 
taminated water flows into Pow Bay via a series of drainage 
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ditches that divert surface water runoff around the Rabbit Lake 
pit." There is thus a steady flow of waste water into Wollaston 
Lake at two points. 

The large volume of just the solid radioactive wastes produced 
by a uranium mill is hard to comprehend. Table 1 shows the 
quantity at Saskatchewan uranium mines.41 The 4 million 
tonnes of solid radioactive mill wastes produced by the Rabbit 
Lake mine alone is enough to cover almost knee deep a two lane 
highway 800 kilometres long.42 That is about the distance by 
road all the way from the Rabbit Lake mine to Saskatoon. 
Another way of expressing the large volume of waste created at 
uranium mines is by considering the amount produced to make 
an amount of reactor fuel, as illustrated in Figure 4. 
In January, 1987 production of solid uranium mill wastes in 

Canada reached at least 130 million tonnes - about 110 in 
Ontario and 20 in Saskatchewan. This amount represents a vol 
ume easily capable of coveting a two lane highway a metre deep 
all the way from Vancouver to Halifax, coast to coast.43 Added 
to this already huge quantity is the gigantic amount of rock not 
containing enough uranium to put through the mill, and all the 
the rock that had to be removed in order to reach the uranium. 

Solid Radioactive Uranium Mill Wastes 
In Northern Saskatchewan 

Present and Prospective 
Mine Quantity 

(metric tonnes) 
Uranium City Area: 

· Beaverlodge 6,000,000 
Gunnar 5,500,000 
Lorado 360,000 

Rabbit Lake .4,000,000 
Collins Bay 1,930,000 
Cluff Lake 

Phase I 84,000 
Phase II 2,700,000 

Key Lake .4,500,000 

Total 25,074,000 

Years 
Of Operation 

..... 1952-82 

..... 1955-64 

..... 1957-60 
..... 1975-85 
..... 1985-91 

..... 1981-84 

..... 1984-95 

... 1982-2000 
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Figure 4 

Uranium Mill Wastes 
Produced To Make Fuel 

Used By A Nuclear Reactor 

Sralc: 1:1,000 

The figure illustrates the quantity of uranium mill wastes 
(solid and liquid) produced in order to make the nuclear fuel 
burned during operation of the Forsmark 3 nuclear reactor. 
Shown are the quantity of uranium mill wastes produced after 1, 
5, 10, and 20 years of reactor operation, in relation to the size of 
the reactor buildings (which cover an area of 40,000 square 
metres, or about 10 soccer fields). The reactor, in Sweden, is 
1050MW. 

The assumptions made are: production of I kg of yellowcake creates l ,000 kg of solid and 
2,000 kg of liquid mill waste; I m3 of waste weighs 1.6 tonnes; I kg of yellowcake is taken to 
be equal to I kg of natural uranium; to make I kg of reactor fuel requires 3. 7 kg natural 
uranium; and the reactor burns 30 tonnes of fuel per year. Thus, about 330,000 tonnes, or 
210,000 m3, of uranium mill waste are produced 10 run the reactor for I year. The content 
of radioactivity in the waste is about 40,000 Bq/kg. 

Source: Mats Trnqvist, Soderboda 3601, 74071 Oregrund. December 2, 1986. 
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One of the three Forsmark nuclear reactors in Sweden, with their 
scrap metal garbage dump in the foreground. 
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Accumulation Of 
Radioactivity In 

Plants And Animals 

iJ ., ., 

The April 26, 1986 nuclear reactor meltdown at Chernobyl in 
the Soviet Union has shown once again that the Earth is one 
vast, interrelated ecosystem. In a matter of weeks, the radioiso 
topes from a few tonnes of uranium fuel were carried by the 
winds and taken up into the cellular tissue of plants and animals 
around the world. 

Even with the knowledge gained from bomb fallout and the 
Chernobyl and other accidents, scientists do not have a detailed 
understanding of the biological accumulation of radioisotopes. 
Generally, research is limited to quantifying bioaccumulation in 
the aquatic environment without examining the impact of that 
bioaccumulation. The concentration of some radioisotopes 
increases at higher levels of the food chain, while others 
decrease. A complexity of factors are involved. However, it is 
well accepted that the uptake up radioisotopes does occur, and 
that the rate of uptake is highly dependent on the species, food 
chain, ecosystem, and isotope.44 45 In any case, bioaccumulation 
mobilizes radionuclides within ecosystems, making them more 
easily available to consumers, including human beings. 
Many edible plants in northern Saskatchewan rapidly 

accumulate radioactivity. Some of them are blueberry (Vacci 
nium myrtilaidesi and labrador tea (Ledum groenbandicum);46 
examples from more southern latitudes include: alfalfa, clover, 
peas and beans, 47 and seaweed. 48 
In the Canadian context, only a few studies examine accumu 

lation of radioactivity by mammals. This area warrants more 
attention as there have been two reports of a cow moose carrying 
a two-headed fetus being shot near Wollaston Lake. Further, 
Wollaston residents have often killed moose from the Rabbit 
Lake mine area, and people have reported seeing moose drinking 
from the tailings ponds. 
· In February, 1978 a photo was taken of Wollaston resident 
Gabriel St. Pierre holding a two headed moose fetus taken from 
a cow moose he shot near Wollaston Lake. The photo was used 
in a poster made in 1981 by the Group For Survival, a Saskatoon 
native rights group. As such mutations often occur in livestock 
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Wollaston resident Gabriel St. Pierre holding a two-headed moose 
fetus taken from a cow moose he shot near Wollaston Lake i11 
February, 1978. 

on southern farms, a common response to the photo is that it 
was just a coincidence that the mutation occurred near a uran 
ium mine. In answer to this, it certainly is no coincidence that 
the major food source of the moose, aquatic plants, greatly con 
centrates radioactivity. This is confirmed by the Dubyna Lake 
plant samples noted below. Further, in the pre-uranium mining 
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oral history of the Wollaston native people, such mutations are 
completely unknown. In addition, similar livestock mutations 
on southern farms are certainly a defect. 
Research from other parts of the world helps to understand 

the Canadian situation. For example, a 1971 study in the Soviet 
Union found the effect on small mammals living in areas with 
high uranium-238 and radium-226 concentrations is greater 
incidence of sterility. It was also found that gamma radiation 
reduced bird populations by reducing the number of hatching 
eggs.t? 
The variability in concentration of radioactivity by species 

and isotope is illustrated well by sampling carried out at the 
Rabbit Lake, Dubyna, and Beaverlodge mine sites. 

Beaverlodge Mine 
The downstream area from Eldorado Nuclear Ltd.'s Beaver 

lodge mine and mill at Uranium City has been studied exten 
sively. In a 1977 sample from about 1 km downstream from the 
mill, approximately 25% of lake chub ( Couesius plumbeus) 
caught had eye deformities. Some of the fish had one or both 
pupils very small, and other fish had lens cataracts in one or 
both eyes. The laboratory report analyzing the fish reads: 

There was no evidence of infection or parasitic encystment 
within the eye. Cataracts may result from genetic makeup, nutritio 
nal deficiency, environmental effects, or a combination of the 
three. Certain factors such as high levels of radiation, parasitic 
infection, or the presence of specific chemicals can contribute to 
cataract torrnation.s? 

The longnose sucker ( Catostomus catostomus) at right was 
caught in the summer of 1982 downstream from the Beaverlodge 
mine at Uranium City. The fish is totally blind. The eyes have 
no pupils at all. The mouth of the sucker is especially adapted for 
eating off the bottom, where it spends most of its time. Since 
radioactive particles are heavier than· water they quickly settle 
out and accumulate in the bottom sediment of streams and 
lakes. Thus, bottom feeding fish such as suckers suffer more 
from the effects of radiation than other species. 

Fish from the downstream area of the mine and mill caught in 
July, 1979 contained 10 to 100 times as much radioactivity as 

112 



Blind fish caught in 1982 downstream from the Beaverlodge mine. 

fish from an uncontaminated lake.51 The researcher conducting 
the analysis concluded: 

The main transfer pathway of radionuclides in Beaverlodge Lake 
appears to be via contact with the sediments, either directly or 
through food organisms. White suckers, feeding on benthic inver 
tebrates had the highest radionuclide content; lake whitefish, feed 
ing on a combination of chironomids52, lake chub, stickleback and 
benthic algae had moderate levels; while lake trout, feeding mainly 
on cisco, a planktivorous species, had low levels. 

The differences in radionuclide content among tissues reflect 
chemical and physiological factors. Radium-226 and lead-210 
replace calcium in the bone matrix resulting in high concentrations 
of these radionuclides in bone. Uranium also collects primarily in 
bone although the critical organ is the kidney. 

The high skin levels for all three radionuclides may be due to 
particulate matter adhering to the outer surface rather than actual 
incorporation into skin tissue. 

Skin is high in calcium; therefore, selective tissue incorporation 
may also contribute to high radium-226 and lead-210 levels in this 
tissue.s3 · 

113 





It is important to note that Beaverlodge Lake was closed to 
commercial fishing in the mid-1980's. 

Dubyna Mine 
The Dubyna mine is owned by Eldorado Nuclear Ltd. and is 

located 12 km northeast of Uranium City. A bioaccumulation 
study was done there before mining began, when the site had 
only been cleared of trees and drilled in a grid pattern. It is 
unknown if data is available from during and after mining, and 
before exploration. 
The sampling results show that due to the intense drilling, 

levels of radioisotopes in plants and fish are thousands of times 
greater than levels in the surrounding water, and that the degree 
of uptake is isotope and species specific. For example, of the 
three aquatic plants waterlilly (Nuphar variegatum), millfoil 
(Myriophyllum alternifloram), and sedge ( Carex aquatilisi, mill 
foil concentrates uranium the greatest (at 14,000 times) while 
waterlilly concentrates greater amounts of radium (at 11,000 
times), and sedge the greatest amount of lead-210 (at 13,000 
times). 
Regarding fish, both northern pike (Esox lucius) and lake 

trout (Salvelinus namayush) accumulate radioisotopes more in 
the bone (up to 11,000 times) than in the flesh (up to 6,500 
times). The degree of concentration though, is species specific. 
Lake trout were found to have greater levels of uranium, 
thorium and lead-210, but northern pike had the greatest level of 
radium.54 

Rabbit Lake Area 
A 1978 Canadian Ministry of Environment study of the area 

immediately downstream of the Rabbit Lake mill, called 
Eflluent Creek, concluded that: 

The biological community of Effluent Creek was undergoing 
considerable stress, as evidenced by a lack of zooplankton, and 
low diversity of phytoplankton ... [a] preliminary study showed high 

Animal tracks (1985) on the radioactive waste left by the Lorado 
uranium mill near Uranium City, which operated from 1957-60. 
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ammonia concentrations throughout Effluent Creek and an almost 
complete absence of benthic invertebrates in bottom samples 
collected along the entire length of the creek.55 

As distance increases from the source of contamination the 
effect on plants and animals is no longer so obvious. Effluent 
Creek flows into Hidden Bay which opens up into Wollaston 
Lake. The 1978 study noted: 

There were consistent indications from the various biological 
communities (zooplankton, phytoplankton and benthic invertebra 
tes) that there was at least localized impact in Hidden Bay in the 
vicinity of Effluent Creek mouth.56 

In terms of impact on fish, the study documents that toxicity 
tests of the Rabbit Lake waste discharge "on several occasions 
found the tailings effluent acutely lethal to rainbow trout (Salmo 
gairdneri)."51 Laboratory tests from March, 1977 to January, 
1979 putting rainbow trout in precipitation pond effluent, found 
that all the fish died in 96 hours, even when the effluent concen 
tration was only 10%. In July, 1978 tests were conducted putting 
sucker fry (Catostomus sp.) collected from Collin's Bay into plas 
tic containers submerged for 56 hours in Effluent Creek, the inlet 
to Horseshoe Lake, and precipitation pond effluent. The water 
was found to be acutely lethal in all but the Effluent Creek 
sample. It is noted that the water contained toxic levels of 
ammonia.58 

Vegetation in the Rabbit Lake area has also been analyzed. In 
1983 a researcher from the Department of Biology at the 
University of Saskatchewan determined quantities of lead-210 
and polonium-210 in vegetation at two sites in the Rabbit Lake 
area: Collin's Creek and Hidden Bay; and for comparison 
purposes, two sites near the Churchill River: Birch Hill and 
Otter Rapids. 59 The Rabbit Lake sites showed significantly 
greater accumulation in four of the ten species analyzed: blue 
berry (Vaccinium myrtiloidesi, labrador tea (Ledum groenbandi 
cum), green alder (Alnus crispa), and black spruce tPicea 
marianai. Collin's Creek was found to be a "hot spot" for all 
species except dry-ground cranberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaeai. A 
different study in another area looking at uranium levels in trees 
found the greatest amount in the growing tips of twigs, followed 
by bark, leaves and wood.s? 
The 1983 Rabbit Lake study concluded: 

- Plant groups accumulate the two radionuclides in the follow- 
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ing order, from greatest to least: lichen, moss, shrubs, and 
trees. Lichens and mosses accumulate five and ten times the 
the levels of shrubs and trees respectively. 
Amongst the shrubs, blueberry accumulates the greatest 
amount of radionuclides. . 

- Primary uptake in the shrubs is through the root systems, 
whereas uptake in the moss and lichens is from their surfaces 
following deposition from the air. The source is therefore local 
for the shrubs and trees but more widespread for the moss and 
lichens.61 

Radioactivity Transfer To People 
Radioactivity in the environment eventually finds its way to 

people, particularly because they are at the end of a food chain. 
Numerous studies have shown that radioactivity from bomb 
fallout and reactor accidents reaches people through the food 
chain. A biological pathway to people that has been confirmed 
through scientific study is the lichen-reindeer/caribou-human 
food chain. 

Studies in northern Scandinavia and Canada on the lichen 
reindeer/caribou-human biological pathway found that people 
consuming the reindeer or caribou that ate the lichen ended up 
with several times the normal level of radioactivity in their 
bodies. The reindeer of Scandinavia and caribou of Canada are 
members of the same species. Certain lichen species are the main 
food of both animals. 
The concentration of radioactivity in the atmosphere 

decreased after the above ground nuclear test ban treaty in 1963. 
However, due to previous accumulation in plants and animals, 
the risk to humans continued. From 1965 to 1969, annual 
surveys were carried out to determine the human body content 
of cesium-137 in Inuit from 25 northern Canadian communities. 
The results showed levels 20 to 100 times those of people living 
in the south. In some cases the level was so high that it even 
exceeded the safe limit suggested by the conservative Interna 
tional Commission on Radiological Protection. 62 Further, Inuit 
could accumulate sufficient lead-210 to double the total skeletal 
radiation dose over southerners. 63 In Finland, the exposed 
people were found to have eight times the normal level of polo 
nium-210 in their blood. 64 

Lichen accumulate greater amounts of radioactive fallout, be 
it from bombs or uranium mines, than most other plants. The 
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reason is threefold. First, it is because they obtain all of their 
nutrients from the air, such as from rain and dust that falls on 
them. Second, they have a much greater effective surface area 
than most plants. Third, as they are so slow growing, they are 
exposed over a longer period of time. The higher than usual 
accumulation levels in lichen occur for non-radioactive trace 
elements as well. 

Though humans can receive an elevated radiation dose via the 
lichen-reindeer/caribou food chain, the accumulation levels of 
most radionuclides in this pathway progressively decline. For 
example, lead-210 and radium-226 levels in wolves have been 
found to be approximately one-tenth those in caribou. The 
behavior of radionuclides in the aquatic environment is 
similar.65 

No Solution In Sight 
No-one has been able to figure out how to stop long-term poll 

ution from uranium mill wastes. There are no reports from any 
where in the world of a uranium tailings area being successfully 

118 



put into a state so that the spread of contamination is stopped. 
The AECB Advisory Panel On Tailings stated bluntly in 1978: 

The existing waste management system is inadequate as a 
long-term solution. It is undesirable and unrealistic to rely for the 
integrity of any method of waste management no matter how effi 
cient, on human intervention over thousands of years.66 

In agreement, a report prepared by the Canadian Ministry of 
Environment in 1980 stated: 

It must be recognized that environmentally acceptable methods 
of long-term mill tailings disposal which would not be dependent 
on continued human management have yet to be developed.67 

A detailed international study by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency that ended in 1986 came to the same conclu 
sion. 68 
Meanwhile, contamination is reaching far into ecological 

cycles, and because the uranium industry in Canada is vigor 
ously expanding, the volume of wastes is rapidly accumulating. 
The AECB is not unaware of the problems that will be encoun 
tered. In 1978, the AECB Advisory Panel On Tailings wrote: 

The anticipated expansion of the Canadian uranium mining and 
milling industry emphasizes the need to find an acceptable long 
term tailings management system as soon as possible. The longer 
it is necessary to use waste management methods which in the 
long-term are inadequate, the larger the volume of wastes that will 
be generated and the more difficult it will be to apply retroactive, 
remedial procedures.69 

No "long-term tailings management system" has yet been 
found. Spills continue and attempts at limiting contamination by 
revegetation have done little to change contaminant levels, as 
discussed below. 

"Spills" 
It is common practice for regulatory agencies to monitor so 

called "spills." However, in terms of impact on the local ecology, 
all the wastes, 100% of them, are "spills" into the environment. 
Dams and other barriers only serve to limit the areal extent of 
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the wastes, and even that they do not do efficiently. Liquid and 
solid wastes regularly break through their retention barriers. 

The consequences of a waste release depend on its size and the 
time before remedial action is taken, for which records are 
seldom available. The range of remedial measures include: re 
routing streams, adding treatment facilities downstream of the 
point of release, removal of contaminated material, rebuilding 
dykes and dams, and, of course, doing nothing at all. 

Many spills have occurred at the Rabbit Lake mine and mill. 
On January 15, 1980 Mr. J. A. Keily, then Vice President of 
Production and Engineering for Gulf Minerals Rabbit Lake mine 
and mill, made a presentation at the British Columbia Royal 
Commission of Inquiry into Uranium Mining (B.C. RCUM). 
The following exchange took place between him and Kris Bogild, 
lawyer for the West Coast Environmental Law Association: 

Mr. Keily: Well, spills are inevitable in any process you have and 
as a matter of cleanliness, the yellowcake packaging area is vac 
uumed or washed down after every packaging run. . 
Kris Bogild: Thankyou. How many spills have you had since start 
up? 
Mr. Keily: If we are talking of spills of yellowcake, I would say I 
know of no more than one. 
Kris Bogild: And what other types of spills have you had? 
Mr. Keily: We have spills of slurry, we have spills of ground ore, 
we have spills of water. 
Kris Bogild: Would the slurry, ground ore, and water all contain 
radioactive material? 
Mr. Keily: Yes. 
Kris Bogild: And how many of these spills have occurred since 
startup? 
Mr. Keily: Probably too numerous to count."? 

In 1982 about 44,000 litres of mill water spilled into Banana 
Lake (immediately downstream from the mill). People in Woll 
aston were not informed by the mining company. A teacher who 
was in Prince Albert at the time heard about the spill on the 
radio news and informed the community. The cause of the spill 
was human error. Workers changing a pipe leading into the tail 
ings pond had shut off the flow, but someone at the other end, 
not knowing the pipe was disconnected, turned the flow back 
on.?' 
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Revegetation 
The waste piles in Canada can not be revegetated because of 

an overabundance of ground and surface water, and in some 
cases acidity. Still, Eldorado Nuclear claims that the Rabbit Lake 
tailings area will be turned into "a nice moose pasture." 
In any event, it is important to realize that plant growth on 

top of a tailings area does not mean the spread of contamination 
is stopped. Limited plant growth has been achieved with massive 
fertilizer application and natural plants have regrown along the 
edges. But plant growth can actually increase the quantity of 
radon gas escaping from the wastes. This is because radium trav 
els up through the roots and is distributed in the leaves. Thus, 
the surface area available for radon release is greatly increased. 
In addition, root penetration allows water to seep through the 

protective soil cover and into the tailings, allowing ground water 
to be polluted. As well, the plants themselves become contami 
nated through uptake of toxic materials, which pose a danger to 
any animals eating them. 
The AECB Advisory Panel on Tailings accepts that revege 

tation is not a solution to the waste problem. In 1978 they wrote: 

A number of successful, experimental plots of vegetation have 
been grown on tailings. None of the sites, however, is regarded by 
the regulatory authorities as having been decommissioned, mean 
ing that none of the sites could be left by the operator with no 
provision for further care and maintenance.72 

Similar conclusions have been reached in the U.S. A study by 
the Los Alamos Scientific laboratory to investigate revegetation 
of 21 uranium mill waste piles in the western U.S. concluded 
that revegetation would not control release of radioactivity and 
heavy metals. 73 

Remedial Action 
A number of actions can be taken to try and minimize the 

spread of contamination from uranium mine wastes in northern 
Saskatchewan. The most obvious is stopping to produce more 
waste. In any case, some actions that could be taken where con- 
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tamination already exists are: 
- put up fencing to keep large mammals away, and "scare 

crows" to stop birds from landing, 
install fencing in contaminated streams to stop fish from 
entering, 
post signs warning people not to drink water or harvest food, 
improve radium and thorium removal equipment, 
measure radioactivity transfer to mammals, including people, 
begin a "local monitoring society" with the responsibility of 
passing knowledge to future generations on how to deal with 
the wastes. 

Precautions Against Radioactivity 
Precautions can be taken to decrease ones accumulation of 

radioactivity when eating contaminated food. However, when 
radioactive particles are breathed in, exposure by ingestion may 
represent only a small portion of total exposure to radioactivity. 

A high calcium diet can reduce accumulation of some radio 
nuclides. Since radium-226, lead-210, strontium-90, and 
cesium-137 are analogous to calcium, they concentrate in bone.74 
If the maximum amount of calcium needed by the body is avail 
able, there is less chance the radionuclides will take its place and 
a greater chance they will be discarded in body wastes. 
The same effect can take place in animals and plants when 

adequate sodium and potassium (analogs to cesium-137) are 
available to them. This principle has been applied in Scandina 
via in an attempt to lessen the effects of radioactive fallout from 
the Chernobyl accident. Some people added potassium to their 
vegetable gardens and placed sodium and potassium rich lick 
stones in the forest for wild animals. 
The use of calcium, sodium, and potassium supplements in 

uranium mining areas needs to be investigated. Radium-226 and 
lead-210 are two of the primary pollutants from uranium mines, 
and can cause serious damage because of their long biological 
half-lives (10-12 years, as compared to uranium-Zkd's 100 days). 
Another way of reducing the uptake of radioactivity from 

contaminated food is by selective eating. That is, by limiting 
consumption of the most contaminated species, and parts of 
species. In such a strategy fish bones and skin would not be 
eaten, and eating of bottom feeding fish would be minimized. 
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The Illegal Operation Of 
The Rabbit Lake Mine 

Before uranium mines can operate they need a license from 
the Atomic Energy Control Board (AECB).75 Some aspects of the 
license requirements are: 
- Surface water quality limits are set for only eight pollutants: 

arsenic, copper, lead, nickel, zinc, total suspended matter, pH, 
and radium-226; though waste water contains many more 
heavy metals and radioisotopes. 
Regular monitoring is required at a place referred to as the 
"final point of control." This point is usually several kilomet 
res downstream from where the wastes first leave the oulet 
pipe. The area between the mine and mill and the "final point 
of control" is a "sacrifice zone" where no regulations apply. 
The ground water seepage problem is not addressed. Eldorado 
intends to dump the mill wastes from the Collin's Bay oper 
ation in the mined-out Rabbit Lake pit. It is impossible to 
prevent radioactive contaminants from entering into the pit 
area ground water, which flows into Wollaston Lake. 
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The Rabbit Lake pit, 550 metres wide and 150 metres deep . 

Even with these inadequacies, it is not easy for uranium mining 
companies to comply with the license requirements. In fact, 
uranium mines can not operate without exceeding pollution 
limits set out in the license. This is documented in the mining 
companies' own annual license compliance reports submitted to 
the AECB. Simply comparing waste discharge monitoring data 
in the annual reports to license limits shows the limits are often 
exceeded. Even the amount of pollution discharge allowed is 
dangerous to life forms. For many heavy metals and radioiso 
topes the quantity allowed by the AECB license is above those 
suitable for human drinking water and for aquatic life. Thus, a 
Canadian government license to operate a uranium mine is a 
license to kill aquatic life and poison drinking water. 
In 1978 J. H. Jennekens, Director-General of the AECB 

Operations Directorate sent the annual operating license for the 
Rabbit Lake mine and mill to R. N. Taylor, president of Gulf 
Minerals Canada Ltd., with a covering letter that read: 

During the 1977 operating year, certain effluent guidelines and 
regulations with respect to levels and concentration of deleterious 
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substances were exceeded on occasion. As discussed, attention 
must be given to these areas so Gulf Minerals Limited will meet 
the criteria in the future. 76 

All the criteria have never been met. Not surprisingly, in May, 
1985 when Eldorado was taken to court in La Range, Saskatche 
wan over their pollution of the area downstream from the Rabbit 
Lake mill, the Provincial government "entered a stay of proceed 
ings." This means that the case could not be heard. A "stay" 
completely bypasses the judge and the government is under no 
obligation to give any reason for its action. 
Following are examples oflead, arsenic, uranium, and radium 

downstream from the Rabbit Lake mill. When considering any 
individual pollutant it is important to keep in mind cumulative 
effects with other toxic materials. A known effect of one pollu 
tant would probably occur at lower concentrations when other 
toxicants are present."? 

Lead 
The AECB license requires that the monthly average content 

of water pollution samples must not contain more than 200 ppb 
lead. However, ENL's 1983 license compliance report records an 
average of 250 ppb for the whole year, exceeding the license 
requirement by 25%. Further, the limit set for any single sample 
of lead ( 400 ppb) is recorded as being fully two times as high 
(800 ppb) as is allowed by the license. But what does this mean 
for aquatic life and human beings? 
The AECB discharge limit for lead (200 ppb) is four times 

greater than the quantity Health and Welfare (H & W) Canada 
allows in drinking water (50 ppb) and six and two-thirds times 
greater than what the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (US EPA) says is dangerous to aquatic life (30 ppb ), and 
twice as high as what is known to kill minnows ( 100 ppb ). 

Arsenic 
With regards to arsenic H & W Canada allows a "maximum 

acceptable concentration" of 50 ppb in drinking water, but the 
AECB license allows ten times that amount (500 ppb). 
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Uranium 
For uranium, H & W Canada specifies 20 ppb as the "maxi 

mum acceptable concentration" for drinking water. For the 
whole year of 1984, according to Eldorado Nuclear's own report, 
the average level was 135 times greater {2,700 ppb) at the airport 
road drainage (a "final point of control"), which drains into Pow 
Bay. The other "final point of control," called the precipitaion 
pond outflow, is immediatly downstream of the tailings ponds. 
There, the average uranium content in February, 1984 was 1,500 
ppb. This is not surprising considering that the tailings dumped 
during the whole of 1984 contained uranium equivalent to about 
100 tonnes of yellowcake. 78 

;I 

Radium 
The AECB license limit (monthly average) for discharge of 

radium is .37 Bq/1, while the Saskatchewan government Surface 
water Quality Objective is set at the more stringent level of .11 
Bq/1. H & W Canada's "maximum acceptable concentration" for 
drinking water is 1 Bq/1, and a target concentration has been set 
of .1 Bq/1. All these levels have been exceeded regularly. 

In 1978 the AECB wrote to the operators of the Rabbit Lake 
mine requesting a reduction in radium levels at the airport road 
drainage ( one of the "final points of control") to below 10 pCi/1 
(.37 Bq/1). 79 The last available data reviewed, from 1984, 
reported radium levels still above this level. 

Saskmont Engineering, a consulting company working for 
Gulf Minerals Canada Ltd., completed an investigation of 
radium levels in the Rabbit Lake drainage system at the airport 
road drainage from January, 1977 to September, 1981. 80 Accord 
ing to the data they compiled, the .37 Bq/1 AECB license limit is 
exceeded 42 out of 57 months examined; and the H & W Canada 
1 Bq/1 "maximum acceptable concentration" for drinking water 
is exceeded in 15 months. 

In a letter dated August 18, 1982 from Gulf to Saskatchewan 
Environment it is stated: 

Radium at the Precipitation Pond discharge (weir no. 2) exceed 
ed the maximum allowable monthly average in February, April and 
June. 

Among the reasons given for the high levels were power 
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failures and extreme cold.81 

Further, the 1982 Gulf compliance report reads: 

Radium-226 sampled on a weekly composite basis, exceeded 
the specified limit 17 times ... The yearly mean radium-226 value for 
1982 is .406 Bq/1 which is higher than the 1981 level of .16 Bq/1.82 

The average quantity discharged for October, 1984 was .44 
Bq/1 and for April, 1984 even higher at .55 Bq/1. 

Position Of 
Canadian Authorities And 

Eldorado Nuclear Ltd. 
Similar positions on the issue of uranium mine pollution are 

taken by the province of Saskatchewan, the federal government 
of Canada and Eldorado Nuclear Ltd. All admit the streams 
flowing from the Rabbit Lake mine and mill area into Wollaston 
Lake are not as clean as they were in their natural state. But, they 
say once any pollution present mixes in the open lake it is no 
longer dangerous. This philosophy is known as "the solution to 
pollution is dilution." Eldorado's annual reports show otherwise. 

At Hidden Bay, a point downstream from where the liquid 
waste from the Rabbit Lake uranium mill is dumped, ENL 
recorded an average of 60 ppb lead in 1983 and 40 ppb in 1984. 
Both these levels are above the US EPA danger level for aquatic 
life (30 ppb ), and close to the H & W Canada maximum accept 
able for drinking water (50 ppb). It is important to note here that 
these ENL numbers are "averages", meaning that some of the 
samples had to be higher. Further, there was a regular flow of 
thousands of litres of polluted water a day from the Rabbit Lake 
uranium mill. Localized impacts from such large quantities of 
polluted water can not be avoided. 

Federal Government 
John Witteman, Director of the Saskatchewan District Office 
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of the Canadian Ministry of Environment, stressed at a town 
meeting in Wollaston Lake on April 17, 1985 that the mines are 
being operated in a "safe" manner. He also stated mine wastes 
have never killed fish, contradicting the published findings of his 
own Ministry. 83 One is left to decide if John Witteman is unin 
formed, intentionally misleads, has a definition of "safe" that 
allows a high degree of pollution, or some combination of the 
three. 
Nonetheless, Mr. Witteman got a shocked response from the 

local residents when he explained that in a government fish test 
it is OK if up to 50% of the fish die. He was describing the 
"LC50" test, where the lethal concentration of a substance in 
water is found that will kill 50% of a population of an organism 
over a certain period of time. A clearer example of the cultural 
differences between the government and indigenous people of 
the north could not be found. 

With regards to the AECB, Bernie Zgola, of the Uranium 
Mine Waste Management Division, stated at the April 17, 1985 
community meeting in Wollaston: 

Because of the fact that it is uranium, the mining of uranium is 
controlled much, much more strictly and conducted in a much, 
much safer manner than the mining of other minerals. Does that 
offer a better degree of safety? I would say yes .... Our responsibil 
ity is to ensure that the mining of uranium in any area of Canada 
is done in a safe fashion. 

In a further effort to convince the Wollaston people that uran 
ium mining is safe, Larry G. Chamney of the AECB Waste 
Management Division, put together a short report titled, 
"Summary of Water Quality and Fish Analysis In W ollaston 
Lake Near The Rabbit Lake/Collin's Bay B-Zone Facility," 
dated May 28, 1985. The report used water quality data from 
Hidden, Collin's and Pow Bays averaged over 10 years to 
conclude no hazard is presented. This is misleading as: danger 
levels were exceeded for several parameters in individual years; 
cumulative, long-term effects were .not considered, which are 
often very serious; and the area between the mine and W ollaston 
Lake was not examined. 
The report by Mr. Chamney goes to the extreme of making the 

false statement that, 

It is intended that no contaminated water will be released to 
Collin's Bay as a result of the B-zone facility.84 
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The steel dyke separating Collin's Bay from the Bi-zone pit. 

The dyke separating Collin's Bay from the B-zone pit will be 
destroyed after the planned 6 years of mining. When the dyke is 
destroyed, the loose rock in the pit will be a source of heavy 
metal and radioactive contamination. In addition, all life on the 
bottom of the Bay in the immediate area of the dyke will be 
completely destroyed by suffocation from sand and gravel. 

Provincial Government 
The Mines Pollution Control Branch of the Saskatchewan 

Ministry of Environment published a report in February, 1985 
that reviewed the past and future environmental impact of 
Eldorado's Rabbit Lake/Collin's Bay operation. The report 
concludes: 

... the levels of uranium and radium are not of concern. No 
significant impact has been observed nor is any expected.85 

What is more, the report gives the impression that any radio 
activity reaching Wollaston Lake from Collin's Bay is due to 
"natural processes."86 
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Eldorado Nuclear Limited 
One of the ways Eldorado responded to the controversy 

around its activities at Collin's Bay in the spring of 1985 was by 
increasing hiring efforts in Wollaston, without success. They also 
arranged a series of three special public relations mine tours for 
Wollaston residents. The tours took place on March 26 and April 
3 and 11, 1985. Though Eldorado had taken over the Rabbit 
Lake and Collin's Bay B-zone operations three years earlier, it 
was the first time they invited Wollaston residents to take a look. 
The tours included return air transport from Wollaston to the 

mine site, lunch and supper, and visits to the mines and mill. As 
well, a film about the wonderful uses of uranium was shown in 
a small theater and followed by a question and answer period. 
The visitors were given hardhats, cotton overcoats and rubber 
boots. 

On the first tour, all the teachers in town were invited. They 
were not impressed. According to one teacher the Eldorado 
representative lied a number of times. He said yellowcake was 
not radioactive and remarked more than once how the tailings 
area would be turned into a nice moose pasture, something that 
is technically impossible. Another teacher noted that stress was 
put on trying to convince them the operation was safe, that the 
Eldorado staff were very pleasant and had obviously rehearsed 
their performance. 
The second Eldorado mine tour, on April 3, 1985, was for 

"distinguished residents of Wollaston Lake," as the invitations 
read. People invited included the Local Advisory Council (LAC), 
the Band Council, Father Megret, the nurses and a couple of 
elders. 
The experience was especially significant for elder Louis 

Benonie who had never been to the mine site before. He used to 
trap where the mine is now and was given "compensation" of 
$12,000 plus $1,000 a month for life by Gulf Minerals, who 
owned the mine at the time. Near the end of the tour Mr. Beno 
nie spoke up in front of everyone. He said, 

I came to hear what you have to say, but I want to have my say 
too. I would never have given my trapline to you if I would have 
known what you were going to do. I almost cried when I saw what 
you've done to my trapline. This is my land. You people don't 
belong here. I thought you were going to use uranium for some 
thing good, like money, like gold, I didn't know you were going to 
use it to kill each other. If I would have known that I never would 
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have let the mine go ahead. 

The mining companies make a great effort to hide the fact that 
they employ such a small number of native people. After the 
mine tour LAC staff person Terry Daniels, who had also taken 
part in a mine tour conducted by Gulf Minerals in about 1977, 
said, 

Then, they had an Indian man standing in each room. When one 
woman asked one of these men what he did, he said, 'I was just 
asked to come in here and stand around.' At least this time they 
never went that far. 

The third and last in the series of three PR mine tours for 
people from Wollaston Lake was on April 11, 1985. This tour 
was specially arranged for the adult education class. Eldorado 
did not allow the three pregnant woman in the class to take part. 

Eldorado Nuclear hides the pollution problems from the mine 
as openly as the AECB and Ministry of Environment. Despite 
clear documentation in their own reports that the AECB license 
requirements for operation of the Rabbit Lake mill have not 
been met, Eldorado states otherwise. A May, 1985 letter given to 
Eldorado employees from Wollaston Lake reads: 

Eldorado continues to meet or out perform all of the objectives 
for employee, public and environmental protection, as required in 
its AECB license." 

At the same time, industry officials are not unaware that uran 
ium mines pollute water. This was made clear at a 1981 public 
hearing that took place in La Ronge. There, John Keily, the Gulf 
vice-president in charge of the Rabbit Lake mine, was asked ifhe 
would drink from a jar containing a water sample taken down 
stream from the Rabbit Lake mine. His answer, recorded in the 
meeting transcript, was, "I won't recommend that anyone drink 
that water" (which flows into Wollaston Lake).88 
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Summary Of Conclusions 
- Canada is the western world's greatest producer and exporter 

of uranium. Without purchases and investment from abroad 
coupled with extensive government subsidization, the Cana 
dian uranium industry can not survive. 

- It is not possible to separate the civil and military nuclear 
industries. Some of the same processing facilities are used in 
the production of nuclear fuel for civil nuclear reactors as in 
the production of the two critical explosive components of 
nuclear bombs, plutonium and uranium. Canadian uranium 
mines directly and indirectly supply nuclear weapons 
programs. 

- Uranium mining has a catastrophic effect on the area imme 
diatly surrounding the mines and contaminates the down 
stream region. 

- Uranium mining rapidly produces large volumes of liquid 
and solid waste, which remain hazardous for lO00's of years. 

- Uranium mine and mill wastes spread primarily through 
water transport into complex ecological cycles. The radioac 
tivity accumulates in plants and animals downstream to levels 
thousands of times the surrounding water concentration. This 
contamination can eventually find its way to people. 

- Accidental release of uranium mine waste from their retention 
barriers is common. 

- Attempts at limiting the spread of contamination from urani 
um mine waste areas by revegetation have not been success 
ful. 

- Lead, radium, arsenic and uranium levels downstream from 
the Rabbit Lake mine and mill exceed the quantity allowed by 
the AECB license. For these same parameters, the quantity 
allowed by the AECB license is above those suitable for 
human drinking water and for aquatic life. Thus, a Canadian 
government license to operate a uranium mine is a license to 
kill aquatic life and poison drinking water. 

- At the present time there is no known method of stopping the 
spread of contamination from uranium mine wastes. 

- The Canadian government agencies responsible for protection 
of the environment at both the provincial and federal levels 
continue to allow exploration and new mines to proceed. At 
the same time, the authorities and Eldorado Nuclear Ltd. 
often try to hide the serious pollution problems caused by 
uranium mining; and clearly state the pollution is "not signi 
ficant." 
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CHAPTER 3 

THE 
RESISTANCE 
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"Lack of understanding is obviously a 
major problem facing the nuclear 
industry and the most powerful ally of 
the anti-nuclear movement.'' 
"Without understanding, there is little resistance to fear. And 

there is no doubt about the social -and political force of that wea 
pon: examples are thrown at us daily in North America, and this is 
certainly true in Canada. Lack of knowledge and understanding 
are played upon. Latent fears are thereby activated, at least to the 
point of raising questions in the minds of our citizens. Reacting to 
this new public interest in nuclear matters, our elected representa 
tives are eager to be seen asking questions, rather than providing 
answers. And questions beg more questions. 

We are rapidly reaching the point where the industry, the anti 
nuclear movement, the public and their elected representatives 
are not debating nuclear energy. We are all running a hard race on 
a circular track with no finishing line in sight. The first to drop from 
exhaustion loses." 

Nicholas M. Ediger, Chairman, President, and Chief Executive 
Officer, Eldorado Nuclear Ltd.1 

The page at left is from a leaflet made by members of the Regina 
Group For A Non-nuclear Society. The graphic was donated by 
Teri Robertson of Vancouver. 
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History Of Pre-June, 
1985 Opposition By 
Wollaston Residents 
To Uranium Mining 
People from Wollaston Lake have consistently spoken out 

against uranium mining ever since their first contact with the 
Rabbit Lake mine project. Opposition was voiced at meetings 
held in Wollaston with government and mining company offi 
cials in 1972 and 1977, a public hearing held in La Ronge on 
July 28 and 29, 1981 dealing with the Collin's Bay B-zone pro 
ject, and numerous meetings in the north throughout 1984 and 
1985. On several occasions during 1984 and 1985 Wollaston 
residents attended anti-nuclear meetings in the south, and out 
side supporters attended community meetings in Wollaston. The 
minutes of a meeting on April 30, 1985 with the Inter-church 
Uranium Committee, a coalition of the major churches in Sas 
katchewan that was formed to oppose uranium mining, are 
included here. 

1977 
Two Wollaston residents interviewed in June 1984 recalled 

the 1977 meeting. 

Joseph Besskaystare: 
In 1977 I was Chief of the Lac La Hache Band of Wollaston Lake. 

There was a meeting here about the Rabbit Lake mine. About 
seven people came in and the priest was there as a translator. 
Those people were talking about employing all the young people 
at the mine and paying royalties to the people. They were going to 

White fish caught in Wollaston Lake. A major reason for the 
opposition to uranium mining is concern about contamination of 
the fish in Wollaston Lake. 
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Mary Ann Kkailther smoking meat and fish. 

make a big store here, but I told them "No" to the mine. I told them 
no to the mining because of what it might do to the lake. I told 
them you guys can move around but us living here we don't want 

·to move just because of the mine. In about 35 years you people 
will be finished mining. All the workers will be gone but we will still 
be here. After the water is contaminated what are we going to live 
on? If I said okay to the royalties the money will stop coming when 
the mining is finished but the water will still be contaminated. 

Melanie St. Pierre: 
In 1977 my brother was a Chief and there was a big meeting at 

the school. There were a lot of people from the government. A lot 
of people from here came. Those people that came asked if they 
could open up the mine and everybody was against it. At that time 
Joseph Besskaystare didn't want the mine to be opened. Even if 
we are going to get that royalty money, we're not going to give 
permission to open up that mine. 

We were told at that meeting that at that time Germany and 
Russia were making military weapons with uranium but that 
Canada and the United States didn't have any. 

Even if we get so much money in each family, people won't take 
it because we're thinking of our kids in the future. Maybe they 
make millions of dollars from the mine at Rabbit Lake, but the 
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Wollaston fishermen delivering their catch to the government op 
erated Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation at barge landing. 

people at Wollaston don't need it because they're not getting any 
thing. We have no use for the mine. 

We mothers have a lot of young children. The greatest concern 
of the mothers today is what the children are going to live on if the 
water, land and animals are destroyed.1 

1981 
The public hearing on the Collin's Bay B-zone project held in 

La Range July 28 and 29, 1981 was the last of four Saskatchewan 
government hosted meetings. The government stated that the 
purpose of the meetings were to, "receive the opinions and 
suggestions of Saskatchewan people." However, right from the 
beginning, the government viewed mining in general as accept 
able. The Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment's role was 
more to contribute engineering studies on technical aspects of 
waste management rather than present evidence on environmen 
tal impacts. At that time, the Collin's Bay B-zone deposit was 
owned 50% by SMDC and 50% by Gulf Minerals and Noranda. 
Gulf showed their worst side at the meeting. They paid all the 

expenses for a handful of native employees (from communities 
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north of Wollaston) to attend the meeting, including charter of a 
small aircraft. Gulf even went so far as to write some of their 
native employees' statements. This disgusted the appointed 
Chipewyan-English translator, Marie Rose Yooya, who resigned 
on the second day. 

On July 28, 1981, the first day of the hearing, Wollaston 
resident Terry Daniels is quoted in the transcript as saying: 

There was a remark made earlier that all the northern commun 
ities were in favor of uranium development. I'm afraid that Wollas 
ton is always being left out. I want to say now that Wollaston 
doesn't go along with what these people are saying. 

The next day Emil Hansen, then Chairman of the W ollaston 
LAC read a one page written submission at the hearing. It is 
reprinted in its entirety below. 2 

Presentation By the Wollaston LAC to the Collin's Bay 8-zone 
public hearing in La Ronge, July 29, 1981 

We as a community have made it very clear to Gulf Minerals, 
in the very recent past that we are very much opposed to the 
proposed expansion of uranium mining in the Collin's Bay area on 
Wollaston Lake. The exploration and mining activities that have 
been in progress for the past 10 to 15 years have provided very 
little, if any, benefits to the area residents. 
Ten years ago when the Rabbit Lake mine was being planned, 

there were no public hearings to our knowledge so no one really 
knows how much the people of the area opposed that project. 

We are still original and traditional natural resource users 
even though it was stated by one of the pro-development 
supporters yesterday, that we no longer have to depend upon the 
land for a livelihood. The land is still very much a part of us 
and we would certainly like to see it protected for us and our 
children and their children. 

These opinions are shared by every member of our community, 
but have never been broadly stated as we feel that like many 
other times, it would only fall upon deaf ears. 

If the people who presented briefs yesterday supporting the 
Collln's Bay project really believe what they said then any 
statements they may make in the future regarding pro-uranium 
activities, certainly do not represent the feelings of the people 
of our area. Let me make it clear that native employees of 
Gulf Minerals and the traditional resource users, do not share 
the same views. 

An environmental impact study should be carried out. The 
trapllnes and the fishing areas that will be affected not only by 
the Collin's Bay B-zone, but also by the several other huge 
projects that will be proposed not only by Gulf, out by other 
multinational corporations should be stated and documented. We 
believe that this procedure is also hopeless but at least the 

141 



feelings and the statements of our area will be documented. 
We are opposed to Gulf Minerals' dirty tactics during this 

public review by using northern native people as puppets to 
justify their trespassing and the destruction of a traditional way 
of life on this land. In closing we say that we know that the 
public hearing process is only a formality and anything we say 
at this public review will not have any degree of influence on 
the final decision on whether or not the mine should go ahead. 

1984 
In mid-July, 1984 an open letter was sent from the Wollaston 

Lake Lac La Hache Band and Local Advisory Council appealing 
for support to stop uranium mining. The beginning and end of 
the three page letter is included below. This letter was circulated 
widely and resulted in a steady flow of support mail to the Lac 
La Hache Band. Attached to the letter was a petition against 
uranium mining. Thousands of signatures were received at the 
Band office by the summer of 1985. 

::; . ·L,t.t,_ J.J ,,...,1.,-,,.,;. ,. 1...?,-J 
Rosalie Tsannie, 
Councillor 
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April 30, 1985 - Meeting With The 
Inter-church Uranium Committee 
(ICUC) 

At the invitation of the Wollaston people the following church 
leaders attended a community meeting in the Wollaston Band 
Hall, April 30, 1985: Bishop James Mahoney, Roman Catholic 
Bishop, Saskatoon; Sister Margaret Ordway, Saskatoon; Edgar 
Epp, Executive Director of the Mennonite Central Committee of 
Saskatchewan; Joan McMurtry, Incumbent President of the 
Saskatchewan Conference of the United Church; Tom Powell, 
President of the Saskatchewan Conference of the United Church; 
John Cliner, Senior Professor at the Saskatoon Lutheran Semin 
ary; and Peter Prebble, ICUC Saskatoon. Also in attendance was 
George Smith, Mayor of Pinehouse and President of the Sas 
katchewan Association of Northern Local Governments 
(SANLG). Most of George Smith's statement has been included 
in the chapter called "The People." After the meeting in the 
Band Hall most of the group went on ~ tour of the Rabbit Lake 
mine site. 

Following are excerpts from the community meeting minutes. 
Marie Rose Y ooya, a professional Chipewyan-English translator 
and District Representative for the Athabascan Bands, was 
present for the occasion. 

Chief Hector Kkailther: 
Talks were held with people in town before this meeting so 

some people are prepared. Please make your comments brief and 
easy to translate. The floor is open to hear peoples' views. A meet 
ing with the provincial government is being organized and 
comments here will be used for that meeting. 

Elder Louis Benonie: 
When the mine was started a meeting was held in the commun 

ity. The present mine site is on my traditional trapline. At the meet 
ing ,Jeople opposed building of the mine. At a meeting two years 
ago the present mining at Collin's Bay and plans to mine under 
water in the future were opposed. When I was on a tour of the 
mine I saw what it looks like. Even the land looks pitiful. I wonder 
why these things happen the way they do. Every time there is a 
meeting the people have opposed mining. It doesn't seem that 
anything is being done. Everyone wants to sit down and have a 
meeting but nothing is being done. We've heard a lot about uran- 
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ium development and the effect on people, and we are concerned 
about the future. If the land and water is contaminated what will 
the children live on? 

Thomas Sha'oulle, Band Councilor: 
The concerns that are being raised about Rabbit Lake are com 

ing from all of us. We oppose the mining because of the problems. 
When we had the meeting with the government officials they said 
they won't stop mining until all the fish are destroyed. What is the 
sense of stopping the mining then? You can see that the older 
people here have always lived off the land. What will the children 
live on if they don't have fish? The people in the community all 
have the same concerns. We rely on the fish and caribou. Now we 
have to go quite a ways to get at the caribou; they used to come 
closer. 

Another tactic the mining company is using now that we are 
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protesting is they're just hiring left and right, even young boys. We 
the people of Wollaston Lake oppose uranium development. 

Elder Bart Dzeylion: 
As far as we are concerned we are opposed to uranium mining. 

We are all of the same mind on that. Every time the government 
comes we tell them the same thing. Every time there is a meeting 
we are asked for our opinions and we give our opinions but it 
seems that is where it stops. Some may write it down but they, the 
mines, go ahead anyway. 

Not only us here are going to be affected by this mining, es 
pecially if they start mining underneath the lake. There are two 
major tributaries coming out of Wollaston Lake. One goes into 
Alberta and the other down to Reindeer Lake. These areas will be 
affected. The white people that have been exploring told us this is 
a very good body of water, it is so clear. But what they were doing 
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was searching for uranium and they didn't tell us. 
This is half the community here. If everyone in the community 

came in here, including all the children, no-one would be able to 
move. We don't want our children to be put in a pitiful situation. If 
you people that came here are going to help us we would be very 
pleased for that. We by ourselves can not do it. If you were able to 
help us accomplish these things we would be very happy. Us 
people here, what we think and feel is that money is nothing. If you 
lose money you can survive but if you lose one human life, that is 
what we are trying to protect, human life. 

Elder Odest Dzeylion: 
When they first started talking about uranium development the 

people opposed it. My reason for making these comments is that 
my traditional trapline is right beside where the mine is. I used to 
be able to live there. There was moose and fur bearing animals but 
now there are no animals there. Before I could always draw a living 
from the land. Now I have no source of livelihood. Never once did 
they come to me and say we will compensate you. As far as I'm 
concerned I'd like those people to leave, to stop uranium mining 
and quit destroying the land. Now we have a block of land that we 
can use and we can't set a trap outside it. If they're going to be 
doing that to us we don't want them here. What are my children 
and their children going to live on? 

George Smith: 
Last month at our Association meeting I met Hector and agreed 

to support you in your uranium fight. I'm speaking for 21 commun 
ities in the north. I think you people are really concerned. I've never 
seen so many people come to a meeting. 

Elder Tony Dzeylion: 
The things that are being talked about here were talked about 

at several meetings in Saskatoon that Mary Ann Kkailther and I 
went to. People laughed and said, "Why are you going down 
there?" Now one of the results of going to those meetings is that 
the church leaders came here. 

And I'd like to say a few things about Louis getting $1,000 a 
year. The head boss of the mine kicked me off three times. One 
person is getting money, but there are many people living here 
and we only get $1,000! 

Marie Rose Yooya: 
One of the tactics the company uses is to use a little bit of 
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Elder Tony Dzeylion. 
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compensation to say, "We are compensating." But it's like Tony 
Dzeylion says, what about the whole community? 

Sister Margaret Ordway: 
Last time I was here as a messenger to set up a meeting with 

the Cabinet and to see if you agreed to the way we drew up the 
plans for you to present your petitions. The Christian leaders wan 
ted to come here before they go with you, and for you, to the 
government. I can speak for them and say we hear you in your 
concern for the land and the future. It is something strengthening 
for us. There remains something important for us to do today: the 
plans for the meeting and the press conference in conjunction with 
the meeting.3 I hope Bart will never be able to say again that 
nothing has come out of a meeting, something will happen. 

Pierre Besskaystare: 
When the mine first opened they hired about seven of us saying 

we would be given jobs, but they just gave us shovels and asked 
us to do the dirty work. And when someone got hurt they didn't 
get paid even if they were hurt while doing the work. Commercial 
fishermen were told that if there was any sign of uranium in the fish 
they were harvesting, the mine would close. It sure doesn't look 
like that now. For us it is very hard to do things around here, but 
the mining companies go in and do what they please. It is not only 
the feeling of the commercial fishermen, also the women and chil 
dren want the mining stopped. 

Chief Hector Kkailther: 
These people that are here visiting and listening, it would be 

good if they can help us, but if it doesn't work I hope they can 
come back. 

The mine has been in operation for about ten years now and we 
have been rarely informed, just minimally, now it is just lately that 
we are finding out. That is why we are doing what we are doing. 
It's not only the present mining development at Rabbit Lake but 
the future Collin's Bay B-zone and there are others, about 11 in the 
area. If you were going to put all those together, it is a very large 
development, a big concern. It's not just our concerns. Our visitors 
have been listening to us. I'm sure they'll deal with it. Thank you for 
this meeting. 

Wollaston commercial fishermen. 
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Fresh Fish 

I'm going to a place 
where there's fresh fish to eat 
year-round any time you want 
and as much as you like. 
There are no shopping centres in Wollaston. 
I'd rather have fresh fish 
than a shopping centre anytime. 
I'm looking out the window of the plane 
and seeing lakes dotting the landscape 
all the way to the horizon 
and they all probably have fish in them. 

Do you know what happens 
when you eat fresh fish regularly? 
Pretty soon you can't tell the difference 
between yourself and the lake. 
You can't draw a line between yourself 
and the water, the fish and the forest. 

You walk through the forest 
and you're like that fish 
swimming through the water 
that is in your blood. 
The fish is the land and you are the fish 
so you are the land. 
Your connection to the Earth is clear. 
There's no cement 
no asphalt separating you. 

Do you want fresh fish? 
Stop uranium mining! 

- Flying Swan, on the way to 
Wollaston Lake community, March, 1985. 

·I 
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The Gathering And 
Blockade, 

June 9-17, 1985 
NORTHERN SURVIVAL GATHERING 

Northern Peoples Concerns 
International Nu-Killers 
Appropriate Developments 
Blockade Preparations 

STOP URANIUM MINING 
"If the water is contaminated and 
not fit to drlrk and the fish are 
not fit to eat, WHAT ARE THE 
CHILDREN GOING TO LIVE ON ?" 

Poster made by the Group For Survival, a Saskatoon based native 
rights group. 
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A road sign in northern Saskatchewan. 

The Collin's Bay 
Action Group 

The Collin's Bay Action Group (CBAG) is a coalition of 
native rights and anti-uranium groups. It was formed in Decem 
ber 1984 for the purpose of coordinating the June 1985 blockade 
and proceeding gathering. It was understood from the beginning 
that Wollaston people would lead the protest, and that no vio 
lence, alcohol, or drugs would be allowed. 

Wollaston people set the dates June 9-13 for the gathering and 
June 14 for the beginning of the blockade, with no planned end. 
Support groups in several cities began having organizing meet 
ings and the planned events started to be discussed at regular 
community meetings in W ollaston Lake. 
The following five pages show some examples of preparation 

work done by CBAG. Following these are some letters and res 
olutions of support written before the blockade took place. 
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The Collin's Bay Action Group 

We are a group of concerned individuals formed to: 

- support the people of northern Saskatchewan in their 
fight for self-determination and against uranium mining, 
and. 

- strengthen the international native rights, anti 
nuclear movement by spreading information about the 
devastation of the people and land that has already taken 
place in northern Saskatch_ewan. 

We recognize our relationship to all the animal and plant 
life of the land and water, the natural elements, and 
human life on Earth. 

We view the uranium open pit mines or any such 
disturbance of the land ~s an act of violence. We oppose 
the destruction of our land and our way of life. We 
condemn the mining ventures of all multinational 
corporations for the rape of our Sacred Mother Earth. 

Our goal is survival, for ourselves, our families, and 
yet unborn. We pray for the survival of the new 
generations. 

OPEN INVITATION TO NORTHERN GATHERING AND BLOCKADE 

We ask that those who come to the survival gathering and 
rolling blockade be sensitive and committed to working 
with different cultures, and respect the land we will 
use. 

The survival gathering is a place of work, not a 
festival. We ask that people come prepared and as self 
sufficient as possible. A women's space will be provided. 
Warm clothes, sleeping bags, and tents are needed. The 
camping area will be designated. We ask that people not 
wander around or camp outside the designated area. 

You are the guests of the Wollaston people. We ask you to 
act in solidarity with our efforts. Many people have 
worked hard to form a united front and provide a life 
giving future for our children. 

Those who exploit us and the Earth have played too long 
on our differences. Our appearance and behavior will be 
closely watched and judged by others who have yet to come 
forward and those who have just begun to. For this 
reason, as well as to keep the survival gathering and 
blockade peaceful and respectful, we have established the 
following guidelines. 
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GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION 
IN THE NORTHERN GATHERING AND BLOCKADE 

NO ALCOHOL OR DRUGS 

NO DESTRUCTION OF LAND OR PROPERTY 

RESPECT FOR ELDERS, CHILDREN, 
DIFFERENT CULTURES AND ONE ANOTHER 

ALL OUTSIDE LITERATURE MUST BE APPROVED 

Security/peacekeepers will be on site to aid you, these 
people will be working around the clock to ensure a safe, 
peaceful gathering and blockade. Please respect their 
advise as they have been specially instructed in dealing 
with problems. 

These guidelines might be difficult for some to agree 
with, but the values of many who live here may be 
different from those people who live outside this area. 

WHEREAS, such sacred elements to our survival as food and 
water- are becoming increasingly controlled by profit 
minded multi-national corporations; 

WHEREAS, multi-national corporations intend to further 
exploit Indian treaty lands by extracting oil, gas, coal, 
uranium and other minerals; and that uranium is being 
mined in northern Saskatchewan in complete disregard of 
native land claims; 

WHEREAS, radioactive contamination from the use of 
nuclear fuels poses a dire threat to all life on our 
sacred Mother Earth; and 

WHEREAS, political and social freedom is threatened by 
concentration of economic power in the hands of the 
directors of the multi-national corporations.and 
representatives of the Tri-lateral Commission; 

WHEREAS, the escalating nuclear arms race poses an 
immediate threat of universal annihilation; 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the health and basic needs of the 
people of Wollaston Lake and northern Saskatchewan take 
priority over the rights of the multi-national 
corporations and government; and. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that an indefinite moratorium be declared 
by all progressive nations on the mining, milling, 
processing, and fissioning of uranium. 

H. E. L. P. Honor Earth Life People 
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Why Stop Uranium Mining? 
*Uranium mining is taking place in complete 
disregard of native land claims and 
aboriginal rights. 
*Uranium is the material that makes nuclear 
bombs go boom and that is turned into dead 
ly plutonium in nuclear reactors. 
*Uranium mining rapidly produces large vol 
umes of liquid and solid waste, which remain 
hazardous forever. 
*Uranium mining has a catastrophic effect 
on the immediate surrounding environment 
and contaminates the downstream area. 
*There is no existing method of stopping the 
spread of contamination from uranium mine 
wastes. 
* Accidental release of uranium mine wastes 
from their retention barriers is common. 
*Radioactivity released from uranium mines 
accumulates in plants and animals down 
stream to levels thousands of times the sur 
rounding water concentration. This contam 
ination can eventually find its way to people. 
*Uranium miners can die of cancer and con 
tract serious lung diseases as a direct result 
of working in uranium mines. 
Sponsored by the Collins Bay Action Group_ 
Wollaston Lake, Sask. S0J 3L0 Tel. 633-2003 

The above advertisement was placed in "The Northerner" on April 
24, 1985. It is the newspaper published in La Ronge, with a cir 
culation of about 2,000. 
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Adele Ratt's home in La Rouge, June, 1985. 

The Northerner La. Ronge, Sukatcbewan JWK! S, 1985 

Letters to the Editor cont. 
Dear Editor, 
Re: Why civil disobedience 
at Wollaston. 

It is important for 
people to understand why 
the residents of Wollaston 
Lake are opposed to uran 
ium mining. It is very 
simple. Uranium mining 
threatens the very life 
blood of the people and the 
land. It threatens the life 
blood of all forms of life - 
WATER. We cannot live 
without water. Wollaston 
Lake is being threatened 
with extinction by the 
mining .of uranium. The 
contamination of water by 
uranium mining has 
created many 'dead' lakes 
and rivers all over the 
world. 

One example of the 

devastation that has been 
done to people is the 
contamination of the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation 
in South Dakota. In 1980, 
the Women of all Red 
Nations (WARN) con 
ducted a health study on 
the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation (a part of the 
Oglala Sioux tribe). They 
found, as a direct result of 
uranium mining; unusu 
ally high rates of spon 
taneous abortion (61./2 
times the national 
average), cancer and gene 
tic defects and breathing 
complications in new 
borns. 

Although cancer is his 
torically not common 
among Indians, the cur 
rent incidence among 
Lakota (Sioux) women of 

breast and uterine cancer, 
as well as leukemia and 
sterility, has risen to epi 
demic proportions. 
Two towns were to 

receive new wells, because 
of radioactive contamina 
tion, but drilling attempts 
had been unsuccessful in 
finding clean water. The 
Oglala Sioux tribe has 
declared a state of emer 
gency on the reservation. 
The WARN report also 

found that in this same 
area, on surrounding 
ranches, the rate of still 
born or deformed calves 
has skyrocketed. WARN 
said, "To contaminate 
Indian water is an act of 
war more subtle than mili 
tary aggression, yet no 
more deadly." 
Everywhere in the world 
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ROLLING 
BLOCKADI 

STOP 
URANIUM 
MINING 

Enlargement of a button made by The Group For Survival. 

where there is uranium 
mining, water is contami 
nated. This damage is 
irreparable and irrevers 
ible. It is important to 
understand that water is a 
.non-renewable resource. 
Once it is gone - it is gone 
forever. Uranium mining 
uses vast amounts of water 
throughout the entire pro 
cess. 
If the water in Wollas 

ton Lake is contaminated - 
how will the people sur 
vive? Already in the north, 
thousands of gallons of 
highly radioactive uranium 
mine wastes have directly 
been dumped into lakes 
and rivers. This does not 
include the most recent 
Key Lake and Rabbit Lake 
tailings spills. 
In the Uranium City 

area, there are reported 
'dead lakes', yet no fences 
or warning signs are put 

up t6 keep people out or to 
keep them from drinkiing 
the water. Birds and ani 
mals can't read signs, even 
if they were up. What are 
the government and cor 
porations doing about 
that? 

Essentially, what the 
government and corpora 
tions are guilty of is 'pre 
meditated mass murder', 
by allowing the deliberate 
contamination of water. 
There is a law in Canada 
which says that if you do 
not report a crime - you are 
committing a crime. By 
not trying to stop this 
spread of contamination of 
northern lakes and rivers .. 
In my opinion, you are 
aiding and abetting mass 
murder! Thousands of 
people in the north directly 
depend on northern lakes 
and rivers for their lives. 
By allowing pollution, I 

feel the government and 
corporations have a licence 
to kill and the people of 
Saskatchewan are allowing 
this insanity to occur. We 
want to declare the entire 
north of Saskatchewan as 
in a state of emergency 
right now! 
The people of Wollaston 

Lake have been protesting 
the mining of uranium 
since 1972. Now, they are 
forced into civil disobedi 
ence in a desperate 
attempt to save their land, 
their water and tneir way 
of life. 
How far the government 

is willing to go will be 
determined at the June 14 
blockage of the Wollaston 
Lake Road. We will see, 
then, how far the people of 
Saskatchewan will allow 
them to go. 

Support 
actions! 

the people's 
Adele Ratt 
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Some Letters And 
Resolutions Against 

Uranium Mining 

Mannonll1 
Cen1,aa 
CommlltH 
SHkllehewan 

2208 SpHra Avanua Te1ephont 
Sukaloon (306) 665,2555 
SHUtc:h...,..1n 
S7L5)(7 MCC 

A Christian 
resource 
for meeNng 
human need 

ACTION 8: RESOLUTION ON URANIUH MINING - MCCS Annual Meeting, November, 1982 

llhereqa the Soriptures cl.early call ue to be peacemakers, and 
Whereas delegates to the Annual Meeting of MCC (Sask,) in 1977 

resolved to call. fol' a five-year moratorium on uronium development 
in the province until the moral question, the environment question 
a"4 the safety question be further explored, and 

_ Whereas these questions have not been given "adequate explan 
ations and ansi.,ers '' dur-ing those five years, and 

Whereas uraniwn mined in saekatcheuan is known to have been used 
in the manufacture of nuclear weapons, and 

Whereas there is to date no evidence to suggest that saekat cheuan 
uranium IJ'i.l.l, not continue to be used in mccleal' ZJeaponl'y. 

Be it.resolved that MCC (Saak. J caH on the government of 
Saskatchewan to place an inmediate mor>atoriwn on uMnium mining until, 
the moral, environmental and safety questions are adequately deait 
"ith, and untiL auah time it c,an be uuranteed that no uraniwn mined 
in Saskatchewan 1,Ji,ll or can be used in the manufaature and further 
proUferation of nuclea,, 1,Jeaponpy, C•rrled. 
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The Northern Village of Pinehouse 
GEN. DEL. PINEHOUSE, SASK. 

SOJ 280 
Telephone 884.-2030 

Chief Hector Kkailther, 
Lac La Hache Band Administration, 
Wollaston Lake, sask ;', SOJ ]CO. January 21/85. 

Dear Hector: 

At our council meeting on December 13/84 we passed a motion 

supporting 100% the Lac La Hache Band and Wollaston LAC in their 

fight against the Collins Bay uranium mine. 

Putting a uranium mine on the bottom of a lake is one ot the 

stupidest things I've ever heard of. Uranium mining is nu good. 

Fishing is much more important. Our planning study shows that tor 

Pinehouse what we get in one year from commercial and domestic 

fishing is worth over 3 times what we get into town in wages from 

the Key Lake mine. But the worse thing is that the uranium ~ol 

lution might poison your tish tor decades. lt's an awful bad 

dedl for you guys and we're happy you're fighting it. 

We went to Regina in October to talk against using chemical 

poisons on the bush. Tony Dzeylion was there to tell the tederal 

government that you're against uranium mining. He talked redlly 

strong and clear to those guys. We know you guys are against 

them mining tram the bottom of the same lake that you get your 

rish and water from. Anybody who isn't against such a stupi<l 

and dangerous idea is either being paid by the uranium industry 

or just plain crazy. 

Sincerely, 

~' ~7L 1,,, . ·1,v' 
eo~l/r, , ii:yor. 

c.c. band councillors Martin Josie, Jimmy Kkaikka, Rosalie Tsannie; 
LAC councillors Flora Natomagan, Gabriel Benonie, secretary 
treasurer Emil Hansen, and mayor Jonas Hansen. 
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EXECUTIVE RESOLUTIONS 

01 (Submitted by Sask, Div, Executive Board) 

WHEREAS several proposed uranium devclorments around Wollaston Lake 
by co~panies like ~ldorado Nuclear, Hooker Chemical and 
Esso pose a pollution threat to the northern environment and 
could cause seri.ous long term damage to the fishery resource 
and way of life of the Lac La Hache Indian Band; and 

WHEREAS uranium sales by the Saskatchewan Government to buyers such 
as the military dictatorship of South Korea and COGEMA (the 
French agency involved in atomic weapons testing in the 
Pacific Ocean) are contributing to the spread of the atomic 
bomb around .he world; Rnd 

WHEREAS uranium mine workers f~ce cancer rates more than double the 
nationol average and a government in this province that has 
weakened occupational health and safety provisions that had 
been in place; and 

WHEREAS no country in the world has found n way to safely dispose of 
the highly cancer causing and radioactive waste that all 
uranium becomes after being burned in a nuclear reactor. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Saskatchewan Division of C.U.P,E, expresses 
its full support for and solidarity with the Lac La Hache 
Indian Band in their attempt to stop uranium mining around 
Wollaston Lake and calls on the provincial and federal 
governments to immediately stop the Collins Bay B Zone 
uranium mine (currently under construction in a bay of 
Wollaston Lake), 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Saskatchewan Division of C,U,P,E, 
renffirm its opposition to uranium mining in Saskatchewan 
and calls upon all political parties in this province to 
support the phase out of existing uranium mines, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED alternative employment and full transfer of 
benefits must be assured for all ~mployees effected, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that n letter of solidarity be sent to Chief 
Hector Kkhailther of the Lac La Hache Indian Band and thnt 
copies of this resolution be forwarded to Prime Minister 
Mulroney, Federal NOP Environment Critic Bill Rlaikie, 
Federal Liberal Disarmament Critic Lloyd Axworthy, Saskatchewan 
Premier Grant Devine, NOP Opposition Leader Allan Blakeney, 
Liberal Leader Ralph Goodnle and the appropriate members of 
the media, 

Resolution made at the Canadian Union of Public Employees 
(CUPE) annual convention May 24-26, 1985. (CUPE, c/o Sask 
atchewan Federation of Labor, 2709-12 Ave; Rm. 103, Regina, 
Saskatchewan. S4T 113) 
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Inter-Church Uranium Committee 
Box 7724 Saskatoon Canada S7K 4R4 (3011) 934-3030 

Eldor.Management and Staff, 
12115 • 11th Street, West, 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 

Monday, June 3, 1985 

Dear Members of Eldor Management and Staff, 

For at least 8 years now, many Saskatchewan churches repre 
sented on our Committee have been urging your company and other 
companies involved in uranium mining to halt uranium development 
in Saskatchewan, We have accumulated a large amount of evidence 
pointing to the fact that: 

- Uranium mining is directly linked to nuclear weaponry, 
despite good intentions to sell it only for peaceful 
purposes. Uranium exports contribute to weapons proliferation, 
No country on ear_th has solved the problem of what to do 
with the highly radioactive wastes that all uranium will 
become after its use in nuclear power plants. 

- Uranium mining is a serious long term threat to the 
Saskatchewan northern environment. 

- Uranium mine workers have significantly increased incidences 
of lung cancer and other types of cancers, 

We have particularly deep cortcerns about Eldor's decision to 
proceed with uranium mining along the edge of Wollaston Lake. As 
a federal government agency, it is important that you be sensitive 
to public concerns and particularly ~he concerns of people who will 
be directly effected by your developments. 

The community of Wollaeton Lake is very much opposed to uranium 
mining around their lake. 7t legitimately fean.the pollution of the 
lake, and with several proposed developments right along the edge 
of the lake, we believe this is a legitimate fea~, despite the good 
intentions of Eldor to mine as safely as possible. 

It is simply not appropriate to locate a uranium mine within little 
more than one hundred yards of one of the richest commercial fishery 
lakes in Saskatchewan and a lake which an Indian people is so highly 
dependent on for their livelihood. Eldor will mine uranium for only 
a few years and then be gone. But the people of Wollaston must live 
with the consequences you create for hundreds of thousands of years 
to come. 

This weekend, the Saskatchewan Conference of the United Church 
of Canada, of which I am a member, reaffirmed its call for a halt to 
uranium mining in Saskatchewan and expressed its deep desire that 
Eldor stop the proposed Collins Bay B Zone project at the edge of 

Wollaston Lake. For the sake of the people Qf Wollaston Lake 
and for the sake of the Saakntchewan envirdnment, we plead with 
Y?U to abandon the proposed Collins Bay B Zone uranium development. 

To bring our concerns before the public and to the Government 
of Canada to which you as a company are directly responsible, 
we will be conducting a very ahort noon hour rally calling for a 
halt to uranium mining'around Wollaston Lake, 

Thank you for considering our concerns. 

Sincerely, 

/'tlo-,, ,e'c,(,u,4 
Rev. Alan Richards 
on behalf of the Inter-Church Uranium Committee 
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• The DIOCESE OF SASKATCHEWAN 
OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CANADA 

BISHOP: The Right Reverend H. V. R. Short, D.D. 

June 6, 1985 

Chief Hector Kkailther 
Lac la Hache Band 
General Delivery 
Wollaston Lake, Sask. 
SOJ 3CO 

My dear Chief: 

At a recent meeting of the Executive Corrmittee of the Anglican 
Diocese of Saskatchewan, a resolution was unanimously passed requesting 
me to convey to you the support of the Angl lean Diocese of Saskatchewan 
in your protest against· any further development of uranium mining at 
the present time in the Wollaston Lake area. 

This I am very happy to do, and I wish to add to it my own personal 
support of the stand you are taking. It seems to me that there are 
three questions that must bt? addressed before the natural resources of 
the country are developed, and they are especially in connection with 
uranium mining: the possible dangers attending radioactive tailings on 
mine sites; the possible uee of uranium for the manufacture of atomic 
warheads; and the question of land entitlement for aboriginal people. 

As we pray for justice your own particular concerns will be in our 
minds. 

With every blessing. 

Yours e Lncere Ly , 

)J,,~~- 
Bishop of Saskatchewan 

kw 

P.O. Box 1088,' Prince Albert, Saskatchewan S6V 556 Telephone: 763·2455 or 764·5172 
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NBRTttbANES INBIAN 0-ANB 
GENERAL DELIVERY 

LAC BROCHET, MANITOBA 
ROB 2EO 

Lie Li Haehe Band 
WC>llaston,Sask, and L.A.C 

Dear Orief, 

'lhi.s letter is to inform the Northlands Indian Band at Lie Brochet 
Manitoba are in support of the noverent your Band is naking in tlie apposinc;i 
of the opening of the uraniun mine in Wollaston lake - O>llin Bay B. ZOne 
uraniun ore lxx:ly. 

'lhis was decided at the general neeting in Lie Brochet in regards 
to the support needed fran your Band. 

We realized also that it affect us in the future for 1-.e are situtated 
at Lie Brochet where the Q)ccrance River flows fran WC>llaston lake and in on to 
Feincleer lake. 

Hope this letter also acts as a guideline of support for your future 
endeavors with your respective Govenvrent of Saskatchewan in your future neg 
otiations , 

Hope "" have been of sane help 9n behalf of the N:>rthlands Band, 

Sincerly, 
for Indian Self 
Governrrent. 
Orief Jerare Denechezhe 
& councillors 
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Movement Against Uranium Mining 
PO Box Kl33 Haymarket 2000 Phone 212 4538 

May 9 1985 

Collin' s Bay Action Group 
Box 3183 
Vancouver BC VGB 3X6 
Canada 

Dear friends 

Our very best wishes for your 1:0.ll.ing blockade of the Rabbit Lake and 
Collin's Bay uranium mines beginning mid-June. We hope your inspiring 
action will not only raise public awareness of the devastating prob.lems 
that result from uranium mining, but also be a source of encouragement 
for the whole anti-nucl.ear movement in challenging this insidious 
industry. 

Please keep in touch through the World Information Service on Energy 
network so we can report the blockade to the Australian pub.lie. Our 
thoughts are with you. 

Yours in solidarity and struggle 

Steve Broadbent 

PS I've enclosed a copy of Uranium Mining in Australia and a copy of 
our last newsl.etter. which has updates on the uranium mining industry 
in Australia. 
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0 OAOrganisationen til Oplysning om Atomkraft 
Ryesgade 19 
DK - 2200 Kabenhavn N 
"R0l-35 55 07 & 01-35 48 07 

Copenhagen, June 6th, 1985 

TO THE INDIAN PEOPLE OF WOLLASTON LAKE AND THE PARTICIPANTS 

IN THE BLOCKADE OF THE COLLINS BAY MINE, SASKATCHEWAN, CANADA 

The Danish antinuclear movement OOA (The Organisation for 

Information on Nuclear Energy) sends its warmest regards and 

its full moral support to the planned Survival Gathering and 

the non-violent blockade of the Collins Bay mine at Wollaston 

Lake, Saskatchewan, Canada. 

We are shocked by the ?egradation of the natural environment and 

all the encroachments against the Indian people, that the mining 

companies have caused during their hunt for uranium in Saskatche 

wan. We consider any mining of uranium completely unacceptable, 

whether the purpose is the production of nuclear weapons or run 

ning nuclear power plants, and we regard the international struggle 

against uranium mining as an important and necessary means to stop 

the whole military-industrial nuclear complex. 

In the hope that we~can share with you some of our optimism, we 

can inform you, that we now - after 11 years of stubborn public 

resistance - have succeded in getting the Danish Parliament to 

abolish all plans for nuclear power. 15 sites which were reserved 

for nuclear power plants years ago, have now been released for 

other uses. This is being celebrated by people living near these 

sites, who are now in the process of raising monuments to mark 

the occasion. 

Furthermore, both Danish authorities and the Greenlandic home 

rule have decided to give up the plans for uranium mining in 

Southern Greenland. This is a great victory for the people of 

Greenland. 

• •. 2 
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These experiences tell us, that it surely is worthwhile to 

protest and fight back, even though the powers you oppose are 

great. We know that your counterpart is more implacable and more 

cynical than ours, but we also know that you are a strong and 

determined people. We hope with all of our heart, that you will 

endure. Because there is no alternative. 

For economical reasons we are unfortunatly,·not able to come to 

Wollaston Lake and participate in your blockade. But on June 

10th we and six other Danish organisations will carry through 

a protest action at the Canadian Embassy in Copenhagen to show 

our solidarity with your struggle. We will inform the Danish 

and the Canadian press about this action. 

We enclose 150 Canadian dollars as a contribution to your 

work. 

Best regards 

for OOA 

~~ 
Elisabet Stadler 

~ (~ -h.J.tA, L \ 
Marianne ::;..};1-Nyh~m--~ 
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Stichting Nanai 

nederlandse actiegroep noord-amerikaanse indianen 

Centraal kontaiktadres: Kamgras 23 
3068 CB Rottetdam 
telefoon 0l0-209844 
postgirO 3520900 

Amsterdam 19-6-1985 
to:Lac La Hache Band 

administration, 
Vlollaston Lake 
Saskatchewan SOJ 3CO 
Canada 

Dear people, 

Enclosed a number of petitions concerning the 
uranium mining in your area. 
\le hope you will have a lot of succes with your 
actions. 
In Holland the government wants to build more nuclear 
power stations.The majority of the Dutch people is 
against the plan.But the government doesn't want to 
listen.As it is the same in Saskatchewan:your struggle 
is our strug6le! 
Sincerely, 

~~" 
FredM~ 

?Tanai,region Amsterdam 
Fred Muller 
Wethouder Serrurierstraat 66 
1107 OH Amsterdam 
Holland 
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The road north from La Ronge to Wollaston is long and narrow 
with barely room for two trucks to pass (bottom). Mickey's Camp 
at Mcl.ennan Lake, 130 km north of La Ronge, is one of the few 
gas stations along the way. It has a wall filled with photos of truck 
accidents (above). 

The Gathering, 
June 9-13, 1985 

June 9, 1985: 
Small groups of supporters from across Canada arrived at the 

Umperville River campground after an 800 kilometer, 12 hour 
drive from Saskatoon. The campground is only about 10 kilo- 
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A point in the road about half way between La Ronge and Wollas 
ton Lake. 

meters south of the Rabbit Lake open pit mine, and 40 kilome 
ters west across the lake from the village of W ollaston Lake. 
In preparation, just a few weeks previously, Eldorado built a 

new gate across the road with fence extending about 30 metres 
on each side. It was erected about two kilometers from the mill 
buildings, cleverly placed just around a corner where the mill 
buildings were out of view and keeping open an access to one of 
the waste areas. On the gate, which does not mark any legal 
boundary, a sign read "No Trespassing: Trespassers Will Be 
Prosecuted," in English, French, Cree, and Chipewyan syllabics, 

June 1 O, 1985: 
About 30 supporters held meetings in the campground, and 

named themselves the "Wollaston Lake Support Group." A 
special session on sensitivity to cultural differences was held. 
The group was invited into the community ofWollaston Lake to 
meet with the people. In the evening they were greeted by a 
welcome dance performed by Wollaston's own young rock 
music group, the Northern Eagles. 

June 11 and 12, 1985: 
The meetings between outside supporters and Wollaston Lake 
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When a group of Wollaston Elders saw the Chipewyan syllabics 
on the mine gate sign (middle row on the sign above) they expres 
sed their astonishment and wondered who had done the trans 
lation. They said the words meant that harm would come to those 
that went on the other side. 

community members filled the Band Hall to capacity. Strong 
statements were made from young and old alike to stop uranium 
mining. Each evening a dance followed the long meetings. 

On June 12 a community meeting began at 8 in the evening 
and ended at 1:30 in the morning. The Northern Eagles then 
played to a lively group that danced until the music stopped at 5 
in the morning. 
The meetings were held in the traditional Dene manner. There 

was no formal agenda. People spoke one after the other continu 
ously, each one speaking until they were finished, without being 
interrupted. The group of 150 or more listened intently through 
out. Almost everything was translated from Chipewyan to 
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English and vice versa. Most of the meeting time was devoted to 
statements by northern people: In addition, a group of southern 
supporters performed a play depicting Eldorado's schemes to 
mine uranium and information was provided on other land 
based struggles. 

All of the following was stated at the June 11 and 12 meetings. 

Statements Made At 
Meetings In The 

Wollaston Lake Band Hall 
- June 11 and 12, 1986 

Bengy Denechezhe (Lac Brochet), 
opening prayer for the meetng: 

Brothers and sisters we are gathered here on a concern to all of 
us. We are not rich but we are happy. We were raised poor but we 
managed through hard times and good times with warm loving 
hearts and the beauty of outdoor life. When we look back it's a 
crying shame compared to now-a-days. But one thing for sure, we 
will never forget our traditional way of living. Yesterday will never 
come back to us. We must look for tomorrow and the future. We 
natives and whites let us put our hearts and minds together, and 
may the great spirit guide us to whatever way we can find to save 
Mother Earth. It gives and it provides so let us keep it clean as it 
was for generations, and work together without hurting one 
another. Amen. 

Mary Ann Kkailther (Wollaston): 
The Lac La Hache Band asked these people to come here to 

support us in opposing the uranium mining at Wollaston Lake. We 
asked the people to come here to find out more about uranium 
mines and how the people of Wollaston think and feel about the 
mines. We were against uranium mining since 1972. When mining 
companies and governments came to our community to talk about 
the mines they only told us good things about the mines. Things 
like giving our people jobs and using uranium for fuel and medi 
cines. They never talked about uranium wastes that are dangerous 
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Many elders spoke from the heart about the need to protect the 
land for future generations. 

to all living things. They never talked about how uranium is used in 
making bombs, but we know how dangerous it is. The Band was 
against Collin's Bay B-zone in 1981. We told the company and the 
government we don't want the Collin's Bay B-zone, but they did 
not listen. We cannot sit back and let them go on destroying our 
land and water. We live off the land, on animals, fish and berries. 
Some people and some newspapers say that people here are not 
against the mines. I know everybody here is opposing the mines. 
We had a lot of meetings where people spoke against the mines. 
The majority of the people signed petitions to the government of 
Saskatchewan to stop all uranium mining on our land. We are also 
waiting for Premier Devine to have a meeting with our Chief. We do 
not want Collin's Bay 8-zone and surrounding deposits to open. 
This is why we are having the blockade on the road to the mines. 
We have to do this to make th~ government listen to us. 

Wollaston Lake Support Group, Statement of Solidarity: 
We thank you for the invitation to Wollaston Lake and your gen 

erous hospitality. We appreciate the accommodations and dance. 
We have come from all across Canada bringing our skills and love 
for the Earth. We are united with you in closing down the uranium 
mine and agree that it is time for direct action. We respect the 
need for local decision making all over the world and we ask for 
your guidance. 
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A short play portraying Eldorado's greed provided some comic 
relief during the serious discussions. 

Elder Leo Medal (Black Lake): 
We belong to this Earth, the land, because it provides and gives 

us what we need. 
Work together as a whole group that is strong to help close this 

uranium mine. Make a group of people so strong that even if a rock 
hit them it would bounce off. 

The rivers that go out of this lake go to every community around 
this area, so everyone should be concerned with what's happen 
ing to the land. Is it on account of money? Money is nothing for us. 
Sure we need money but not that way. We need money but the 
most important thing we need is the Earth. You young people 
must stand up and fight for the land. Sure the government gives 
us money but if we don't stand up and fight now we'll have no land 
left. 

All the Dene nations in northern Saskatchewan, Manitoba and 
the Northwest Territories should come together to fight the ura 
nium mines. Come together again at some place. Make every ef 
fort to fight these mines because it's our land. A long time ago we 
didn't know what the mine was. We lived on meat, fish, caribou, 
moose, rabbits, everything like that. How are we going to do that 
if the land and water is spoiled? What can we get to drink when 
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our kids are thirsty? 
I wish the mine was not open. I care for my grandchildren and 

my grandchildren will get kids. Those young people think they will 
always get rations and family allowance. 

It's true. It will not be like a long time ago again. We used to use 
a tent and maybe a log house. We didn't know what houses were. 
We used to live away from the town. We used to stay in the bush. 
Now nobody is in the bush. They're gonna take everything away 
from us. Nobody will know how to work like long ago. When I was 
a kid I used to wear caribou hide clothes. I thought it was nice. 
Now young people laugh at these clothes. Now they have skidoo 
boots and suits. We used to use dogs but nobody knows how 
now. Now young people laugh. Skidoos are not safe and cost 
money. 

And the prospecting too, it did quite a bit of damage to our 
trapline. Also, about 20 years back we never heard about cancer. 
But now people are dying of cancer. It's probably because of the 
food they're getting from the south too. Before when we lived off 
the land we didn't have any store bought food. People were not 
suffering that much at all. There's a 30 year old woman in this 
community suffering from cancer, only 30 years old. What has 
caused that? And on my trapline I have seen a lot of dead fish in 
shallow water. We never saw that before. It could be because of 
those resource officers planting poison to get rid of wolves. They 
say there are too many wolves. 

There was a guy named George Mercredi4 involved in the uran 
ium mine and he had a good job. He says he was raised around 
this area. He wasn't any better than any of us. Now he looks at it 
this way. He got his job and made a lot of money. Where he lived 
and where he was raised up, it's only his camp that he left behind. 
With all the money he made he's been living in the city. Us people, 
we have to realize that we eat what has been given to us by the 
great spirit and this land is all we need. I've worked in white man's 
camps before and I say to the young people that are around here 
right now, you'll never fit in the white man's world and we don't 
belong there. We belong to this Earth, the land because it provides 
and it gives and it shows. I never held a pen or spoke english. I 
managed through good and bad times and I'm not a~y better than 
anybody in this room right now. 

Elder Louis Chicken, Senator FSIN (Black Lake): 
I want to support the people that have talked and also you white 

people that came here to help us out, and I'd like to express my 
mind too .. 
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The Band Hall was filled to capacity during the long meetings. 

I've been around for a long time now. I remember way back in 
the 1920's when if a person had matches, bullets and tea that was 
a lot. A person could make a living out of that. Those were the 
main items. 

When I was a young man people used to be happy the way they 
lived. People used to love one another. Everywhere the traditional 
way was going on. Hand drum, hand game. Everywhere people 
were happy the traditional Dene way. There was no fighting until 
1940 when people learned how to make home brew. The old way 
of living was changed because liquor steals your mind and your 
spirit. People drink and fight over liquor. You don't know what 
you're doing. There's suicide and death over liquor. 

We used to be hunting and moving all the time to feed our 
family. Now there's not many caribou around. They're not that 
close anymore because white people are chasing them away from 
us. Now our children are going to school to learn. I think children 
instead of learning white should be learning about our culture. 
They think they're smart but they're not. They should be learning 
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Translations were made from Chipewyan to English and vise versa. 

to live off the land, listening to the elders. 
All the people at this gathering are as one mind. We must work 

together. I want to thank all the people for coming to tell what 
wrong is being done to the land and culture. Every community has 
a right to speak up about what is right for them. The government 
should listen to us too instead of neglecting us all along. We have 
a right to defend our land. And we have the right to speak up for 
our own people. For the good of our people. If the government was 
listening they could understand what we are saying. All leaders 
should be listening to the people. 

The first time the white men came they were not that rich. Now 
the government is very rich because they make money off our 
land. All Indian Bands should be here supporting the Wollaston 

sJ people. The people in the north have been struggling all their lives. 
Now wastes are slowly killing animals and fish. We the people 
want everybody to live happily. When we see other people having 
problems we want to help. Why can't they do the same thing? In 
1945 a lot of people died because of something from uranium. We 
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Each evening there was a dance. 

don't want so many people to die from bombs again. I'm asking for 
all the young people of Wollaston to support the blockade to stop 
the mine. 

You people who are writing down what the people are saying 
here about the mine, I hope you put it on paper so other people 
and the government will hear why we're having this gathering 
here. 

I want to thank all you white people who have come this far to 
help us. When God made this world he made everything different, 
but still white people and Indians are human beings and we should 
help each other. 

The mining is causing a lot of damage. I don't understand why 
the government is doing that to destroy our people and our land. 
It's not right to do that. We have a right to fight for our land and our 
culture. We should all fight together and stop this uranium mining. 
If we speak up maybe the government will change their minds. 

Elder Tony Dzeylion (Wollaston): 
I know this uranium mining will affect us here. I've been going to 

meetings down south. We are fighting so this mining will stop. 
There are a lot of people here from the outside and I know they're 
trying to support us, especially these white people that have come 
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Two of the "Northern Eagles," a Wollaston rock music group. 

from far away. Just to see those people travel so far to come here 
to help us makes us really understand that this uranium is a bad 
thing that is happening here. A lot of us understand what uranium 
really means now. We'll try as hard as we can to stop it even 
though it might never work; us older people probably won't see 
the damage to the land but our children will, so we're not going to 
stand back and see it destroyed. 

Pierre Alphonse (Black Lake): 
There's 10 old people, myself and Billy Bouvier who come to 

Wollaston from Black Lake with empty pockets. But we've got 
feelings for these young Dene people now growing and not know 
ing what's happening. We have to get our heads together like a 
great bird that flies high in the sky and sees us. Our lake that we 
live off is being poisoned and it will poison us because we live off 
the lake and because the poison will kill our food. They are killing 
off what we need to make a living. 

If we know our traditional life we can speak against those that 
hurt us. But because we don't understand what the Earth means 
to us, we don't know where to start. We are part of the Earth and 
the Great Spirit gave us four legged animals to live on. I want the 
elders to come together and teach us the traditional ways so we 
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know what the Earth means to us. 

Ron De La Hay (Fort Qu'Appelle): 
I'm from Fort Qu'Appelle in southern Saskatchewan. For the last 

2 or 3 years myself and a number of other people in Fort Ou'ap 
pelle have been working to try and stop uranium mining and the 
damage it's doing to the environment. We've been trying to stop 
the building of nuclear bombs from uranium, which could destroy 
the whole world. When we heard about your protest against the 
development of the mine up here, we were very interested in help 
ing you, and managed to raise some money to send up from vari 
ous members of our group and from church groups that also sent 
up some money. I hope it helps you to know that there's other 
people here in Saskatchewan that want to help you. 

Michael Fitzsimmons (Pinehouse): 
I'm from Pinehouse and we just spent 3 days in Prince Albert 

trying to raise support for the Wollaston Lake people. We got some 
people to come up here for this gathering and we also raised some 
money from the people who wanted to come but couldn't. So we 
want to give this money that we raised in Prince Albert, it's about 
$220. 

Joanne Young (Zurich, Ontario): 
"Eldorado" means "City of Gold" in spanish. When the Spanish 

first came to north America and South America they landed in 
Mexico, and the native people in Mexico had a great deal of silver 
and gold. The Spanish people took the silver and the gold from the 
native people in Mexico who were called Aztecs and Mayas. They 
destroyed their civilization, they destroyed their cities, they mur 
dered almost all their people. There are very few left today. This is 
what the "City of Gold" did for the native people in Mexico. 

The name Eldorado then, should be a warning to us. The second 
Eldorado is out to get as much money from this land as they can 
possibly get. They don't care a hoot what happens to the people 
who are living there. 

My own experience with Eldorado is very personal. My husband 
worked at the only refinery for uranium that we have in Canada. 
After they dig the uranium out of the mine on your property, they 
send it to Port Hope in Ontario where they take the uranium out of 
the rock. In Port Hope the land has been spoiled because the rock 
that is waste is left lying in dumps around Port Hope and it turns 
all the land bad. Then they use the uranium to make bombs. 

My husband, when he died in 1956, had never been sick. He 
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Most of the adults in the community attended the meetings. 

was a very healthy man. He was 34 years old. He had been work 
ing at Eldorado for 4 years. Shortly after our fourth baby was born 
he got quite sick. He complained of pain in his back and the doctor 
said he strained his back. He seemed to be loosing a lot of weight. 
He felt very sad, he didn't want to do anything anymore, he just 
sat around. They put him in the hospital and did tests, but they 
couldn't find any thing wrong. After he'd been unwell for about 
three months, he began to get lumps on his skin. Six months after 
he first began to complain about the pain in his back, my husband 
was dead. 

When he died he was covered with lumps and the doctors said 
that he had lumps all through his insides. He inhaled, breathed in 
a lot of radioactive dust. He told me about that and I know it would 
have happened because he never would have told me if he hadn't 
known it happened. But the officials at Eldorado have always de 
nied it. They say that the death of a person like my husband at 34 
years of age is perfectly normal. 

When Bill died, I thought that was just one accident that happe 
ned and that it would probably never happen again to anyone. It's 
only in the last 10 years that I realized thousands of people have 
died the same way my husband died. And it is the policy of our 
government to deliberately lie about the effects of radioactive dust 
and radiation. They planned it for a long time, they pass laws that 
protect them. I've tried everything I could to change their minds, to 
get them to play fair. The only thing I've been able to do that works 
is to protest non-violently by disobeying the laws that protect 
these dishonest activities of our government. 
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The Wollaston Lake Support Group singing "It Isn't Nice." 

It Isn't Nice · 
It isn't nice, it isn't nice, 
it isn't nice, it isn't nice. 
It isn't nice to break the law. 
It isn't nice to go to jail. 
There are nicer ways to do it 
but the nice ways always fail. 
If that's the price of freedom, 
I don't mind, I don't mind. 

It isn't nice, it isn't nice, 
it isn't nice, it isn't nice. 
It isn't nice to block the road, 
It isn't nice to go to jail. 
There are nicer ways to do it 
but the nice ways always fail. 
If that's the price of freedom, 
I don't mind, I don't mind. 
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When I was the age of most of the people in this room I never 
thought I would ever be proud of having been arrested and been 
to jail for protesting against the nuclear industry. But today I'm 
very proud to be able to stand here and say I have. 

Maisie Shiell (Regina): 
The Saskatchewan government, back in 1980, accepted a pro 

posal from Eldorado to build a uranium refinery just outside Sask 
atoon at a place called Warman. This is a little bit of a success 
story for us because the people organized so strongly that the 
proposal was finally called off. 

There was a government Inquiry about it. I've been involved with 
a number of Inquiries and always the mines have gone on. But this 
time the people were Mennonite and they were farmers and farm 
ing means a great deal to them. They came from Russia in the 
early part of the century because they wanted to get away from 
war. They were furious when they heard that the uranium refinery 
was going to be built in their district and that uranium is used in 
weapons. These Mennonite people organized. They went around 
to meetings all over Saskatchewan and asked for support. This 
was how so many people turned up at the Inquiry. Of course 
another reason was that it was so close to Saskatoon where a lot 
of people live, but it was the determination of these farmers who 
are very, very, very, much against war, they're pacifists. 

It's good for the people of Saskatchewan that the uranium re 
finery wasn't built, but this government is talking about it again 
and they are building another one in Ontario instead of Saskatche 
wan. So there are people and places that are still suffering from 
this. We can stop it in one place but then they'll move to another, 
or to another time. 

Chuck McCall um (Ile a la Crosse ): 
I came up here to Wollaston to support the people in their fight 

against the uranium mine that is opening up here because I be 
lieve that there should be alternative ways of creating employment 
for the people. These mines create employment and revenue for 
the country but it's a very great danger. Spills have happened in 
Key Lake and other mines where they've said-these mines are safe 
and nothing would ever happen. Nothing is infallible in this world. 
If it's man made there's always something that could go wrong. 
The Cigar Lake uranium mine is supposed to be 10 times as rich 
as Key Lake which was supposed to be the richest in the world. 
The radiation from the uranium will go into the air. There will be 
seepage into the rivers and lakes and it's going to poison the fish. 
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A lot of birds and animals feed off the fish and so do we, the 
people of the north, and so do many people in the south. · 

We've been fighting for our rights for a long time. The treaties 
were a scam. Chiefs in the older days didn't know the system. The 
system is not here for their benefit but for the multinational corpor 
ations. The north is the last traditional land we have. Everything 
else has gone to the system. A lot of our people are caught within 
that system. They know very little of the dominant society system 
and very little of the native system, so there is a state of confusion. 
I can't blame my people for not being aware of the dangers of this 
uranium. 

Mary Rose Robbilard (Black Lake): 
I was a Counselor before and talked at meetings throughout 

Saskatchewan. Of all the meetings I've attended this is one of the 
best. You don't hear people arguing or talking back to one 
another. All of the Bands from here, Black Lake, Lac Brochet, it 
would be good if we went, the leaders, the Chiefs, to the blockade 
tomorrow. It would be good to round up all the Chiefs to go across 
to help us. Because the white people got a lot of ways they can 
turn things around. So if we got our leaders in there, we'll be much 
stronger for the blockade. 

We Are People 
What does the life of people mean to you? 
Do you care for people and animals? 
Do you think people and animals are not 
important around Wollaston area? 
Peoples' important food are animals. 
Animals' important food are animals. 
Animals' important food are on the Earth, 
under the Earth and in the water. 
We are as human as you are. 
We eat, we drink, we talk and we love. 
Don't let us suffer for nothing. 
But if you are opening that mine, 
we will not stand around · 
and let you open it 
without putting up a fight. 

- Elizabeth Joseyounen (Wollaston) 
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The old medical clinic in the center housed many of the outside 
supporters. The houses at the right are known as "teachers' row." 

Elder Abel Denedchezhe (Wollaston): 
Us people we have our own minds to express what we think 

about the future and our own children. We don't just close our 
eyes and keep them shut. I'm asking everyone, especially the vis 
itors from the outside, to help us speak up and fight as long as you 
can. 

Benjy Denechezhe (Lac Brochet): 
We came here to help one another. We have lived in this land for 

generations. We can not let uranium mining go on any longer! It 
destroys our water and effects fish and wild life. We can.simply not 
let mining companies destroy out land just because of money. 
Money is not the only thing in life. We have proof that native 
people have lived off the land. Some people here have grey hair 
but they never held a pen or spoke english or had any education, 
but they survived and raised their families off the land. We native 
people all came to give each other a hand as a group and I am 
happy to be here. 

Before it's too late we should do something about the mining 
across this lake. Sure, they'll give us everything we need, phones 
too, anything. What happens if the land is destroyed? Where can 
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we go? Now is the time to fight. Let's all stand on our own two feet 
and fight back. In the end there will be nothing left for us if we 
don't fight back now. 

Back home our culture is a traditional way of life but slowly and 
surely the traditional way of living among the people is fading 
away, it's not strong. We have to know that way of life, how the 
native people have survived. From my home town there's some 
kids that are about 10 or 11 years old that don't know our lan 
guage. It's slowly.fading away. We have to teach the young ones 
how we survive. If a government comes up to us and says, "Where 
is your traditional way of living?" we have no proof. We have to 
have the language with us all the time so the treaty and native 
rights will be strong. 

Sarazine Josie (Wollaston): 
What I would like to say is about the mines, I know it's not good. 

It destroys our land, our animals, what we eat. Us young people 
should think about our future, if we have kids. And we should go 
across to the camp and help stop that uranium mine. 

Marie Adele Josie (Wollaston): 
When uranium mining first came George Mercredi was translat 

ing. He told us we would have a good and wonderful life in the 
community from uranium mining. He did not tell the people about 
the dangers it will cause. 

Because of lack of security at the mine site many of the mine 
workers are introduced to drugs such as marijuana. The people 
that work there bring bad drugs. No matter which way you look at 
it the mine causes problems for the people. 

Brian Ratt (Ilea la Crosse): 
I'd like to say that in this community people are sticking 

together better than any other place I've been. The government 
always comes and gives a little bit of money to someone over in 
the corner but then everybody else doesn't have anything. The 
white men do that because they're trying to divide people. 
Jealousies- and everything start up. Or they bring in a case of 
whisky for the people and say don't listen to those other people 
over there they're crazy. I've seen it and I've heard it. 

It's just now that I've seen so much solidarity among the people. 
Last night a lot of people had a good time. Where I come from 
people have to drink first to have a good time like that. But last 
night I saw old people and young people dancing and having a 
good time without booze. 
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I didn't know what to expect from Wollaston because in Pine 
house they let the uranium mine in. A lot of times I thought the 
people there would even fight harder because the road is right 
beside them. But a few people get paid off and jealousy starts up, 
then people get confused and the government just sits back and 
laughs at the people fighting amongst each other. 

We've got to learn that when a white man comes along we've 
got to watch him because he's a cunning man. When he came to 
this country he was starving. He didn't know where the hell he 
was. He even thought the world was square. But we always new 
the world was round like the moon and sun. But we were so kind 
hearted and the white man took advantage of us. 

There's a little story about when the white man first came here. 
He was walking along a road and saw an Indian sitting on a log 
and he asked the Indian if he could sit down. The Indian said, "Of 
course, sit down." But pretty soon there were a lot of white people 
sitting on the log and the Indian kept moving over. Pretty soon the 
Indian was sitting on the ground. 

We have to pray to the Great Spirit and ask for all the strength 
that we need because we're a very kind-hearted people. 

Elder Bart Dzeylion (Wollaston): 
For the people that are going across to the blockade, our reli 

gion is what we need. Our religion is different compared to some 
of us. It's good to have people that know the bible. Everywhere we 
go us people we have religion, belief in God. Everywhere we go we 
need that strength to keep us. 

Billy Bouvier (Black Lake): 
I was born and raised in Black Lake and I've been living off the 

land for most of my life. I've been eating fish and animals here that 
live off the water and the water gives us life. I came here because 
I think of the future. I'm a young man and I've been working in 
northern Saskatchewan on the people's alcohol and drug problem. 
It's a problem that the white man gave us. They destroy our land 
and they destroy our people. We have to work as a team and help 
each other for the future generations. 

Adele Ratt (La Ronge): 
I want to say something and I think I'm speaking on behalf of the 

rest of us that are here to support you. We'll do the very best we 
can to help you stop uranium mining up here. A lot of us here have 
travelled far and have done a lot of work already in our own com 
munities, spreading the word around all over, in Canada, the 
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United States and overseas. \ 
Many of us have worked against uranium mining and in the 

Native rights struggle for many years. We've been persecuted for 
speaking the truth. Sometimes it has been really hard and frustrat 
ing. I just want to say, and I think the rest of the people here from 
the outside share our feelings, that the strength and power that 
you people have shown us in these meetings has given us a lot of 
strength. We always have to remember the Earth, that we are only 
a small part of the Earth and our power comes from the Earth. 
Whenever the Earth is hurting, the people are hurting. 

We also have to remember that there's no room for hate in our 
lives. The enemy, this thing that we are fighting against, does 
enough hating for the rest of us. So we must always remember 
that we do these things out of love for the people, and I think I can 
say for the rest of the people here that our hearts and our minds 
are one with you in this struggle. 

How I Wish 

:1 

How I wish, 
I could keep the image of the beauty 
of W ollaston Lake, 
pure land, air and lakes. 

How long can I keep Wollaston Lake pure 
before uranium mining destroys the purity 
of land, animals and lakes? 

What a shame! 
How could anybody in their right mind 
destroy a beauty such as Wollaston Lake? 

- Sophie Denedchezhe (Wollaston) 

Sophie Denedchezhe and her son. 
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At W ollaston: 
Does The CBC Have No Common Sense? 
Young Adam stayed behind to watch TV 
and avoid the long meeting 
and I stayed behind because I had an infected toe. 
Good reasons. 

"Is that a fish spear," I ask, "How does it work?" 
He thrust the spear at a wooden rail 
and steel trap jaws snapped over the imaginary pickerel. 

We stood while we watched TV - 
CBC Northern Service from Newfoundland. 
Has the CBC no common sense? 
Weather forecast: rain, fog and drizzle, 
rain, fog and drizzle, rain, fog and drizzle. 
"Look at the good side," said the announcer, 
"Ottawa just put a tax on sun tan lotion." 
Adam glances at me, "What is sun tan lotion?" 

Adam is about 14 I think, just my daughter's age. 
Adam is dark as shoe leather. 
His muscular arms brandish his spear. 
Dark hair held by a band. Black leather vest, Levis. 
He lights a cigarette. I am grateful he does not offer me one. 

"Oh, I've seen this picture!" he shouts, 
"That guy gets shot in the neck, you'll see." 
The enemy circles around the miners. 
On TV the miners are on our side, the good guys. 
The shooting intensifies .. 
Yes, he gets shot in the neck. 
"Here comes the cavalry!" Adam shouts. 
The miners are safe. The enemy is gone, 
cowards all against a determined minority. 
This time the enemy is the Mexicans. 
I breathe another sigh of relief. They could have been Indians. 
The power goes off. I am grateful. 
Does the CBC have no common sense? 

- Jack Ross (Cooper Creek, B.C.). The poem expresses his 
experience in the Wollaston medical clinic while the June 11 th 
meetings were taking place. 
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Waiting for the boat to the campground. 

June 13, 1985: 
The community meetings in Wollaston concluded. About 150 

people moved from the community across the lake to camp at 
the Umperville River campground. An evening feast was held by 
supporters in honor of the Dene, followed by a traditional round 
dance outside the elders' tepee. The first ever pre-dawn, multi 
cultural, non-violence workshop was held, complete with Dene/ 
English translation. 
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At the Umperville River campground. 
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People living far from each other had the opportunity to share 
experiences. 
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Everyone gathered early in the morning in the drizzling rain for 
the final meeting before the blockade. 

. The Blockade, 
June 14-17, 1985 

June 14, 1985: 
Chief Hector Kkailther at the Umperville River Campground, 
just before going to the mine gate, June 14, 1985: 

I tried my best to get the government and the mining companies 
to discuss how it will effect the people for years to come. I tried my 
best to have a meeting with the people involved in uranium mining, 
and the people looking after it, running it, the Ministers. It seems 
like those people are only looking out for the money. That's their 
main concern. You people from the south came a long way to 
support this gathering. We can all work as a group and become 
one strong group, depending on one another. You know how the 
governments are, it's just like one day for them. We have to keep 
on bothering them all the time, coming back, what we started, we 
have to keep on doing all the time, no matter if we're alone or 
whatever. We have to keep on bugging them until they close the 
mine. That's what we're after. 
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Chief Hector Kkai/ther speaks to the group. 

These governments and the people who are owning the mine in 
the first place they should have settled with the people and dis 
cussed things over and talked about how it should be run but they 
never did that. They went on their own without letting the people 
know. But they make money out of our land. They make thousands 
and thousands of dollars out of our land. They damage the lake, 
the land, everything, animals, fish. We're left behind with nothing. 
All the money they make, they go back some place with it and 
we're left here behind with nothing. That's why we're gathered 
here today on that concern. It's not too late if we fight back. The 
land is still beautiful. Look around. So let's keep it that way. Let's 
fight them with our own two feet. With strong hearts and minds we 
can work together. They're human beings, they eat same as us, 
they got brains same as us. They breath the same air. So no 
matter what, let us all work together and stop that uranium mine. 
No matter what let's all work together, make a strong group. If we 
keep on bugging them and hopefully they will close the mine so 
the land can still be beautiful for years to come. 
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On the way to the mine gate from the Umpervllle River camp 
ground. 

Arriving at the mine gate. 

At 11 in the morning a caravan of vehicles moved to the mine 
gate. When the cars, trucks and vans holding about 150 people 
arrived the gate was closed. Eldorado security vehicles were 
parked a few hundred yards inside. Aftera short time a group of 
four Dene elders and an interpreter walked around the fence and 
up to the Eldorado staff. The elders requested a meeting with the 
mine management. The request was refused. 

Chief Kkailther then phoned Saskatoon to request a meeting 
with mine manager Mike Babcock, who finally agreed but would 
not set a date or place. 
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Elders on their way to speak to Eldorado security. 

-- 

Blockaders speaking with CB.C La Rong'e reporter Ray Fox (cen 
ter, wearing headband). 
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Wollaston Elder Bart Dzeylion being interviewed by CBC Saska 
toon reporter Dorothea Funk. 
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Watching and waiting. 

Chief Hector Kkailther, Mine Gate, June 14, 1985: 
I'm gonna phone that Babcock, he's the manager in Saskatoon 

and try to get him today to come to this blockade. I want a straight 
answer to what he thinks and also we want to tell him what we 
think. So I told these guys I'm gonna phone him after lunch and so 
I'll try to get him here today somehow. I want him to come, that's 
the first step. 
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The Rabbit Lake pit and mill buildings ill the background. 
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All eyes were on the RCMP when they went to speak to mine 

The two local Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) Offi 
cers, Ross Reynolds and Doug Hardy, arrived at the blockade 
and were invited to speak to the people. They refused, claiming 
they were impartial. However, Officer Hardy took many photos 
of the blockaders while conspicuously ignoring Eldorado secur- 
ity. . 

Chief Hector Kkailther (HK), Stephanie Sydiaha, and RCMP 
Officer Reynolds, at the mine gate, June 14, 1985: 

RCMP: If you want I can act as an intermediary and pass the 
message on 'cause I don't know if the mine itself is in contact with 
Mr. Babcock at this time but I'm sure he will be calling. 
HK: OK, just tell him to phone me right away. 
RCMP: I'll pass on the message. 
HK: I tried to get him to talk to these people. 
RCMP: We're not disputing your right to be here. It's just that we 
would like you to remain on this side of the fence. 
HK: This side of the fence, that's one thing too. 
RCMP: Present legislation that we are bound to enforce says that 
that is lawfully leased land and it is under control of Eldorado 
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officials . . . . .. and then left. 

personnel. Now until such time as that dispute is settled, I think it 
would be better off for everybody if they just remained calm and 
remained on their respective grounds where they know they're not 
going to get into any problems. 
HK: But the one question I got is they should have told those 
people here. What about them coming here in the first place? We 
got our rights. 
RCMP: There's no-one disputing that you may have claims to the 
land, Hector, but as the present treaty stands, they are lawfully 
mining this property and under the authorization of the federal 
government. 
HK: (Heavy sigh.) 
RCMP: And until such time as that's changed there's nothing 
going to happen here. 
HK: They should explain to the Band in the first step, before. 
RCMP: There's a lot of things that should have been done. 
HK: That's what I told them. 
RCMP: But the thing is, the fact is that at the present time they 
are there legally and until such time as the legislation or the legis 
lators see fit to discontinue this type of industry, all industries, then 
we can all go and live in the bush because nobody's going to have 
any money. 
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Riot shotgun in the RCMP vehicle, placed between the driver and 
passenger seat. 

Stephanie Sydiaha: Maybe this is an attempt to change the legis 
lation. 
RCMP: Through lawful means I have no objection. 
Stephanie Sydiaha: They've been trying to change the legislation 
through lawful means. Right? 
HK: Right! 
RCMP: I haven't seen any real problems in other provinces with 
settlement of land claims and involvement of the native people. 
Now if there's a particular problem in this province I don't know. 
But land claims have been settled legally in other parts of Canada 
and I fervently hope it can be done here so that we can stop all 
this. Because I have, personally, other things that I have to do. But 
the thing is nothing's going to change until the law changes. And 
we are here to enforce the law as it presently stands. And we hold 
nothing personal against any of you people, or the mine. 
HK: Or the mine, yeah, well, we'll see what happens. 
RCMP: All right I'll pass the message on to the supervisor. 
HK: All we want is a meeting with Babcock. He got no problem to 
come up here. I know he can fly his jet up here. To our Indian 
people it looks like he doesn't want to look at us. All we want is our 
land back. 
RCMP: I can't speak for Mr. Babcock just the same as I don't 
speak for you. 
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In front of the mine gate. 

205 



Wollaston Elder Abel Denedchezhe cooking a fish over a campfire 
on the road. 

The road was turned into a place for celebration and living. It 
was a heart-warming sight. A cooking fire was placed in the 
middle of the road where caribou meat and lake trout were pre 
pared. Large stones were pushed in front of the gate and used as 
comfortable stools. People sat calmly as if there wasn't a worry. 
The vast majority of blockaders were Chipewyan residents of 

Wollaston Lake. Supporters came from the northern Dene and 
Cree communities of Lac Brochet, Black Lake, Pinehouse, 
Southend, La Ronge and Ile a la Crosse; and from southern 
Canadian communities in BC, Alberta, Ontario and Quebec. 
In the evening elders stood around the fire and sang ancient 

songs while beating a caribou-skin hand drum. At the same time 
young and old people participated in a traditional round dance 
- with the elders in the centre. On the side of the road about 25 
tents were pitched. 
In sharp contrast to this peaceful scene was the ever-present 

dull roar of mine machinery and the vigilant Eldorado mine 
security personnel. But the sound of the drum and the singing 
carried well into the Eldorado camp. Workers who wanted to go 
to the gate were told they would lose their jobs if they did. Some 
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Sarazine Josie and tents on the side of the road near the mine gate . 

.I 
of the mining company staff appeared to be anticipating a barr 
age of flaming arrows over the gate at any moment. 

Meanwhile a support vigil took place at the Eldorado Nuclear 
building in Toronto. It started at 8 in the morning and lasted 18 
hours. The protest included street theatre and a slide-show using 
the side of the building as a screen. A small protest also took 
place at the Canadian Embassy in Dublin, Ireland. 
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From right to left: Adele Ratt, Jake Badger, and Stephanie 
Sydiaha. 

Protesting outside the Canadian Embassy June 14, 1985 in Dub 
lin, Ireland. Right to left: Rosemarie Rowley and Tom Kenny. 
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Letter From An Indian In Prison 

I 
-I 

I cannot say "I". 
The person who is writing this 
Is not me, but 
An adjunct of the State, 
My private prison officer. 
I am sending this out to you 
From the tyranny 
Of petty officialdom 
In this tired officialese 
Hoping you-who-is-in-me 
Will see the spirit 
Cowering behind the blowtorch 
Like an extinguished candle 
On which an ember glows 
You are the audience 
Who will put that ember 
In your mouth 
To cleanse yourself, and I 
Am one who can speak to you 
Out of suffering. 

My vision has robbed my mouth 
My taste is of stale dry bread 
But I do not hunger 
For the white man's feast 
But call it famine 
I do not long 
To share your tap 
Of spring water and call it truth 
Only to find 
A metallic taste 
Where you have poisoned our inheritance 
Our lands are robbed 
Our children full of disease 
Our animals wasted 
A cup that cheers 
Would need a brighter day 
A day that calls us together 
Is what I long for 
In writing to you. 

- Rosemarie Rowley, Dublin, Ireland, 1985 
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HONOUR MOTHER EARTH 
Stop the Cycle Where it1s Sound ••• 

Leave Uranium in the Ground! 

VIGIL AND STREET THEATRE 
In Solidarity with the 

Wollaston Lake Anti-Uranium Rolling Blockade 

FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 1985 
Outside offices of Eldorado Nuclear Ltd. 

100 University Avenue, at King 

Vigil: 8:00 a.m. to midnight 

Street Theatre and Speakers: 8:00 a.m., 12 noon, 
and 6:00 p.m. Slide show: 9:30 p.m. 

For more information, call 964~0169 or 537-0438 

SPONSORS: 
Native Education Society of Toronto 
Canadian Alliance in Solidarity with Native Peoples 
Alliance for Non-Violent Action 
Campaign for a Nuclear-Free Ontario 
Toronto Nuclear Awareness 

210 



Poster advertising June 14 solidarity events 
Telegram of support (above). 

in Toronto (at left). 
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RCMP Officer Doug Hardy confiscating a can of spray paint. 

June 15, 1985: 
The RCMP, armed with hand guns and a camera, wandered 

freely back and forth from their vehicle through the blockade 
camp to the Eldorado security. Officer Hardy, with Officer Rey 
nolds backing him up at a comfortable distance, confiscated a 

212 



.j 

Smoking caribou meat at the blockade camp. 

can of spray paint near the mine gate. In a few moments the 
police were surrounded by blockaders and a tense exchange of 
words took place before the RCMP entered the mine area. 

At the meeting which followed, the elders resolved that the 
RCMP be requested to leave their weapons and camera in the 
police vehicle and be escorted by an elder when passing through 
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A line of blockaders. 

the camp. The officers soon returned, but when an elder politely 
requested Officer Reynolds' cooperation, he looked nervously 
about at the crowd, shrugged his shoulders and said, "We'll 
come and go as we please." 
The officers returned to their vehicle, followed by almost 

everyone in camp. A line of people stood about 15 metres away 
waiting for them to drive off Police Officer Hardy took the 
opportunity to take some group photos. A group of blockaders 
responded by singing the American Indian Movement (AIM) 
honor song, using the hood of a nearby truck for a drum. A silent 
line of people stood with fists raised skyward while Officer 
Hardy's camera clicked away. 

After the RCMP left, the blockade was physically bolstered by 
the creation of a southern 'security gate' about 100 meters south 
of the Eldorado gate. It was made by putting boulders and trees 
across the road, leaving only a small space for slow moving 
vehicles to pass. The gate served to keep guns, alcohol and drugs 
out of the blockade area. 
There was much activity in camp with people still arriving. 

News arrived that trucks bound for the mine were being held 
back at La Ronge by the RCMP. 
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The RCMP photographing the line of blockaders. Below, a block 
ader takes a picture of the RCMP. 

Meeting of an affinity group, sometimes called the "infinity 
group." 
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Carrying a rock to put in front of the mine gate. 
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The road in front of the mine gate. 

The blockade outhouse. 
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Mary Ann Kkailther in the centre. 

Mary Ann Kkailther (MK) interviewed at the mine gate June 15, 
1985 by Dorthea Funk, CBC Regina: 

CBC: I'm speaking with Mary Ann KKailther and she's with the 
Wollaston Lake Indian Band and the wife of the Chief. You've had 
this protest going now for a day and a half. How do you feel after 
this length of time and about the camp that you've set up? 
MK: So far this thing is going good and a lot of people from 
Wollaston are coming and almost everybody's here from Wollas 
ton. 
CBC: Now what's happened is that during the time you've been 
here it appears that no trucks have gone through. What do you 
think that's meant for the mine? 
MK: I don't know. Maybe they're just trying to see what happens 
if the trucks don't come through. They probably think we might 
leave or something like that. 
CBC: Will you? 
MK: No! We'll be here waiting for them. 
CBC: Have you any idea when the trucks might come through? 
MK:No. 
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Singing and using the hood of the car as a drum. 

CBC: But you're going to stay here, you've set up camp and 
you're staying here, is that right? 
MK: Yes. 
CBC: What would end the blockade for you? On what basis or 
under what conditions would you end the blockade? 
MK: I think if the Premier and those people at the mine, the bos 
ses should meet with the Chief and they should discuss how they 
should stop uranium mining. 
CBC: That's what you want, a stop to uranium mining? 
MK: Yes. 
CBC: How many people do you think are here from Wollaston? 
MK: It's hard to say. We went back yesterday and all we could 
see was just some kids at home. Most of the parents and the 
teenagers are here and if people are back home, they're mostly 
baby sitters. · 
CBC: I understand you've got tents here and you've even got an 
outhouse set up so it looks like you've really organized yourselves. 
One thing I've noticed is that you've set up a gate at the entrance 
to your camp. What's the reason for that? 
MK: It's just to have safety for the people here and to make sure 
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Cooking fish on the road. 

nobody comes into lhe camp with drugs or guns and things like 
that. 
CBC: What do you mean for the safety of the people? Who might 
bother the people? 
MK: It's hard to say. You don't know what those people are up to. 
CBC: Who do you mean by "those people?" 
MK: From the mine and maybe the RCMP. 
CBC: Now you've been here for more than a day and a half. Do 
you think that's been long enough to maybe stop production at the 
mill? Or is it hard to say? 
MK: It's hard to say. 
CBC: How do you feel about the fact that the trucks have stayed 
away for a day and a half? Has that ever happened before to your 
knowledge? 
MK: Not that I know of. 
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The King of England once told the Indian people that if ever they 
were in distress to hang the flag upside down and he would come 
to their aid. 
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Looking south at the security gate placed about 100 meters south 
of the Eldorado gate. RCMP Officer Reynolds, in plain cloths on 
the far right, is speaking with CBC reporter Dorothea Funk who 
is only partly visible. 

June 16, 1985: 
The mood changed dramatically. The RCMP arrived in plain 

clothes with no guns from inside the mine site. They had flown 
across the lake from W ollaston and landed inside the mine area. 
A short, private meeting was held with Chief Kkailther and a 
small group of elders. 

Chief Kkailther announced that Babcock agreed to a meeting 
at 4 in the afternoon Monday, June 17th, place undecided. Soon 
afterwards the RCMP announced there would be no traffic in or 
out of the mine site until after the meeting. It looked as though 
the peoples' views would finally be heard. The stress of dealing 
with arrest was temporarily relieved. More and more people con 
tinued to arrive. 
The following statements are from June 16th. 
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Chief Hector Kkailther giving news to a group of blockaders. 

Chief Hector Kkailther: 
At about 4 tomorrow I'm meeting Mr. Babcock, the Manager 

from Eldor. So it looks like we're going to meet him tomorrow 
sometime. Before that I'll try to get contact with the other Chiefs 
and also the southern Chief and explain why we're gathering here 
and that we want to know what they think too. For me personally, 
I don't want anyone to get hurt at this blockade. And it seems like 
there will be no trucks anyway until after we meet with the Man 
ager tomorrow. Besides that we want the meeting right here at the 
gate here or inside at the mine. What I'll do is phone around this 
afternoon and try to get other Chiefs involved in what's gonna be. 
Then we'll start from there. 

When I have meetings with people like the Ministers and all 
those people we have had meetings with I keep on telling them, 
"You white people, you came to our land, this is our land, we can't 
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The main cooking fire at the blockade. 
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always follow what you say. You have to come to our side and 
listen to us, not us listening to you, you have to listen to us." I keep 
on telling them through the meetings. For the meeting tomorrow 
we have to make sure everything is together because the white 
man can change things around. All the elders get together and 
discuss this over. They have a lot of ways to look at things. 

Today most of the people understand what is going on. But 
when the first treaty came up, if all those people knew what was 
going to happen a lot of things would have been changed and a lot 
of things of the white people would have been refused, like taking 
the land away and pushing us away. 

It would be good if all the elders get together and discuss this 
over. We don't know how long we're going to stay here. We can't 
play around with the food that we have because there won't be 
enough for everybody. We have to watch among ourselves. Watch 
everything around us. I hope things turn out good with the meet 
ings. Whatever the elders say, they can't always have the white 
man's way. They have to come to us to discuss things over. Most 
people have families across. You have to take care on both sides, 
that's your responsibility. That's the kind of stuff we have to look 
out for. 

We're all gathered here in a big concern. All the elders have to 
get together and discuss this over to be prepared for tomorrow. If 

224 



tomorrow doesn't work out, we can always come back. When the 
next time comes, we now what the white man did and we can 
learn from that. 

We don't know what's gonna happen tomorrow. This is not the 
only time, we can't quit now that we're started. We have to come 
to something that's gonna be good for the future. 

Elder Leo Medal (Black Lake): 
Sure we have lots of wonderful things right now, but when I was 

a young man we had to make our own gunpowder. There wasn't 
much around. 

Before the Chief never used to have to talk to any outsiders, just 
his people. But now today you have to talk to some people - big 
boss, governments. In the olden days it wasn't like that, you had 
to live off the land. 

When the native people get hired they get the labor jobs. They 
get the dirtiest jobs they can find and they don't get much money. 

We cannot give up now since we've come this far. This block 
ade, we cannot give up now. Some of us have jobs and business 
to do, but we can always come back. We can't give up right now 
and say it's hopeless. We have to keep on coming back. You 
never know, we go back and bring back a larger group. 

The government, the guys with all the power, they are hard 
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headed, they can't take up the Indian ways. They got rich with our 
land, but where did they put the money for us. They only give us 
so little that we have to fight among ourselves. The government 
can't agree with the native people. 

We Dene people we have our history and we always struggle to 
survive, but we have enough courage and strength and hope. To 
this day we still have the courage in each one of us to fight for 
what's right. I hope the creator helps us all the way to stopping 
this uranium mine. 

All you young people, what you learn from the ways we're living 
now, don't give up. If you give up, we have nowhere to go, no 
where to turn, so you're the ones who have to keep on struggling. 

Adele Ratt (La Rouge): 
Alchohol is the first thing that they always come into our com 

munities with and we have to understand that. They use it against 
us. They brought it in and introduced it to our people and they're 
still usinq it to this day. We have to understand that it's part of the 
war that is being waged against Indian people today all over the 
country. 

We have to remember our history. We have to remember the 
past, and the way they've treated us, and that a treaty is a sacred 

226 



thing to the Indian people. When Indian people made treaties with 
the white people they understood that these treaties were con 
tracts between one nation and another nation. They have broken 
that contract and now I think it's up to Indian people to stand up 
and say, "You broke that contract, now we want something done 
about it." 

It's important for us to know that these things have happened in 
the past and that they still happen today, that they still speak with 
that forked tongue, that they lie to us, and they try to make deals 
with us when we sit down to talk with them. And they always try 
to make us come to them to talk. We have to make them come and 
listen to us. We've listened to them for 500 years and look at the 
mess we're in. 

I'm young and I'm still learning a lot of things. I always try to 
listen to the old people and follow what they say but sometimes 
we young people are really eager because we're just learning and 
beginning to understand what is happening to us. Sometimes we 
want to stand up and fight. We want to do all these things for the 
people but sometimes we don't want to stop and listen to what the 
elders are saying. It's important to do that because the elders have 
lived longer than we have. 

I've been to a lot of gatherings and I see a lot of good things 
happening. It's good that people come together like this and 
speak out. It's important that we do that all the time, not just once 
in a while. It's hard sometimes because I have children, but I see 
myself as a warrior too. In this day and age things are different. In 
the old days the young men were the warriors but these days all 
of us are being attacked so strongly that women have to be war 
riors too. 

Sometimes there is a lot of confusion among the people. Some 
times the warriors are quick to jump up when they see a threat to 
the people, like yesterday when the police came in and took that 
spray paint. Right away the young warriors were there and that 
could have turned into a bad thing and hurt some people. It was 
OK the way it turned out but the police took pictures of people and 
they were watching us through their binoculars and they saw a 
person from Wollaston Lake spraying that sign over there that 
everybody didn't like. And now they could charge that person with 
mischief for doing that. It's good we have warriors, we need them 
but sometimes they need to listen to the elders about when to pull 
back and when to go forward. 

I hope that tomorrow at this meeting something good comes out 
of it and that we won't have to stand up to them anymore, but for 
myself I don't see that happening. I don't trust them because they 
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The hand drum made of caribou skin has been used by the Dene 
people since time immemorial. 

came in here and lied to us to begin with to get what they wanted, 
to get the land. I trust the elders. 

Billy Bouvier (Black Lake): 
I have to share my feelings with the people. I know why I came 

here for this gathering, because we have to save our land for the 
people in the future. I've been working with the National Native 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Program throughout the northern Bands 
since 1983. 

It's really important to be here with the people. I know there are 
people crying, crying out loud for help. I heard about this blockade 
in a letter from the Wollaston Band and I phoned for information 
and told them I want to come here to support the native people. I 
came down here and I plan to stay. But it's hard for me because 
I have to look after my kids and I have to look after the people in 
the north. I've been working for Wollaston for 2 years on the 
problem of alcohol and drugs. I know there's a problem because I 
went through it. 

I believe in religion, spiritualism - the sweat and round dance. 
We have to continue and live with those things. And also God 
gave us minds to think of good things, not the bad things. He gave 
us eyes to look upon the land and look at the good things, not 
uranium mining. And God gave us a mouth to talk about good 
things. We're talking about the land here, not about the Rabbit 
Lake mine, we're fighting against it. 
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I've been travelling all over the place and across Canada where 
native people gather. I learn from them. Yesterday I went back to 
Black Lake and I have to pay my way back here to the meeting. 
The plane cost a lot of money but I don't care about that. The 
native people give me my life back. 

I've been sober for 4 years and my mind is clear to think about 
good things not about bad things. I got into a lot of accidents 
before. I got alcohol out of my mouth - I don't want that in my 
mouth again. At this gathering we try to solve the problem. That's 
all I have to say. 

Elder Louis Benonie (Wollaston): 
There's been lots of meetings. They've always said stop the 

uranium mine, but they refused to listen, so we have to do this 
today. We can't always let the white man tell us what to do. All 
people from Wollaston want to stop the mine. 

Jake Badger (Mistawasis): 
The way I've learned in my teachings and understanding·is that 

the land does not belong to any individual to claim. The land is a 
gift to us to take care of and protect. The land belongs to all 
people and when there is something threatening the land, like the 
way it is being raped up here, it should be a concern to all because 
it concerns all, not only the people from around here; because all 
over the world the uranium is effecting the land. 

The yellowcake is trucked right through Saskatoon and send it 
to Port Hope, Ontario, down into the United States and overseas 
to make bombs. It's effecting the whole world. People died in 
Australia because of bomb testing. In the South Pacific, islands 
don't exist anymore, like what they call the Bikini Atoll. It was 
blown up and there is a big whole in the middle. A bathing suit was 
named after it. 

A group of us just finished a walk across Canada. We stopped 
at Indian reserves and prisons, wherever we could have gatherings 
with the people. We listened to their concerns, the issues that 
were effecting them in their communities, the harm that was being 
done to them and the conditions that we are forced to live under. 
In Grassy Narrows, Ontario the peoples' whole water system has 
been poisoned by mercury. They can't eat the fish. There's even 
cases of children being deformed. 

People are suffering from radiation sickness in places like Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota and Navajo reservations due to huge piles of 
radioactive mine tailings. The nuclear war process begins on In 
dian land. Presently 14,000 Hopi and Dine, as the Navajo are truly 
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called, are being forcibly relocated from their ancestral homeland 
in the Big Mountain area of northeastern Arizona. Many say they 
will have to be killed before they will be removed. Some speak no 
english and never have been off the reservation in their lives. It is 
a barren, dry land. No white man wanted it until coal, oil, and 
uranium was discovered there. Multinational corporations and the 
U.S. government want the resources that lie in the sacred grounds 
of Big Mountain. 

I understand that when they first built this mine they did not 
consult the people in this area, yet they say you have to wait to 
talk to their boss. How many more years do we have to wait to talk 
to their big bosses? 

It's good that this is happening because every day those trucks 
aren't running it's costing them money and money is their God. 

All across Canada there's people that are struggling. On the 
west coast, mountains are being stripped of their logs. In Alberta 
there's the oil fields. Here, there's the mining ventures. There's 
people that are struggling, standing up and resisting and the more 
we resist the stronger all the struggles are because it is the same 
struggle. Together I know we can be strong. 

Rico (Toronto): 
Where I just came from in Ontario five of the largest lakes in the 

world have been polluted and in northern Ontario many of he lakes 
are irreversibly dying from acid rain. The government is dragging 
their feet from election to election making promises that they 
would clean up the lakes. There have even been talks between the 
United States and Canada to get together and clean up the lakes. 
They've been doing that for the past ten years. 

Pierre Alphonse (Black Lake): 
We're not blocking the road to a uranium mine, we're blocking 

the destruction of the whole planet. 

Rico holding Angus Kkailther. 
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Identity 
The late meeting is over. 
Exhausted, tense, anguished, 
I am poised between rest, 
nourishment and companionship. 
I drift to the cookfire in search of food. 
Rico is teaching my friends his Yoruba songs 
- percussion, leader, chorus. 
His deep bass soars. We follow. 
I join the rythyms with a lid and spoon. 
"Don't worry about a thing, 
Everything is going to be alright." 
I glance north at the guards' vehicles. 
South to the police truck 
and sing louder. 
"Everything is going to be alright." 
I finally say good night. 
I have acquired a Yoruba accent. 
Who am I? 

My mind repeats the common sense message, 
go to bed. 
On my path the Chipewyan elders 
are tuning their drums in the fire. 
They begin the heavy syncopation. 
They chant: the anguished wail of a people 
who are dying charges the air 
with a feeling more powerful than I can resist. 
We dance. Always clockwise they tell me. 
Did the elders always know about clocks? 
Will their grandchildren know that 
clocks had hands that turned? 
I fall in behind Abel, 
and try to mimic the studder step 
that seems so easy to his many years. 
Dancers come and go, but the drums continue. 
Are the guards dancing? Do radiating molecules 
dance as they penetrate the vital cells? 
Emma Goldman said, 
"If I can't dance I don't want to join your revolution." 
As the sun rises I finally stagger to my damp, cold bed. 
My mind echoes the wail of the chant, 
and my chattering teeth keep time 
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to the memory of the beat 
I still dance. I chant Chipewyan. 
Who am I? 

I give up on the cold blankets 
and fall into a fitful sleep in the car. 
My young Black Lake Indian friend Joe soon wakes me 
with his impish grin. 
Hey you awake yet? Can I sit in your car? 
Can I hear Beethoven? 
Who is Beethoven? 
Who am I? 

- Jack Ross (Cooper Creek, B.C.) June 21, 1985. 
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Gerry Paschen at Mickey's Camp (130 km north of La Range), 
His car was damaged from a collision with a deer. 

A Blockader's Journal, June 12-17 
By Gerry Paschen 

Gerry and Sid Paschen from Edmonton, Alberta attended the 
gathering and blockade. Following are excerpts from Gerry's 
journal.5 

When we arrived at the Umperville campground on June 12, 
1985 we were surprised at not finding the large group we expec 
ted. While my son Sid and I unpacked our car and set up camp, 
Allen Quandt came over and joined our camp fire. He told us 
that all of the volunteers for the survival gathering had been 
invited to the Wollaston Lake Indian Reserve. 

Allan Quandt is a highly motivated individual and deeply 
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dedicated to the cause of stopping the arms race. He told us that 
he once skiied all the way from his home in La Ronge to the 
Primrose Air force Base on the Saskatchewan-Alberta border in 
protest against the cruise missile testing. I then told him my 
account of a demonstration in Edmonton against the cruise mis 
sile. We sat around the camp fire half the night exchanging ideas. 

While we were relaxing around the peaceful campsite the vol 
unteers were socializing, dancing and discussing the "big event" 
at the Wollaston Reserve. Allan commented that if the press 
were to arrive at the campsite at that moment, they would con 
clude that the level of interest in the blockade was very low. He 
said that from past experience he had learned that the press 
capitalizes on non-interest to gain momentum against the dem 
onstrators. He said the CBC were the only press who had arrived 
at the camp but warned that their facts regarding the blockade 
might come out somewhat twisted. He said, "Don't judge low 
attendance as a failure in a proposed project like the blockade 
but pay attention to the positive things that are going on in the 
community of Wollaston Lake." Never before had this Indian 
Band invited 30 people from outside to visit their reservation. 
Early the next morning, June 13, Allan left camp. 
That afternoon an RCMP van pulled into the camp and 

several members of our party spoke with the two Officers. One 
Officer asked me if we were planning to take any weapons to the 
blockade. "No," I said, "only mosquitoes." He grinned at me 
and replied, "That is sufficient." He and his partner then left the 
campground. 

Shortly after, boat loads of people started arriving from Woll 
aston Lake. A large kitchen was set up at the camp, and in the 
evening we had quite a feast of fish, potatoes, venison and veg 
etables. We then finished making a rope of four strands to hold 
the top of the tepee poles together. A fire was started and some 
drumming began, prompting several of the campers to stay up 
and dance all night. It was 2:30 in the morning and daylight was 
already breaking when Sid and I went to bed. 

As it turned out, I stayed at the campground to keep an eye on 
things when everyone made the trip north to the mine gate. At 
one point during the day an American fisherman came by and 
gave us 35, fifty centimeter-long fish, weighing an average of four 
kilos each. I immediately gutted and cleaned the fish and then 
later put 10 on the fire to cook for those at the blockade. By early 
afternoon the first few people returned to the camp and reported 
that the blockade was working. 

I went to the mine gate to deliver the cooked fish. What a 
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fantastic sight it was! A picnic table was in the centre of the road 
in front of the steel gate and there were several fires going, giving 
off clouds of smoke to keep the mosquitoes away. It was a very 
happy crowd gathered at the gate, eating, visiting, singing and 
playing. They were spread out east and west of the road and 
several of the children were playing frisbee. Later in the day tents 
were put up for those who would spend the night at the blockade. 

I returned to the campground. Back there a new opportunity 
presented itself. I was invited by Mr. St. Pierre to travel in his 
boat across the lake to the Wollaston Lake Reserve. His boat was 
a flat-bottomed, 8 meter skiff with twin outboard motors. I 
quickly grabbed my bed roll, a wind breaker, and a few other 
essentials, and boarded the boat. 

A strong, cold wind was blowing as we made our way east 
across the lake. The lake was very choppy and there were still 
chunks of ice floating in it. I appreciated Mr. St. Pierre's skills as 
a captain. Finally we observed some houses on the horizon. 
The sun was setting as we pulled up on the 'shore. We were 

blue in the face as we made our way up the rocky beach to Mr. 
St. Pierre's house. I could hear the sounds of his sled dogs bark 
ing and could see his children through the large living room 
window. The oil burner was on and I welcomed the warmth it 
gave off. Their home was simple but very clean and comfortably 
furnished. There was a television set, a cassette player and a 
radio-telephone. There was a rug on the floor in the living room 
and a very simple couch. One electric socket provided light and 
a hot plate served for cooking requirements. Water for drinking, 
cooking and bathing was available at the community pump 
house. The entire St. Pierre family spoke in their native language 
which was very interesting to listen to. 

Later that evening Darren, a 16 year old friend of the family's, 
came to the house and we set out on foot to see the town. Our 
short hike took us past the RCMP office, several homes, a dock 
and the airport. We also observed a diesel electricity generating 
plant and the local general store which had gasoline pumps. The 
price of a litre of regular gasoline was 62 cents. Before leaving 
Edmonton, we had filled up our tank at 36.5 cents per litre. 
When we returned to the St. Pierre's home we found that the 

light and television were still on. The house was serving as a 
meeting place for those interested in the blockade and everyone 
there was happy and talkative. I was given a bed to sleep in. I 
very much appreciated this gesture as I knew that at least eight 
or nine people slept elsewhere in the small house. . 

Early the next morning I boated to the local general store with 
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Mr. St. Pierre's son. It contained a very wide selection of inven 
tory, including food, clothing, hardware and tools as well as mer 
chandise related to trapping, which I found very interesting 
indeed. After finishing breakfast at the St. Pierre's I repaired the 
front steps of their home and then accompanied Mr. St. Pierre to 
look at his fishing nets. We went southwest on the lake several 
kilometers from his house. There we found a lot offish in his 7.5 
centimeter mesh nets. He uses the fish to feed his family as well 
as his sled dogs. 

By the time we returned to the house several neighbors had 
arrived. They were interested in attending the blockade and con 
sequently we loaded up the boat and were gone from the reserve 
before lunch. The crossing was quite uneventful but we noticed 
several thin rain clouds on the horizon. We were watching their 
steady movement northwest across the lake when we saw a large 
cloud of pollution enter the atmosphere. My friends explained to 
me that the pollution was caused by the uranium mining 
activity. 

When we arrived at the dock near the campground we were 
astonished to find 16 boats anchored there. Natives from several 
other communities had arrived to lend their support to the 
blockade. By that time a regular shuttle service had been estab 
lished between the campsite and the blockade. 

It was raining by the time we reached the blockade. What a 
transformation had taken place! A field kitchen had been set up 
and there were toilets and many tents. Several loads of food had 
arrived and an endless chain of vehicles stretched along the road 
from the mine gate. 

One of the men at the demonstration had a pair of binoculars, 
which we used to observe the activity on the other side of the 
fence. We saw a 1/2 ton truck with a coffee machine set up on its 
tailgate. There were several officials from the mine with binocu 
lars who were watching us watching them. We were about 200 
meters apart. All of the men were about 50 years old, and each 
one wore a concerned look on his face and a white hard-hat on 
his head. 
The next day, June 16, Sid and I started the long drive south. 

When we arrived in La Ronge the following morning at 8 
o'clock, we spotted two RCMP paddy-wagons heading north to 
the demonstration. We called the Lac La Hache Band office to 
warn them. Next we stopped in at the La Ronge newspaper, The 
Northerner, where I was interviewed by the publisher and editor, 
and an article appeared on the front page in the next issue, June 
19th. Then, we headed home to Edmonton. 
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Discussing the RCMP ultimatum. 

June 17, 1985: 
The mood changed again, this time for the worse. The RCMP 

gave the word that Babcock would not meet until after the block 
ade was lifted, and the place would be either the mine site or 
Eldorado headquarters in Saskatoon. Only a small delegation of 
Dene Chiefs and elders would be permitted to attend. And to top 
it off, the RCMP said, "The trucks will get through," and that 
people would be arrested if they did not move off the road. 

It was later leaked by an Eldorado _employee that Babcock had 
been willing to meet with everyone at the mine gate but that the 
RCMP had intervened, perhaps with orders from Ottawa. A con 
frontation was being forced. It was time to make a decision. 

In Saskatoon about 35 people held a short support demonstra 
tion in front of the Eldorado office. And in Ottawa, Bill Blaikie, 
MP, spoke out in the House of Commons against uranium min 
ing and in support of the blockade. Part of his statement follows, 
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Two RCMP Officers watched as the final decision was being 
made to leave or stay. 

reprinted from the official House of Commons Debates report. 
Early in the afternoon the Wollaston people and supporters sat 

in a circle amongst the trees and held council. Meanwhile, 
unknown to the blockaders, a convoy of trucks had left La Ronge 
and was on its way to the mine. After a few hours discussion, 
with the RCMP looking on, the decision was made to lift the 
blockade pending the outcome of the meeting with Eldorado. 

By 7:30 in the evening all the blockaders had left the gate. In 
a couple of easy swipes a large earth moving machine cleared all 
the rocks and trees off the road. An hour and a half later 22 
eighteen-wheeler trucks rolled into the mine site, including some 
SINCO trucks. Never before had such a convoy travelled up the 
long northern road. This disproved claims by industry spokes 
people that the blockade had had no effect on mine operations. 
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CANADA 

Monday,June17,1985 

OFFICIAL REPORT 
(HANSARD) 
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VOLUME 128 NUMBER 126 1st SESSION 33rd PARLIAMENT 

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg-Birds Hill): 
Members will be aware, I hope, that at this very moment, 

and since Friday, there has been a blockade going on at 
Wollaston Lake in northern Saskatchewan having to do with 
the concern of people there about the extent of uranium 
mining going on there and its potential expansion. I support 
that group and I feel for their desperation in trying to get 
someone to listen. I hope the Minister of the Environment will 
do the right thing and initiate an environmental review pro 
cess, which I understand has never really taken place up there, 
either provincially or federally, regarding the new mines being 
planned. I hope she will try to initiate a process whereby the 
people there could be listened to and the effects of these new 
mines on the renewable resources economy of that area, on the 
native community and on the environment in general, could be 
assessed. 

To be honest about my own biases in this area, I say that in 
the context of my opposition to uranium mining anyway. I put 
that opposition on the record when I first came to this place, 
even when there was a NOP Government in power in Sas 
katchewan. My opposition has been consistent throughout, and 
so when I am critical of the provincial Government of the day 
in Saskatchewan for not doing what I think it should do, I 
want no one to think that I am singling out the Progressive 
Conservative Government. I think uranium mining is a mis 
take no matter who is responsible for it and no matter to which 
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Bill Blaikie, Member of Parliament, New Democratic Party. 
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Government the Crown corporation involved is responsible. It 
is one of the most hideous way we have yet developed as a 
white industrial society of trampling on the lives of native 
communities. We do this in the name of the international arms 
race and sell uranium to countries like France so they can blow 
up innocent little islands in the Pacific and continue their 
ecological crimes, sins against the planet which they seem 
determined to commit regardless of the opinion of the interna 
tional community, or anyone else for that matter. 

I think it is high time that Canada got out of the uranium 
mining business altogether and said that we do not want to 
play a part in this. We do not want to be a part of the 
international uranium system which is part and parcel of the 
nuclear arms race. We have often got up in this place and been 
critical about the arms race, yet at the same time we remain 
silent about that aspect, the uranium mining which is taking 
place in northern Saskatchewan. 

In that context I would call on the Minister of Energy, 
Mines and Resources (Miss Carney) to institute the kind of 
public or parliamentary inquiry into the whole nuclear fuel 
cycle which was promised by the Progressive Conservative 
Party in 1979. That promise was in its Throne Speech of 1979, 
but since it came back to power in 1984 we have heard 
absolutely nothing about such an inquiry. I used to have the 
impression that that Party was critical of the nuclear future 
which was imposed on Canada by the Liberals without any 
real consultation with the public and without any real debate 
about the. role that nuclear power should have in our energy 
future. I had some hope that that was one area in which the 
Conservatives might do something I would agree with, but we 
have had complete silence since the election of September, 
1984. When the silence has been broken, there have been 
statements from the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources 
which are, to put it bluntly, quite frightening. The Minister 
has said that the only problem with Candu and the whole 
nuclear power option is a marketing one. That is not a view 
that goes to the root of the more fundamental question of 
whether or not this is an energy option that we ought to be 
pursuing in any event. 
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Wollaston 
Blood red this land now 
Reflected in cores 
Shipped to the lab, analyzed 
How often they need to be told 
It's a strength they can never control 
Blood of the ancients 
Reflected in sorrow 
In faces grown old with this land 
The rich come to take what belongs to no one 
They lay claim with man's white hand 
They lay waste to Indian land 

In northern Saskatchewan, near Wollaston Lake 
Compatriots struggle to stop those who rape 
Arm in arm cross the road they cry out you will not pass 
But twenty-two armed trucks come up the long road 
Three hundred miles don't seem far today 
Brothers and sisters move off of the road 
Let villains and guns have their way 
It seems bullets will always hold sway 
Death rock and guns they kill on the roadside 
In Latin America or Wollaston Lake 
It's an ancient sad story, a fight for gold glory 
The price is our lives and our pain 
How long do we plan to pay 
How much do we plan to pay 

Latin American children and babies 
are thrown in the river and float out to sea 
These are the same children who die by the waters 
poisoned by villains 
in our true north strong and free 
Some may soon die now, mothers and fathers 
partners and lovers, your babies and mine 

They'll come for your babies and mine 
In this fight do you stand by my side 

We too are the core now 
and soon they must know and 
Shake in the wake of our wave 
How long before we all show 
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We're the strength they will never control 
The price they demand is too high 
No more gain from our lives and our pain 

· Their tactics will stale as we witches wail 
We could bring down their night in a day 

Away ghostly shadows they cannot lay claim to 
They'll tremble at our very sight 
We be witches that wail in the light 
We be witches that wail in the light 

Death rock and guns they kill by the roadside 
In Central America or Wollaston Lake 
It's an ancient sad story, a fight for gold glory 
The price is our lives and our pain 
How much do we plan to pay 
How long do we plan to pay 
Just how much do we plan to pay? 

- A song by Penny Rovinsky (Vancouver, B.C.) 
written with guitar music, summer, 1985. 
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The June, 1985 gathering and blockade focused attention on 
the Wollaston region problem, but what about conditions in the 
native communities and influence on the uranium industry? The 
answer is clear. Conditions in the communities are getting worse 
and the uranium industry continues to expand. On the positive 
side, a network of concerned people was formed, both in the 
north and south and between the north and south. 

An outcome of the blockade, before the event even took place, 
was circulation of a number of false rumors in Wollaston. For 
example, people became worried that if the protest continued 
welfare payments would get cut off. Further, there was talk of the 
road having to close if mining stopped. One of the most vicious 
rumors was that the southern protesters were all "Greenpeacers" 
who were against hunting and trapping and particularly against 
the caribou hunt. It was clear where this last rumor originated - 
from Jean Megret, Sol Sanderson·and Eldorado PR men, who 
used it as a divide and conquer tactic. 

As far as welfare payments getting cut off, the government 
would really have a war on their hands if they tried that. The 
controversy would be so great that they could never get away 
with it. However, welfare benefits to Wollaston were being 
slowed down before and after the blockade. Three good examp 
les of this are the slow progress on new housing, and the fact that 
construction of the new school and fire station almost came to a 
halt. New houses were built in Wollaston the summer of 1985, 
but an entirely inadequate number. In the case of the school, the 
plans had been finalized and a site cleared in 1984 and that's 
where it stopped. 
The fire station was almost completed in the winter of 1984- 

85 and a fire truck was expected on the first barge in late May 
1985. In Wollaston preparations were made for the fire truck's 
arrival, including gathering names of people to join the volunteer 
fire brigade. Suddenly, just weeks before the truck's scheduled 
arrival the federal Department of Indian and Northern Affairs 
(DIANO) cancelled the whole program. The reason given was 
that there wasn't enough money. Instead, the barge hauled in 
building supplies for a new RCMP house and office. 

Whether the reason for the slowdown in welfare benefits was 
an inefficient bureaucracy or a conscious attempt to subdue the 
people, the effect was the same: demoralization and the feeling of 
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powerlessness. The limited housing and jobs available are distri 
buted in such a way that people are forced to compete with each 
other. This is an ideal situation for the mining companies 
because instead of protesting, people fight amongst themselves 
and turn against the Chief and Band Councillors for failing. 

The June 20, 1985 Meeting And Press 
Conference 
The sought-after community meeting in Wollaston with Eldo 

rado officials did not take place. Rather, on June 20, 1985, three 
days after the blockade was lifted, there was a private meeting in 
Saskatoon at the Bessborough luxury hotel. Those in attendance 
included the Chief and Council of the Lac La Hache Band, Sol 
Sanderson and others from the Federation of Saskatchewan 
Indian Nations (FSIN); and representatives of Eldorado Nuclear 
Ltd., the provincial and federal governments. Spokespersons 
from anti-uranium groups were specifically excluded. 
The meeting resulted in only a minor variation from the status 

quo. Two committees were formed: a "communications com 
mittee" to increase communication between Wollaston people 
and Eldorado Nuclear Ltd., and an "economic committee" to 
determine how Wollaston people could benefit from mining. No 
"close the mine committee" was created, nor did the economic 
and communications committees achieve their stated objectives. 

A turning point was reached however, in March 1986. At that 
time it was announced that a 36 km, 25,000 volt power line 
would be built to Wollaston from the Rabbit Lake mine. This is 
an extension of a new $50CDN million transmission line from 
existing generating stations near Uranium City to the Rabbit 
Lake mine. The project was made feasible by Eldorado Nuclear 
Ltd. agreeing to use 50 million kilowatt hours of electricity 
annually until 1996. According to the Saskatchewan govern 
ment, the powerline to Wollaston was not in the original plans, 
but was made possible when Eldorado agreed to pay 50% of the 
costs." 
The blockade did not slow expansion of the uranium industry. 

Two main reasons for this failure are the relative powerlessness 
of the Wollaston people, and the pro-uranium mining policy of 
the FSIN. Sol Sanderson, an ex-RCMP Officer and president of 
the FSIN, expressed his pro-nuclear position to the media on 
several occasions. This suited Eldorado Nuclear and the govern 
ment perfectly, but weakened Sol Sanderson's support at the 
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reserve level. 
Sanderson was the dominant speaker at the press conference 

held by the native leaders after the June 20th meeting. He made 
false and outrageous statements in an effort to split the Dene. 
from outside supporters and discredit the support work that had 
been done. Chief Kkailther, participating in his first press confer 
ence, seemed intimidated by Sanderson's brazen paternalism 
and implied economic catastrophe · should the mining stop. 
Sanderson downplayed the importance of the blockade and 
advocated stronger Indian involvement in the uranium industry. 
Following are excerpts transcribed from a tape recording of 

the June 20th press conference. All the enlarged statements were 
made by Sol Sanderson. The next day, June 21, MP Jim Manly, 
Indian Affairs Critic for the New Democratic Party, made an, 
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anti-uranium mining statement in the House of Commons deba 
tes. His statement is reprinted after the transcript. Concluding 
the chapter is a letter from the Saskatchewan Association of 
Northern Local Governments (SANLG), and a statement by 
anti-uranium mining advocate George Smith, Mayor of Pine 
house and Chairman of SANLG. The annual budget of SANLG 
is about $5,000CDN, while that of FSIN is about $20CDN mil 
lion. 

The June 20, 1985 Press Conference 
Sol Sanderson (SS): 

Government representatives and the Chiefs of the Athabasca 
region addressed a number of the specific concerns that the 
Chiefs have in respect to uranium development and northern 
development. We also have with us Milt Burns, District Represen 
tative from Prince Albert District and Chief Roy Bird who is on the 
Chief's planning committee. for the north. 

In the northern development strategy, we're.looking at the uran 
ium strategies in specific terms today and in the previous session. 
We've looked at the forestry development and hydro two weeks 
ago in Saskatoon here with the Athabasca Chiefs and the uranium 
hydro access to the Bands in northern Saskatchewan and to the 
industrial developments in the north. The Chiefs have agreed with 
that approach. 

Just to review with you some of the background in terms of law, 
under the treaties and the constitution, as you know we have con 
tinued right of access to resources both on and off reserves, pro 
tected in the treaties and the constitution. We're going to quickly 
highlight this: the funding to date we're uncertain, but we know 
that between 197 4 and-1982 there was $159 million of federal funds 
spent in northern Saskatchewan, for what we're not sure. But we 
know it did not impact on the reserves and the Bands in any way 
directly for improving conditions, so that's what the Chiefs are 
concerned about. Provincial government expenditures to date, 
industrial expenditures we're not sure of. We want to find all that 
out. From exploitation of resources to date, there are no returns 
and no benefits, except for some employment opportunities, but 
we need much more than that in terms of evidence of returns to 
our people in the north. 

An example of industry and governments, non-Indian govern 
ments co-operating to benefit the people in the communities from 
resource development is the James Bay hydro development. 
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There's the Manitoba Flood Agreement which is a current one and 
a substantial one in the terms of returns to the communities and to 
the people of the reserve and the Bands. There are the plans for 
the Prince Albert District Chiefs that they have in place for looking 
at the developments in terms of uranium and so on. 

The Chiefs have done a major study here on uranium develop 
ment and we can give you copies of the executive summaries of 
the recommendations.7 I met two weeks ago with the Athabasca 
Chiefs. They had a two day session on this economic strategy for 
their areas, and they asked us to get involved and co-ordinate that 
so we can get on with the developments formally. As a result of 
that meeting we have organized a session today. Along with that 
we also addressed some of the concerns that the Chiefs have to 
deal with in terms of the protest in the north, but that was not the 
primary reason for the meetings here. 

The returns from northern development and respect for rights 
are two of the areas we want to focus on. In spite of all the devel 
opments in the north and the money spent, the symptoms are still 
there: poverty, high unemployment, high suicide rates, high infant 
death, alcoholism. In the process we have loss of access to tra 
ditional territories for hunting, fishing and trapping; and if you have 
a look at the Manitoba Agreement and the James Bay Agreement, 
there is respect for continued right of access to those areas. 

"We are going to form an economic 
committee.'' 

What we've agreed on this afternoon in the meetings including 
the one we just concluded with everybody: industry, federal and 
provincial government representatives and ourselves, the Chiefs of 
the Athabasca region and the District Chief of the FSIN, we are 
going to form an economic committee. The terms of reference of 
the committee will be struck, broad terms of reference that include 
the objectives impacting on the reserves, Band developments, 
and federal and provincial government and industrial development 
objectives. The more specific work plan will be focusing on the 
reserve and Band and Indian development as it applies to 
resources and lands and waters both on and off reserves; mill 
impact on the water quality in terms of potable water and access 
to quality water. We'll also deal with the resources needed to pro 
vide improved conditions on community infrastructure for sewer 
and water systems, roads, electriflcation, and different areas like 
that. The strategy will include looking at wildlife resource policy. In 
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SINCO (Saskatchewan Indian 
Nations Corporation) is owned 
by the FSIN. SINCO Security 
guards the Cluff and Key Lake 
mines. 

the Manitoba Agreement the residents have first right of access to 
all resources in areas of wildlife and so on, and it leaves to the 
provincial government to exclude non-residents and people from 
outside the area coming in and accessing those resources. Where 
there is industry moving in to a trapline area, that land has to be 
accessible elsewhere and money has to be affordable for trapline 
developneent and so on. 

Concerning environmental impact policy, we want to know what 
the impact both immediate and long range impact of what uranium 
development's going to be, and we're going to get involved in 
setting some standards. I pointed out to both industry and govern 
ment officials today that in my travels to different parts of the 
world, I have seen non-Indians go to great lengths to build 16 and 
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14 retainer walls to protect themselves from each other. What 
we're saying is that if waste products of industrial developments 
are so serious in respect to its impact on environment, then we 
should be prepared to go to 14 to 16 retainer walls if we have to 
instead of the 2 or 3 that are now being looked at.8 

"There is a serious lack of commu 
nication ... to the point where some of 
the protesters from the outside in the 
north right now are protesting to stop 
uranium period." 

The liaison committee is the second committee we will strike as 
a communications committee with the co-chairs of the economic 
committee involved and one or two people from each of the 
Bands. There is a serious lack of communication about develop 
ments generally, not just uranium, to the point where some of the 
protesters from the outside in the north right now are protesting to 
stop uranium period. These same protesters up there right now 
are the same ones involved as well in trying to stop the leg hold 
trapping. So they are involved as well in trying to stop the tra 
ditional livelihood of the people that the Chiefs represent. And they 
are also saying that we can not get involved in contemporary type 
economic opportunities. So we can not sit by and let people run 

"Chief Robillard insists that we put 
on the agenda as well, mining and that 
we are going to control mining ... a num 
ber of Bands are now selecting poten 
tial mining sites so that we can get on 
with the control of mining." 
over us like that, whether they are pro-developers or anti-develop 
ers. We are going to make a choice about how things are going to 
move ahead. 

Chief Robillard insists that we put on the agenda as well, mining 
and 'that we are going to control mining. We are not looking at just 
the contracts and the employment opportunities, but a number of 
Bands are now selecting potential mining sites so that we can get 
on with the control of mining. 

So ladies and gentlemen that's about it for highlights this after- 
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noon and where we're headed. We have agreed with the Chief 
here that in Wollaston we will go up to a Band meeting, we will go 
up to Stony Rapids with the Chief and Council to a Band meeting 
there. The same with the other Chief who is not here today, Chief 
Mercredi of Fond du Lac. We will go up there and meet with them. 
Eldorado and the Chief and Council from Wollaston will get into 
immediate discussions next week. There has been a breakdown in 
communications between the Band and the company, so they will 
deal with that very openly and frankly amongst themselves next 
week. But we will be going up to the Bands and workshop with the 
Band generally. So if you have any questions feel free to ask them, 
ask the Chiefs any of the questions you may want to put to them. 
We want to be able to set the record straight too because we have 
had the media printing messages from everybody except the rep 
resentatives of the people in the north, and that's the Chiefs we 
have here. So if you want anything in terms of information about 
the developments up there and what's expected of those devel 
opments, then the Chiefs are here to answer as well. 

Reporter: This committee you formed which the Band members 
will sit on, the companies will sit on it as well? 

SS: Yes, federal and provincial governments. 

Reporter: Why all of a sudden now? Have these negotiations been 
going on for a long time? 

SS: We have been involved in the planning some time ourselves 
with our chiefs and the District Council, and the FSIN economic 

"We do not want anyone exempting 
themselves when it comes to the bot 
tom line of accessing money towards 
Indian development.'' 
commission and industries only felt the need to come forward now 
I guess, because of some outside pressures, outside elements and 
that some pressures were there a year ago when there was some 
lobbying being done in Europe. We told industry and governments 
alike that we want to sit down and discuss it formally but we do 
not want anyone exempting themselves when it comes to the bot 
tom line of accessing money towards Indian development. At the 
Band and community we want to know what the benefits are going 
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to be in real terms to Indian people. So that's the stage it is at, at 
this moment. We are not going to be preoccupied with protesters 
because those same protesters from the outside, like I say, are 
also protesting in Europe and across the country now with Green 
peace opposing our traditional livelihood in terms of fur, hunting, 
trapping, that includes the Wildlife Federation. They might be wise 
to get on our side pretty quick. 

"We are hoping that the economic 
committee will come out with a com 
prehensive agreement.'' 

Reporter: Could you just sum-up what you hope this committee 
you developed this afternoon will achieve or is working towards? 

SS: We are hoping that the economic committee will come out 
with a comprehensive agreement that will direct fiscal resources to 
community development and benefits for our people in the com 
munity by Band, and the Bands collectively in the north. 

Reporter: And this is from uranium mines in the north? 

SS: That's the focus today. Previous sessions we have had were 
on forestry, and we are also having a series of sessions right now 
on trapping, hunting, fishing and gathering. 

Reporter: Does this mean that the Chiefs of northern Saskatche 
wan are prepared to accept uranium development on northern 
Saskatchewan? 

SS: Do you want it from the Chiefs or do you want it from me? 

Hector KKailther (HK): For that it depends on my Band mem 
bers. I've been sent down and now have a few questions for them, 
so I'll wait till I get back to them and then I'll answer you. 

SS: Did you want him to outline his expectations from the devel 
opment? 

HK: Well, it's pretty hard for me to say all these things here right 
now, but these things should be done in the first step. We have to 
outline all these items here, that's a good step for me. As for 
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SINCO Trucking hauls uranium to Saskatoon from the three 
operating mines. Some SINCO trucks were in the 22 truck convoy 
going into the mine right after the blockade was lifted. 

myself, that's what I'm for, I'm for employment. I'm not Chief for 
fighting with government or protesters or something like that or 
whatever, so as I stand now depends on my Band members. 

Reporter: There have been letters coming from the Lac La Hache 
Band which say you want uranium mining in northern Saskatche 
wan to stop you don't want Collin's Bay B-zone to go ahead. Do 
you still hold firmly to that position or are you prepared to see what 
could come out of the work of this committee? 

HK: Well, like I say, it depends on my Barid members right now. 
What I told them last couple days, and we're having meetings last 
three days in my Band this whole thing. So I broke down the block 
ade last couple days for this meeting right now. So I hope they 
understand and I hope it runs well from there. 

Reporter: Are you going to be suggesting to the Band that they 
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hold off on the blockade for the time being or are you going to set 
the blockade up again? 

HK: That depends on them. 

Reporter: OK, when will they make a decision do you know? 

HK: Well, its pretty hard to say, ask these questions right away, 
like I say, it depends on my Band members there. 

Reporter: OK, we've heard that the blockade might come up again 
tonight. Do you think it will be back up again or not? 

HK: Well, they're waiting for my word right now so I hope I get 
back tonight and explain all these things and I hope they under 
stand. 

Reporter: What will you recommend, that it goes up or not? 

HK: Well, like I say it depends on my Band members. 

Reporter: What do you think? Obviously you agree to this idea of 
the economic committee being established, so? 

HK: Yes, I agree with idea about this thing but these things should 
have been explained to the Band members before. The first time 
they started mining my local people didn't want mines to operate 
in all the area. That's about 12-15 years now. Local people didn't 
get recognized or listened to. 

Reporter: I get the impression though, just from hearing Mr. San 
derson and now you, that if the committee agrees to do what you, 
you know if you negotiate some certain things as far as trapping 
and fishing and access for example, you wouldn't mind uranium 
development if as long as those things were agreed to, is that a 
fair assumption? 

HK: It's a fair assumption for myself, ·but it depends on my Band 
members. 

SS: We want to deal with the environmental protection matters as 
well, as part of the whole development strategy. We don't want, 
like I say we're not in the business to support pro-developers at 
the expense of everything, there's a limit to everything, not just 
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uranium development. I don't know if you got the Chief's point, but 
he was trying to express to you that both industry and govern 
ments have ignored them and have no respect for their Chief and 
Council's direction and position on this point. That's what he was 
trying to explain to you at the end of his comments there, and what 
he said is all this should have been in place before they moved 
ahead with the developments. 

Reporter: If the working committee provides some satisfactory, I 
guess revenues that might come in, are they prepared to see uran 
ium development go ahead, you know of course keeping into 
account the environmental considerations as well? 

Chief Roy Bird: OK, what I am here for is, I was not involved in 
that protest, but I understand what Hector's trying to do, he said, 
"We are not trying to close the mine but for the long run you see 
that you take care of that mine real good and keep caution of what 
they are doing in the long run, it would hurt our environment and 
wildlife. And I would like to see these mining companies come to 
our community and tell the people what they are doing at Rabbit 
Lake, we have not had that for a long time." I told them today, tell 
me where this thing all started? 

"We have to talk about dollars and 
cents, that's the bottom line, that's 
why we're here." 

.. :!: 
•" 

,' 

Reporter: Have the mining companies agreed to what you're talk 
ing to us about this afternoon? 

SS: All except one so far and they're going to get back with us 
tomorrow morning. 

Reporter: Can you mention names? 

SS: Well I think it's the one that stands the most to gain, I will put 
it at that, like I told them but I do not see any of the companies not 
wanting to get involved. 

Reporter: It would mean the transfer of some of their revenues to 
the Indian Bands is that what we are talking about here? 

SS: We are talking about the bottom line being dollars, yes, for 
Indian development, for Indian control. And if it means accessing 
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some of the royalties and taxes before they go to the provinces 
and the federal government, then that is what it means. That's 
simple as that, we have to talk about dollars and cents, that's the 
bottom line, that's why we're here. 

Reporter: So you're going to be agreeing to negotiate that prin 
ciple of sharing some of the resource revenue? 

SS: Well the stage we are at today is we had three hours to work 
at it, and it's basically agreed to in principle by all parties, I would 
say. We have to come back to another meeting, we will be sending 
out a letter, when we will call this initial session to the participants 
today and formalizing commitments to the economic development 
committee and getting appointments made to it. Then we will sit 
down and prepare initial draft terms of reference for the work to be 
done, and we will have to go up to the Bands and discuss with the 
Chief and Council the approach. We expect we should be able to 
get something done in weeks, not months or years because of the 
precedent set by James Bay and Manitoba Flood Agreements and 
so on. 

Reporter: Why was this not started before? 

SS: Why was this not started before? I think the Chief put his 
finger right on it just a moment ago. We did not have the respect 

"They even want us to address the 
protesters. Well, that's some of their 
people, that is not all the Chief's 
people up there, that is some of your 
kind up there that are lacking commu 
nications.'' 
from both levels of the government nor industry to take our direc 
tion and our leadership on these developments on these 
approaches, and that's been sadly lacking up to now. Now they're 
looking to us because they are in trouble. They can not find the 
answers, and we have said we have had them for some time. They 
even want us to address the protesters. Well, that's some of their 
people, that is not all the Chief's people up there, that is some of 
your kind up there that are lacking communications. You give them 
a lot of press by the way, I think you give them too damn much, 
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because they are also trying to cut off our traditional livelihood. 
And some of the people you're going to do not have status in the 
community for leadership. 

Reporter: You're angry at us? 

SS: I am angry at this moment with you people, yes, for that be 
cause I do not appreciate you going to people off the streets and 
dealing with them in terms of their position on issues, not when we 
got the spokesmen ourselves in place to represent us proprerly. 
That is all I can say, that's as far as I will go on it. 

Reporter: Just on that point about the protest up there, do you feel 
that was engineered? 

SS: Orchestrated. 

Reporter: Orchestrated? 

SS: Well, it's orchestrated by the people you publicize, Goldstick 
and Graham. They were in Europe representing our people in 
Saskatchewan, in northern Saskatchewan and all over the place. 
Said they were the Chiefs of Canada from Saskatchewan repre 
senting thousands of people from Saskatchewan and saying they 
spoke for us. Saying that we oppose uranium development and all 
that stuff. At the same time they were over there lobbying against 
the hunting, fishing, trapping rights of Indian people.9 So make up 
your minds who you are going to expose in terms of what needs to 
be said in an honest way. 

Reporter: But they claim they're speaking for the people of north 
ern Saskatchewan. 

SS: I just finished saying we have the people elected to speak for 
Indian people, and let's have the same respect from the media as 
we demand from the governments and industries up there. 

Reporter: Have any figures been batted around? How much 
money are you talking about? 

SS: Well the Manitoba Flood Agreement that you're talking about 
in James Bay is sixty million dollars a year towards the commun 
ities and the James Bay region. That's fifty-five hundred people, so 
many communities. I know that I was involved in a part of that 
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exercise up there with the James Bay Cree and in Manitoba, I am 
not sure but you can check it out very quickly what it amounts to. 
I understand they have some fifty-seven million or fifty-four million 
dollars available just for community infrastructure. 

Reporter: Has any figure been mentioned in Saskatchewan? 

SS: For Saskatchewan, we will work with the committee structure 
and we will talk with the people, what their priorities are and how 
much it is gonna cost and yes we will come up with the figures. 

"We expect industry to go on and 
developments to move along.'' 
Reporter: Have you got a bottom line? 

SS: No, we expect industry to go on and developments to move 
along so we do not have a specific bottom line at the moment. We 
know some of the requirements and demands are there and we 
know there are existing resources that could be co-ordinated for 
that, facilitate that. 

Reporter: Have the companies mentioned a maximum? 

SS: No, we do not have a maximum or minimum at this stage. We 
want it to be an orderly process in place so that we can access 
those resources to those developrnents. Like we said, we have 
had experiences with federal and provincial agreements in the 
past, the Northwestern Northlands Agreement, where they acces 
sed $154 million between 1972 and 1984 for Indian development, 
community development and so on. None of it got there. It went 
somewhere in the north but none of it made it to the communities. 
Now we have a Northern Economic Agreement, we have other 
agreements in place, federal, provincial, but the Chiefs are not 
feeling the impact at all nor are the people. What we're saying is 
we want a specific fiscal agreement, then we will focus on direct- 
ing those resources there. · 

Reporter: What's the government's role in all this? 

SS: Well, we met with Indian Affairs as well and we told them they 
have the lead role in this situation federally, because of their legal 
obligations under the law and that both federal and provincial 
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governments have a legal responsibility as well when it comes to 
rights and resources. So we want to be able to co-ordinate all that 
through the economic committee work and get something focused 
on each of those areas we outlined. 

Reporter: But what if you set up an agreement, let's say with 
Eldorado, and in a year down the road and they say, "Sorry, our 
profit does not look good this year." 

"If uranium wants to flourish and 
develop, they need our help, they need 
our support.'' ' 
SS: Well that's the nature of development, if they are going bank· 
rupt, then everybody goes bankrupt. That's our point, if uranium 
wants to flourish and develop, they need our help, they need our 
support. If it is not there then they lose too. And if the company's 
not profitable, nobody benefits. That's a clear message to all of us. 
But where they are making profits we want a share of it. 

Reporter: Is this the new community system now, for every new 
mine that comes on stream, even a gold mine for example? 

SS: Yes, the Chiefs started with forestry. I do not know how many 
meetings they had with forestry . 

. / "Where they are making profits we 
want a share of it.'' 
Reporter: Can you identify who is on the committee? 

SS: Not at this moment. 

Reporter: In terms of which department of government and com 
panies? 

SS: No, we did not get to that stage. There is the mining company 
association, uranium mining association. I imagine they would 
want representatives, but leave it to them to appoint these repre 
sentatives. 

Reporter: Are you looking at cash flow? 
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SS: The cash? We are looking for something immediate, yes, 
definitely. That is why the Chiefs are here. 

June 21, 1985 

OFFICIAL REPORT 
(HANSARD) 

CANADA 

VOLUME 128 NUMBER 130 1st SESSION 33rd PARLIAMENT 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

L\C L.-\ H.-\CHE JNDI.-\N BAND - EFFECT OF URANIUM MINING 

Mr. Jim Manly (Cowichan-Malahat-The Islands): Mr. 
Speaker, in the last few days Indian people from the Lac la 
Hache Indian Band, and environmentalists, have blockaded 
the road to the uranium mine at Wollaston Lake operated by 
Eldorado Nuclear Ltd. 

The uranium deposits at Wollaston Lake are among the 
largest and richest in the world, and Eldorado Nuclear plans 
to keep mining there for at least 20 years. Then Eldorado will 
leave, but it will not take its garbage with it. Indian people will 
have to live with radioactive pollution for generations and 
generations. 

Indian people take very seriously not only their aboriginal 
rights but also their aboriginal responsibilities to take care of 
the land for future generations. 

As inhabitants of planet Earth, we desperately need to 
realize that the struggle of the Lac la Hache Indians is also 
our struggle. We too have a responsibility to preserve the earth 
for future generations. The mining and the pollution must 
stop. 
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Statement By Pinehouse Mayor 
George Smith, August 7, 1985'0 

We're against the uranium mines for sure, but just how are we 
gonna stop them? That's the problem. 

No matter how hard you try to explain to the government that 
uranium mines are not doing any good for us and not employing 
our people and not giving us any benefits, they always make it 
sound good in some way, like they'll give jobs. But that's just a line 
of bullshit because we don't get the jobs or anything out of it. Most 
of that money is going out to the south and very little is coming 
back to the north. The mining companies just care for themselves. 
That's all. They don't give a shit about the people. They just try to 
pretend there's jobs for us. 

They have all the power. They said the road block was caused 
by outsiders and not the residents of Wollaston Lake. I know damn 
well it started with the people of Wollaston Lake because I was in 
Wollaston at the end of April and there was 250 people in their Hall 
and they were saying they don't want uranium mines. They never 
did want uranium mines but it went ahead anyway. They feel 
powerless. Their leaders and their Chiefs all have to get together 
and make up their minds whether they're all going to be against 
uranium mines or else for it. The Chiefs get trucking and other 
things so they're pretty quiet about it. 

The arbor made by the blockaders at the mine gate. The photo was 
taken a few days before mine staff knocked it down in late July, 
1985. 
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Saskatchewan Association of Northern Local Governments 
</o GENERAL DELIVERY, PINEHOUSE, BASK. 

SOJ 2BO 
Phone 88'-2030 

11 July 1985. 

Sid Dutchai<, 
Minister Responsible for SMDC. 
Legislative Building, 
Regina, Sask. 

Dear Mr. Dutchak, 

At a meeting of the Saskatchewan Association of Northern Local 
Governments on June 26th, 1985, the Mayors and Councillors of 
many northern communities discussed the uranium developments 
proposed arid under construction in the Wollaston Lake region. 

We continue to support the community of Wollaston. The following 
motion was unanimously passep. 

11SANLG is opposed to uranium mining because we get no 
benefits from the mines and because of their after-effects 
on the health and environment of people of the north." 

As minister responsible for SMDC you must begin to recognize 
the position of northern people on this issue. 

Sinc~eely, 

/: J,l! !.Ii . 'V. 
l5rg h, Pt,;, pe r son , 

c.c. Grant Devine, 
Neil Hardy, 
Hector Kkailther, 
Jonas Hansen 
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A Critique 

This critique is limited in scope to only a few aspects of the 
gathering and blockade. 

Why was Eldorado Nuclear Ltd. able to triumph so easily? An 
important part of the answer is the opposition's lack of 
resources. This is especially true for the native people, but also 
for the non-native anti-uranium movement. There is not a single 
person in Saskatchewan, or Canada, who has a salary to work 
full time against uranium mining. Considering that there is more 
uranium mining activity in Canada than any other place in the 
western world, this is a sorry state of affairs. 

With regards to the blockade action itself, lack of preparation 
for arrest was an important factor. Dean McKay from the Mon 
treal Alliance For Non-violent Action wrote after the blockade, 

If there was an arrest situation the lack of preparation could 
have created a feeling of disempowerment when this should be 
empowering. If, in fact, one of the reasons for discontinuing the 
blockade was fear that people weren't prepared, it's clear that 
lack of preparation can make us defeat ourselves. I'm not saying 
that the discontinuation was a defeat (I don't know). I'm using it as 
an example to illustrate the importance of organization. 

The following essay by Jack Ross discusses a number of 
aspects of non-violence in more detail. 

In a broader context, the issue of uranium mining can not be 
separated from the issue of how Indian people are treated in 
Canada. A stop to uranium mining alone is not the solution to 
ending poverty in the north. Humane and environmentally 
sound forms of economic survival need to be implemented. 
More support must be given to community based Indian land 
claims and development projects. The term "community based" 
is used to distinguish from neo-colonialist activities of groups 
such as SINCO. 
Non-native Canadians especially have to realize that the 

Canadian government treatment of Indian people is inhumane. 
No matter how good and honest the intentions are ofa Chief and 
Council, they simply can not make significant progress under the 
current arrangement. One of the problems is that traditionally, 
the extended family or groups of families choose representatives 
to participate in decision making that involves a larger group. 
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But, the only authority the government recognizes on a reserve 
is a Chief and Council elected by the government's rules. The 
election system has been imposed from the outside without par 
ticipation of the people effected. 
The biggest barrier to improving reserve conditions is that the 

Indian peoples' needs are decided by urban based government 
bureaucrats rather than at the community level by the people 
themselves. The federal and provincial governments make all 
major decisions, such as those dealing with education and local 
resource use, including mining. There is rarely any encourage 
ment of community input. 

A good illustration of this point is an exchange that took place 
at a meeting on April 11, 1985 between the Lac La Hache Band 
administration and the federal Department of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development (DIANO). The major point of discus 
sion was the new Band budget. A DIANO official presented a 
detailed, already determined budget. Chief Kkailther responded 
by stating that the Band members must be involved in planning 
it. The highest ranking representative from Indian Affairs 
responded calmly and coldly that, "There are few areas open for 
negotiation." 
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Gandhi At Collin's Bay 

By Jack Ross, October 30, 1985 

The blockade on the road to the Collin's Bay mine was refer 
red to in pre-event publicity as nonviolent. In actuality no 
physical violence occurred in addition to that which the mines 
perpetrate on a daily basis with their radioactive wastes and 
environmental destruction. There were specific prohibitions of 
alcohol, drugs and firearms, and these were observed. There was 
some discussion of nonviolence during training sessions and role 
playing of potentially violent situations. Beyond this, the nature 
of nonviolence, as philosophy or theory received little attention. 

It was evident in our behavior and in our expressed thoughts 
in our final evaluation that there was considerable disagreement 
about goals and methods. We dealt with these more or less suc 
cessfully as they occurred. Certainly the situation that we found 
ourselves in was not conducive to long discussions about philos 
ophy. We dealt with immediate problems and not much with 
abstractions or principles. 
Now that the event is over it is appropriate to take a longer 

look at our actions in light of the nature ofnonviolence. My goal 
is not to compare what we did or did not do with some ideal. I 
think that would not be constructive. Actual human behavior 
always falls short of the ideal, especially when looking back. 
Rather, as a way to begin a dialogue about protests and block 
ades of the future, I shall use a review of the principles that 
Mohandas Gandhi came to see in 1930 as central after 40 years 
of experience. There will be some casual evaluation, but the 
main intent is to stimulate analysis. 
Gandhi himself viewed his understanding of nonviolence as 

incomplete. He titled his autobiography "The Story of My 
Experiments With Truth". He never wrote a final theory but 
continued his explorations until the end. Nevertheless, certain 
topics kept coming up throughout his amazing career. I have 
selected one version of principles that he·requested as vows of 
his most devoted followers, the members of his ashram (com 
munity farm). This then is something of a statement of the 
requirements for perfection. Do we want to make that sort of 
demand of ourselves? Gandhi asked for this perfection from 
many but accepted less in practice. Where do we fit in this range 
of possibilities? 
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Jack Ross, peace activist and retired sociology professor, ·pa;tic{~ 
pated in the blockade and the SAND tour. 

"Outside of some practical matters concerning organization, I am 
mostly concerned about the nature of nonviolence and the tactics 
that are called for in an unbalanced bicultural situation." 

- Jack Ross, June 24, 1985. 

These principles are: Truth, "ahimsa," chastity, and nonpos 
session. These four were selected by the editor of "Nonviolent 
Resistance," B. Kumarappa from a longer list by Gandhi that 
includes fearlessness, palate control, nonstealing, bread labor, 
equality of religions, anti-untouchability, and "swadeshi" (mak 
ing and using local goods). These others would be instructive 
too, but I think the most important issues are raised by consider- 
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ing only the first four. As well, I will make a comment on "swa 
deshi." 

Truth 
This was a basic concept for Gandhi. He sometimes expressed 

it in religious terms: God is Truth, and Truth is God. The indi 
vidual who practices "satyagraha" (i.e. truth-force) must have a 
wholehearted and selfless devotion to truth in thought, speech 
and action. Gandhi did not draw back from this conviction 
when faced with the fact that individuals define and pursue God 
and Truth in different ways ( or that they pay attention to 
neither). His view was that those who take the wrong path even 
tually stumble. "God as Truth has been for me a treasure beyond 
price ... " 

I think that our experience at Wollaston exhibited a consider 
able implicit agreement with the principles of Truth and a desire 
for consistency of principle and action. Perhaps it is inherent in 
a group assembled for a single event from different places and 
different cultures that not much effort is put into exploration of 
abstractions like Truth or God, or alternatives. A close look at 
the way Gandhi trained participants as diverse as Muslims, 
Hindus, Sihks, Pathans and Christians in his campaigns would 
be revealing. It would show, I think, great efforts at actually 
living life by principles, communication of views and beliefs, 
and especially disciplined simplicity. At the same time he was 
tolerant of differences. The concept of Truth became a way of 
finding common ground for those of differing cultures, religions 
and systems of belief. Would an explicit focus on Truth serve us 
as well? How might exploration be done between such very 
different cultures and languages? 

"Ahimsa" - Nonviolence 
The word "ahimsa" is literally and narrowly translated as 

"nonviolence" though I have also used the term "nonviolence" 
to refer to the totality. By "ahimsa" Gandhi refers to both the 
practice of noninjury to any living things, and to thoughts and 
intentions that lead to noninjurious acts. "Ahimsa" implies not 
only not initiating injury of another but to not respond to 
violence with violence. It includes not acting in a way that pro 
vokes violence. "Ahimsa" implies defenselessness. It also means 
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voluntary poverty, for Gandhi believed that owning more than 
needed or eating more than needed is violence to those that do 
not have enough. Gandhi saw "ahimsa" and "sat" (truth) as 
integral and intertwined, but also that "ahimsa" is the means 
and Truth the end. 

It seems to me that most of us at Wollaston Lake had some 
grasp of the principles of noninjury, though we did not inquire 
very far into it and would have uncovered many differences 
among us if we had. Meat eating vs. vegetarianism would have 
been an issue. Obviously none of us went as far as the Jains, 
whom Gandhi may have had in mind when he discussed the 
practice of noninjury, such as wearing face masks to avoid 
ingesting insects. What about insect repellent? Most of the Jain 
practices seem ludicrous to us. They come close to totally 
immobilizing a person from an active life. It must be said that 
Gandhi and his followers themselves failed to attain their own 
ideals, yet were criticized for even their modest efforts by the 
political pragmatists for going too far. 

Our actual behavior was comprised of a stated willingness to 
not injure and to not respond violently so far as physical acts 
were concerned, but some made overt provocative gestures and 
used provocative words toward police, guards and Eldorado. 
Also, we practiced destruction of property. One heard "some 
property has no right to exist." Getting to agreement on this one 
would take a very long time. Is it fundamental enough that we 
should take whatever time it requires? 
Gandhi frequently called off events in which provocation was 

practiced. It is useful to speculate about how our actions 
measure against his standards. I for one would like to know how 
Band members, who use firearms in hunting, understood the 
prohibition on their presence and use. Those of us for whom 
arms prohibition is a needless requirement, since we don't know 
how to use them and never think of them or possess them, have 
much to learn from those who do use them normally and choose 
not to. 
For me, this brief discussion of "ahimsa" raises two main 

abstract questions. The first concerns asceticism (denial of mate 
rial satisfaction). Gandhi was an ascetic in the Hindu tradition, 
though certainly not as a total vocation as is found among Hindu 
sects of several sorts. Asceticism is quite foreign to us, although 
there are plenty of precedents in Judaism and Christianity. I 
think it is quite possible that we would have been willing to 
undertake this sort of search for purity and perfection, if a reason 
for it could be established. But this is a big IF. Gandhi, however, 
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"My life is my message" -- Mohandas Gandhi (above), one of the 
most imporatatn non-violent peace activists of the 1930's. 

was adamant about this and persisted in it. And some would 
claim that he succeeded because of it. Asceticism in modern life 
is foreign in a consumer society that thrives on indulgence, even 
narcissism. This modern rejection of it constitutes the basis for 
appeal of many modern cults that honor its absolute demands. 
The second question that I have concerns the notion of obedi 

ence or authority. What a strange word obedience is to us! The 
leaders selected by Gandhi himself had great powers. They could 
ask participants to withdraw. They could negotiate indepen 
dently of members. They could select or change goals. Their 
means . were always patient reasoning and interpretation, and 
particularly, exemplification of the principles of nonviolence. 
Yet these leaders required obedience, particularly in the active 
phases of a conflict. I stress the word "obedience" and not "dis 
cipline" though the later, learned selfcontrol in a social role, was 
an integral part of the training of a "satyagpahi." 
The Wollaston group was fairly disciplined, insofar as individ 

uals gained some understanding of what was to be done and 
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acted in the pursuit of group goals. There were some departures 
from this discipline on the basis of imperfect understanding of 
what was to be done or imperfect agreement on tasks. Lack of 
clarity due to difficult communications was common. Any poss 
ible discipline easily breaks down under such conditions. There 
was also much impulsive behavior without reference to the input 
of others. So, in several dimensions there was lack of discipline. 
Of obedience there was none because there was no-one to be 
obedient to, except the decisions of the Chief regarding major 
strategies, to which we had given deference in advance. We did 
not in fact discuss the issue of formal leadership, other than 
agreeing to some affinity group leadership that was imperfectly 
understood. Perhaps more significantly there was explicit rejec 
tion by some of authoritarian structures of all kinds. We have a 
lot to discuss here. Regarding obedience the gap between us and 
Gandhi is very wide indeed. 

Chastity 
Of all the principles that Gandhi insisted on he had the most 

trouble getting this one across. I wonder how a discussion of it 
would have gone at Wollaston Lake. 
Nevertheless Gandhi insisted on chastity. His word was 

"brahmacharya." It is useful for us to consider his reasoning. He 

Jack Ross at the mine gate on June 14, 1985, the first day of the 
blockade. 

"I think that there was a lot of disagreement on what nonviolence 
means. I felt very threatened by my fellow blockaders who repeat 
edly engaged in copbating, There was a lot of hostility on our part, 
depending on the person and the situation. To me nonviolence 
should mean the expression of love for the opponent while oppos 
ing their values· and positions. I can understand somewhat why 
this hostility existed, but I think that those that expressed it so 
openly should have been asked to utilize restraint and to turn their 
feelings into more constructive channels; or to withdraw. And 
there is a more personal issue than the feeling that such hostility 
leads to failure; the more the opposition is bated, the more likely 
I will get a lump on the skull." 

- Jack Ross.dune 24, 1985. 
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thought that a person who was wedded to pursuit of Truth could 
have nothing to do with gratification of the senses. Realization 
of Truth through self-gratification was a contradiction in terms. 
Marriage requires total devotion of husband and wife and exclu 
des total devotion to universal love. Gandhi's own struggles with 
celibacy are well known. The meaning of chastity for nonvio 
lence becomes clearer when we note that both Truth and 
"ahimsa," as defined above, call for complete purity of thought. 
They are inner matters. Control of sensual and lustful feelings 
then becomes the ultimate test. Gandhi extended "brahmacha 
rya" to control of all sensual gratification, particularly eating. 
Fasting, for him was not just a weapon or a source of influence, 
but a means of "brahmacharya." From purity comes effective 
ness. 

Perhaps the notion of chastity is the one area in which modern 
conceptions of nonviolence have departed most from Gandhi. 
So far as religious ideals are concerned, sex is more often seen as 
the ultimate expression of love than as an evil to be suppressed. 
Was Gandhi wrong? How are we to explain some more recent 
successes with nonviolence that made no issue of chastity? Per 
haps it should be noted that all great religions have experienced 
tensions over this issue and have provided uneasy solutions to it 
by such practices as celibate priesthood, phased abstinence and 
orgy, and numerous others. 

We did not discuss or attempt to regulate sensual conduct at 
Wollaston. I have the feeling that it would have been fairly far 
down on our list of priorities if we had. But ultimately the issue 
has to come into the agendas of all longterm 'efforts. 
· Gandhi's boldness and candor about the subject of chastity 
was· unprecedented in his era, and we must eventually come to 
terms with it. His success with nonviolence based upon it cannot 
be denied. 

Non possession 
This means living with faith that actual needs will be met. 

Gandhi believed in owning as little as possible. The person who 
is poor in goods cannot be threatened by robbery, confiscation or 
taxa.tion. Gandhi sought total fulfillment of his wants only by 
wanting less. Furthermore, possession was seen as the temp 
tation of thieves. The society in which thieving was impossible 
could be achieved by meeting all needs, sharing everything and 
eliminating temptation. The human body is also an object that 
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Looking south from the mine gate on June 14, 1985,· on the left 
RCMP Officer Reynolds is standing beside his vehicle. 

The RCMP regularly checked out the blockade area. The intimi 
dating manner in which they handled themselves resulted in harsh 
words being spoken by both sides on a couple occasions. This hap 
pened despite the non-violent nature of the blockade being empha 
sized throughout preparations. 

should be used for the pursuit of Truth and not as a possession. 
Gandhi also believed that non possession of thoughts should be 
practiced. Education should be confined to useful things in the 
service of Truth. 
Nonpossession is perhaps the least controversial and signifi 

cant of Gandhi's principles, relevant more for a way of life than 
for a limited project. The basic principle, I think, is that property 
should not be allowed to stand in the way of our pursuit of 
Truth. I think that we understood this version at Wollaston Lake 
pretty well. The easy sharing of food and property and the 
willingness to go without comforts were taken in stride. This too 
was one of the things that succeeded best between the outsiders 
and the Band members. Still, property did sometimes become an 
issue. It was my automobile. I slept in it and did not like the way 
that the young men from Wollaston sat on my car's hood. We 
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outsiders have a lot to learn from the Indians about the nature of 
property. This too should be on a future agenda. 

"Swadeshi" - Making And Using Local 
Goods 

A note about "swadeshi" in closing. "Swadeshi," making and 
using local goods, was one of the bases of Gandhi's economic 
program. His stress on spinning was supported by his interest in 
the discipline of work, by the need for independence from Brit 
ish goods and by the need for a symbol of unity. He wanted to 
develop self-reliance to achieve independence from British goods 
so that British control could be challenged. 

I would like to call attention to what every third world revol 
utionary economist has had to come to grips with: local produc 
tion for direct consumption is a truly revolutionary force. Could 
outsiders to Indian reserves find some symbolic or substantive 
way to experiment with such an idea? I fear it would be easy to 
be the visiting dilettante on this. Have I underestimated what 
the Bands already do with this? Can Gandhi teach us anything 
here? What can the Native people teach us? If their dependence 

· on government welfare systems was one weak point in their 
ability to sustain radical action against a government corpor 
ation, how can we contribute something to the trend to self 
sufficiency? A big issue indeed. Perhaps it is not for us. 

Concluding Remarks 
This ends my discussion about Gandhi's relevance to the 

uranium blockade. It has been in part a scholarly exercise but 
also one of the imagination. I have frequently thought about our 
evaluation session after the blockade was lifted on June 17th. I 
have also tried to imagine each of the participants I knew and 
have tried to speak to you. I wish we could sit around the wood 
stove in my kitchen and explore it together. Thoughts flow well 
there. Let this essay be one part of the best substitutes I can 
devise for now. 
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Introduction 
On August 1, 1985 a group of 11 people from Scandinavia 

arrived in Saskatoon. The group, who became known as Scandi 
navians Against Nuclear Development (SAND), included repre 
sentatives from Norway, Sweden, and Finland. Amongst the 
group of nine women and two men were four teachers, three 
freelance journalists, a sailor, secretary, artist, and social worker. 
The main purpose of the visit was for the Scandinavians to see 
first hand the effects of uranium mining on the people and land. 
Their three week tour included the communities of Ile a la 
Crosse, Pinehouse, La Range, Southend and Wollaston Lake. 

Saskatchewan uranium accounts for about half of Sweden's 
needs and about a quarter of Finland's. The 12 nuclear reactors 
in Sweden require about 14 tonnes of uranium per year. Accord 
ing to the Swedish government, most of their Saskatchewan sup 
ply comes from Key Lake, although some uranium has been 
contracted for from Rabbit Lake and Collin's Bay. No contract 
documents have been made public. 

Also in August, 1985, Adele Ratt from La Range, Saskatche 
wan travelled to Japan to participate in numerous events com 
memorating the 40th anniversary of the bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, including an international anti-nuclear confer 
ence. Her trip was sponsored by the Japan Congress Against A 
and H Bombs (Gensuikin). 

In September 1985, Rune Eraker and Helge Hummelvoll from 
Norway arrived in Saskatchewan to gather information for a 
multi-media slide presentation. Their final production, called 
•• Iktoms Profeti," was completed in February 1985.' It is a docu 
mentary about the conflict between uranium mining in northern 
Saskatchewan and the traditional Indian lifestyle. The English 
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Adele Ratt speaking at an international anti-nuclear conference 
in Japan August, 1985 (below), left to right: Nick Elmann, 
National Coordinator of KMU, the Philippine May 1st Trade 
Union; Manami Suzuki, Gensuikin; V.C. Mohan, Coordinator of 
Friends of the Earth Malaysia; Adele Ratt. 

··1· 

·- -~. 

it 

translation of the title is "Iktom's Prophesy." Iktom was a Sioux 
legendary figure who warned of what would happen when the 
white man came to North America. The show has toured 
Norway, Sweden, and Finland. It is 50 minutes long and con 
tains 700 slides shown by 4 projectors. 
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- et multimedia-program om 
atomindustriens bidrag til 
~deleggelse av livsgrunnlaget 
til indianere i Nord Canada 

Av Harald Eraker• Helge Hummelv~ll • Rune [raker 

The front page of a leaflet made in Norway. It reads: "Iktoms 
Prophesy - a multi-media program about the nuclear industry's 
contribution to the destruction of the Indian way of life in north 
ern Canada." 
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Scandinavians 
Against Nuclear 
Development 
(SAND) Tour: 
August 1985 

:: 

,,_ 
A CBC TV reporter interviewing SAND members, from-left to 
right, Raimo Long (from Finland), Karin Qvarnstrom (from 
Sweden), and Kia Lundqvist (from Finland) in Saskatoon, August 
3, 1985. Moments latter the group departed for the north. The 
group visited Canada from August 1-19, 1985. 
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The group camped at Cole Bay just outside of lie a la Crosse the 
nights of August 3 and 4, then stayed in lie a la Crosse at peoples' 
homes the night of the 5th. On the morning of Hiroshima Day, 
August 6, Karin Qvarnstrom and Kia Lundqvist were interviewed 
on the lie a la Crosse local radio. 

-1 

The next stop on the tour was the 600 person Metis village of 
Pinehouse, the northern most community on the road to the Key 
Lake mine. Pinehouse Mayor George Smith and Birgitta Ohlsson 
from Sweden are deep into a discussion. 
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" In the uranium boom-town of La Ronge, a small group gathered 
for a public meeting the evening of August 7th i11 the Indian and 
Metis Friendship Center. 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
Commemoration In La Ronge 
On August 8, 1985 SAND members and supporters held a 

vigil in front of the Key Lake Mining Corporation office in La 
Range to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki bombings, respectively August 6th and 9th, 1945. 

CBC radio in La Range interviewed a few members of the 
SAND group and Allan Quandt, a La Range resident, during the 
vigil. Below is a transcript of the radio program aired the same 
day. 

CBC: La Range has visitors from far away in town today but 
they're not here for the fishing or the scenery. Their purpose is 
more serious than that. They're a group of observers and journal 
ists from Sweden and Finland and they're concerned about the 
uranium mining here in northern Saskatchewan. I spoke with 
several of the them in front of the Key Lake mining office this 
morning where they're holding a peaceful demonstration. What's 
your name? 
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Patrik During (PD). 

CBC: And you are from? 

PD: From Germany but I'm living in Sweden. 

CBC: What brings you to La Ronge, Saskatchewan, Canada? 

PD: Because in Europe, Sweden and Germany, we have nuclear 
power stations, and in Germany we have the Pershing rockets, 
and now it's 40 years ago that the Hiroshima and Nagasaki was, 
and Germany also is a part owner of the Key Lake mine. 

CBC: Why are you opposed to uranium mining? 

PD: Because we don't need uranium for energy and it's too dan 
gerous. The risks are too big. 

CBC: Why is it dangerous? 

PD: Because the danger from radioactivity in the waste lasts mil 
lions of years, so our children and people who come after us have 
all the waste and we don't want that. 

CBC: What is your name? 

My name is Maj-Britt Andersson (M-BA) from Sweden. 

CBC: What brings you here? 

M-BA: Many things. We have many problems at home where I live 
with the waste from our nuclear power stations. In Sweden we 
have 12 nuclear power stations. We have many problems building 
big storage areas for the waste under the ocean and deep in the 
ground. That is what we are struggling against at home where I 
live. 

CBC: What is the connection with Saskatchewan in that respect? 

M-BA: The uranium is from here. Sweden buys over 52% of its 
uranium from Saskatchewan. 

CBC: And why are you opposed to uranium mining? 
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On August 8, 1985 a vigil was held in front of the La Ronge Key 
Lake Mining Corporation office from 8 in the morning to noon, - 
the company's business hours. 

M-BA: Because we don't want the nuclear power stations and all 
the waste. And because of the connection between the uranium 
and bombs, it's the same source. And then about the risks. We 
know that you in this country have the biggest risks to take 
because there is radium and thorium forever in the future in this 
country. 

CBC: Who am I talking to now? 

You're talking with Ritva Kovalainen (RK) and I come from Finland. 
I am a photographer and I also do some work for Finnish radio. I am 
here because Finland buys uranium from Saskatchewan. 

CBC: Do you have any problems with that? 

RK: Yes, we have problems with the waste. We don't know what 
to do with the waste we get from the power plants. In Finland we 
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On the far right a reporter from the La Ronge radio station inter 
views Karen Qvarnstrom. La Ronge resident Allan Quandt is 
standing behind her. 

have four power plants. Two of them we bought from Russia and 
two from Sweden. From the ones we have bought from Russia we 
send the waste to Russia but the ones from Sweden we don't 
know what to do with the waste. And also we have heard in 
Finland that there might be some problems here with this uranium 
mining and we want to know what really happens. Now when we 
have been going around and interviewing all kinds of people, such 
as: politicians, writers, workers, unemployed people. We have 
really heard that it isn't so safe as our government has told to us. 

CBC: The European visitors to northern Saskatchewan have been 
joined by several people from other communities in the north and 
from other parts of the province. One of them is a man well known 
for his views on peace and uranium development, Allen Quant. I 
asked him what he thought of this mornings events. 

Allan Quandt (AQ): I think that it's marvelous that these people 
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have come a long way to see just exactly what the conditions are 
here. I think that their concern is the fact that there's nuclear 
development in their country, not related to any military instal 
lations but basically for energy. Because they don't belong to any 
military pacts like NATO and NORAD, but they're concerned 
because of the environmental effects and the effects upon people. 
And also they do feel strongly about peace and it's particularly 
significant because it's the 40th anniversary of the dropping on the 
bomb on Hiroshima. And so I think it's marvelous that they are 
making this attempt to link up with other groups and pay this visit 
to Canada. 

CBC: Do they have just reason for all this anxiety? 

AQ: Well, I think that they do have just reason. They tell us that 
their companies get their uranium from Key Lake. So there's a link. 
And they've asked to go to Key Lake and apparently have been 
denied to go and see the installation. I can't understand this. If the 
Key Lake people feel they haven't anything to hide and run a good 
operation, I can't understand why they don't let them in there. 

CBC: What's your own feeling? Should uranium mining be stop 
ped because of these concerns? 

AQ: Absolutely. 

Swedish sticker reading, "No To Uranium Mining." 
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From La Ronge the SAND group travelled north to Southend for 
a two night stay. 
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011 August 10, when the Scandinavians arrived at the Eldorado 
mine gate, six men i11 four vehicles were waiting. The men would 
not say a word to the group and stayed close to their vehicles. 
Below, Stephanie Sydiaha from Saskatoon (left) and Maj-Britt 
Andersson from Oregrund, Sweden (right). 

" ., 
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In Wollaston 
On August 12, 1985 three SAND members made the following 

short statements on the Wollaston local FM radio station. 

Maj-Britt Andersson (Sweden): 
From the 12 nuclear power stations in Sweden comes very 

much waste every year. Where I live they are now building a big 
storage area for the waste. It is 5 meters under the ocean, then 50 
meters under the ground. There are three big nuclear power 
stations not far from my home. I can see them every day. Below 
the sea in front of them the big storage area is being built. 

At first they built two big tunnels that are 1,500 meters long 
each. And then two big tunnels 200 meters long each, then seven 
tunnels 100 meters long each, and four very big silos. One silo is 
60 meters high and 30 meters wide. In the future, thousands of 
truck loads, each almost as big as your barge here, will drive down 
in the tunnels and put the waste in those caves under the sea. 
After perhaps 40 years they will shut the storage and start to 
pump out the ground water. Then it will be filled up with water and 
then all the dangerous materials in the waste will come out in our 
sea where we want to fish and swim. Those materials are danger 
ous to people for many thousands of years into the future. That's 
one reason why we struggle so hard against uranium and all 
energy you can make from it. They also can make nuclear bombs 
from the waste and these bombs can destroy the whole world. 

I am a teacher and from our class room window my pupils and 
I will see the big boat that comes with all the waste to this storage 
facility. In case there is a big accident from a nuclear power station 
or with the boat carrying the waste the government has already 
given us pills to take. But that can not help us. And we think it is 
very ugly to think of, and to know, that we must have these pills in 
our schools and even in our homes. 

These are some of the reasons why I came here. Our problem 
starts here. Uranium is the source for nuclear bombs and for uran 
ium energy in many countries all over the world. 

Birgitta Ohlsson (Sweden): 
I have been struggling for many years against the nuclear indus 

try in our national organization in Sweden called The Peoples' 
Campaign Against Nuclear Power and Nuclear Weapons. That 
struggle includes of course also trying to stop uranium mining. I 
believe that nuclear development is the most evil, dangerous and 
threatening thing we have in the world right now, and it all comes 
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...~. 
Birgitta Ohlsson and Wollaston children 011 the steps of the Local 
Advisory C01111cil (LAC) office. 

;; 
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from uranium. 
In my home area there are 13,500 inhabitants. We have 

especially been struggling against a planned nuclear waste stor 
age site, the most danqerous waste that comes from the nuclear 
power plants, the spent fuel. It is dangerous for thousands of 
years. Among other things it contains plutonium which is a very 
poisonous material. The waste is so dangerous you can't even 
touch it. All over the world they don't know what to do with this 
waste. The have to keep it separated from all living things forever. 

In Sweden the nuclear companies want to put the waste 500 
meters down into the bedrock in big storage rooms. One day in 
1980 the company came sneaking into my home area to start drill 
ing in the bedrock to find a place to put that dangerous material. 
Nearly all the people in the area were against it when they found 
out what they were doing. First we tried to talk with the company 
and all the politicians but they didn't listen to us. 

So after the drilling had been going on for several weeks we 
blocked the road to stop the water transport that they needed for 
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the drilling. The politicians were still silent. About 200 people took 
turns blockading, 30 or 40 at a time. There were all sorts of people: 
men, women, youth, farmers, forest workers, a lot of teachers, 
doctors, dentists, and so on. After three days the police came. The 
company had called them, but we didn't move. At that time there 
was about 30 of us, including my husband and I. The policemen 
threw us into the snow drifts, but carefully because some of them 
agreed with us. 

Then after a week another teacher and I had to go to court. We 
were found guilty and appealed to the highest court in Sweden. In 
total 25 people had to go to court. We were all found guilty and 
had to pay fines totaling 33,600 Swedish crowns, about $6,000. 
Many people from all over Sweden sent us money and we got 
more than enough to pay the fines. After that the company told us 
they wouldn't put the waste in that place. But they are still drilling 
in other places. In every place people are protesting. 

I believe that uranium mining and the whole nuclear industry is 
a crime against humanity. When the men of power continue to 
destroy our world we have to protest, in many ways. And one of 
these ways is civil disobedience, that is without violence. The 
violence comes from uranium mining. 

Vivianne Johansson (Sweden): 
Also in my home area we have struggled against planned waste 

storage and we have succeeded. The government wanted to drill 
down into the rock and make an underground room where they 
could put the spent fuel from the nuclear reactors. We started to 
guard that area every day and night. We lived in two small trailers 
in different places. At least two people stayed in each trailer. All 
together there were a lot of people who took turns guarding. After 
a while we even got telephone, electric lights, and our own post 
address to the trailers. We started in 1979 and have now guarded 
that area for -five years. Every day four people have been there 
guarding and have now succeeded. The authorities are not going 
to put the waste there. . 

I am very glad to be here and meet the people of Wollaston and 
to see how beautiful it is where you live. Thankyou very much, from 
the Scandinavian group. 
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EldorMines 
tA:URANIUM=BOMB.5 
·-"· § MINING!!! 
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Back In Saskatoon 
On August 16, 1985 SAND members visited the Eldorado 

Nuclear Ltd. office in Saskatoon to request Eldorado's partici 
pation in a public meeting. Eldorado refused and asked the 
group to leave the office immediately. The SAND group com 
plied, though Nicole Laurendeau and Miles Goldstick stayed to 
try and speak to the management. The receptionist directed 
them to, "Please have a seat and wait." Soon the police arrived, 
arrested the two and layed charges of "mischief." The Saskatoon 
CBC television news called the event "a sit in," and did not 
report Eldorado's consistent refusals to meet with any opp 
osition in a public forum. At Eldorado's request, the charges 
were dropped a few days before the scheduled court appearance 
in February 1986. 
Despite Eldorado's refusal to participate in a public meeting 

with SAND, a public meeting was held the evening of August 18, 
I 985 in the Saskatoon Indian and Metis Friendship Center. The 
poster on page 278 was made to advertise the meeting. About 50 
people attended. 
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Swedish version of the international anti-nuclear symbol. 

SAND At Home 
Once the SAND group returned to their homes they spread 

the information they had gathered on the tour. A number of 
newspaper, magazine and book articles were published in 
Sweden and Finland.' Ritva Kovalainen and Kia Lundqvist had 
a full page article published on October 13, 1985 in Hufvuds 
tadsbladet, one of Finland's largest Swedish language news 
papers. They also had three radio programs aired on Finnish 
language radio and one on Swedish language radio in Finland. 
Karin Qvarnstrom from Stockholm produced a slide show that 
has been used by public interest groups in Sweden and Finland. 
The following letter was distributed in August, 1985 to the 

mass media in Sweden by the Swedish members of SAND. The 
letter was written in Wollaston Lake on August 15, 1985. 

At the right is a reduction of a full page newspaper article pub 
lished in the Swedish language Finnnish daily Hufvudstadsbladet. 
The headline reads, Canada: The local people near the mines are 
protesting; the buyer also has responsibility for the uranium. . . 
The text under the centre photo Oil the left is, "The mining com 
pany only cares about money. For them, people are less import 
ant," says Martin Smith. Under the photo Oil the right is written, 
"The uranium mines don't do anything good for us Indians in 
northern Canada," says George Smith who is the Mayor in 
Pinhouse. 
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Open Letter To All Political Parties 
About Uranium Mining In Canada 

In order to form an opinion about uranium mining we, 8 
people from Sweden and 3 from Finland, have for three weeks 
travelled 2,500 km between Saskatoon and the uranium mines in 
northern Saskatchewan, Canada. The whole trip has been paid 
for by ourselves. We rented a small bus, camped or slept on the 
floor in community centres, and made our own food. 

We have continually had the opportunity to speak with people 
at the different places we have visited. Politicians at all levels 
have been interviewed, and we have explained to them why we 
have done this trip. The TV, radio, and newspapers reported on 
us daily. 

Canadian uranium was initially mined to supply the United 
States nuclear weapons program. Since then uranium mining has 
developed into a big industry. Exploration has taken place in 
large areas of northern Canada. The Indian way of life has been 
brutally ignored. Their lives and health are seriously threatened. 

Many Indian people can neither read nor write and therefore 
have difficulties in understanding the danger uranium mining 
presents to all living things for millions of years. Even people 
with "first class" education do not understand the dangers. 
The Canadian government together with foreign companies 

cynically continue mining. Some of the companies are actively 
involved in weapons production. Canadian uranium is sold in 
many countries, including many nations with nuclear weapons. 

Sweden buys more than 50% of its uranium from Canada. 
Many Swedish politicians may be unaware of what uranium 
mining has done in Canada. For example, 17 lakes have been 
drained at Key Lake, which is the biggest mine. This is surely the 

· result of no independent investigation having been done. 
After our trip in Canada's wilderness it is impossible for us to 

accept that Swedish people in our aware country participate in 
taking uranium out of the ground. Uranium mining spreads 
radioactivity that contaminates the Earth forever. The nuclear 
weapons powers get the raw material they need for their missiles 
from uranium mines. Sweden does not contribute to peace by 
importing uranium. 

We demand that the import of uranium be stopped! 
Birgitta Ohlsson, Maj-Britt Andersson, Vivianne Johansson, 
Donald Wallstrom, Karin Qvarnstrorn, Margareta Akerstrom, 
Christine Rognerud, and Patrik During. 
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Afterword: 
Rationale 

And Proposal 
For A Northern 

Development Council 

By Adele Ratt, May 1985 

Rationale 
Northern Saskatchewan is increasingly being controlled by 

southern interests, namely government and multi-national 
corporations. The revenue generated by resource exploitation 
(most of which is taking place on Indian land) is not benefiting 
northern people; and the rate of unemployment in northern 
communities is sometimes 90%. We are all fully aware of the 
problems this has created, such as: violence and crimes of viol 
ence, native people filling up Saskatchewan jails, dependency on 
government social programs such as welfare, family breakdown 
and resulting problems such as alcoholism, wife beating, and 
child abuse and neglect. The list is long. 

There is a need to develop an organization that will ensure 
northerners' control over northern development. 

Proposal 
A Northern Development Council should be elected by a 

majority of all northern community residents and include repre 
sentation from Local Community Authorities (LCA's), Local 
Advisory Councils {LAC's) and Band Councils. 

This elected body will approve all major new developments 
proposed for northern Saskatchewan by government and corpor 
ations; with close consultation with all communities, Bands, 
native organizations and residents of northern Saskatchewan. 
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Consultation should include wherever possible the· views of 
women's groups, youth groups, fishermen, trappers, and elders' 
councils from each community. 
This council will act as a monitoring body for all management 

in the areas of forestry, fisheries, wildlife, land use policy and 
tourism. It should have a policy of promoting self-sufficiency for 
all northern communities, Bands and residents of northern Sask 
atchewan. 

It should work towards these long term goals: 
1) economic independence and self-sufficiency of all northern 

communities and Bands, 
2) land claims settlement for metis and non-status Indians and 

Bands, 
3) protection of hunting, fishing and trapping rights of treaty and 

non-status Indian and.Metis people, 
4) guarantee of aboriginal rights, 
5) meaningful and environmentally sound employment, 
6) guaranteed water quality and environmental protection for 

northern Saskatchewan, 
7) northern control of education and social systems, 
8) restoration of cultural heritage, 
9) social, economic, cultural and environmental security for 
future generations. 
This council should set up and conduct all public inquiries 

into any major new developments being proposed for northern 
Saskatchewan. 

This council should actively seek alternatives to: 
- welfare and social programs, 
- education and health programs, 
- resource exploitation, 
- law enforcement and law making, 
- skills training and employment, and 
- environmentally destructive technology. 
To ensure a healthy, happy, secure and independent future we 

must all work toward educating people and getting people to be 
more socially aware of the issues we are facing in the north. A 
massive education campaign has to be conducted with the view 
to regaining control over our lives and promoting alternative 
lifestyles to the present, fast paced, ecologically dangerous life 
style. 
Northern people want to control their lives. Since the north 

has been colonized, assimilated, technologized, propagandized 
and forced to accept a way oflife and thinking that is destructive 
and suicidal; it is going to take a massive effort and commitment 
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to achieve the goal of survival and independence. 
It is never too late to look deep into ourselves and our lives, 

and ask, "What can I do to change the way things are?" We must 
accept our responsibility to our children and grandchildren. The 
decisions we make or don't make today will affect them for gen 
erations to come. It is up to us to ensure that they have a healthy, 
safe, secure future. It is time to work towards this goal. 

Mother Earth 
My eyes tell the story that has looked upon the 
SPIRIT OF NATURE. 
I have seen the mutilation put on Mother Earth. 
I have shared her sorrow, I have shared her pain. 
I am her flesh, we are as one. 
For me to be without her, I'm lost. 
She is the SPIRIT of my soul being. 
When she struggles from all those wounds 
that have been cut deep into her flesh, 
I SUFFER. ... 

-Adele Ratt, summer, 1985. 
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Abbreviations And 
Glossary Of Terms 
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AECB - Atomic Energy Control Board; the Canadian govern 
ment agency responsible for regulating the nuclear industry. 

B.C. RCUM - British Columbia Royal Commission of Inquiry 
into Uranium Mining. 

Bq - Becquerel; one radioactive disintegration per second. 

Bq/g - Becquerel per gram. 

Ci - Curie; one curie is the number of transformations or disin 
tegrations of one gram of radium. One curie equals 3.7 X 1010 

disintegrations per second. 

DIAND - Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Develop 
ment; the federal Canadian Ministry dealing with Indian people. 

DU - Depleted uranium; uranium with almost all the 
uranium-235 removed, leaving almost pure uranium-238. 

ENL - Eldorado Nuclear Limited; a Canadian government 
owned corporation which mines and refines uranium. 

FSIN - Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations; the admin 
istrative organization for the Indian Bands in Saskatchewan 
recognized by the federal government. 

isotope - An atom of a given element that has slightly different 
physical and chemical properties from other atoms of the same 
element. 

KLMC - Key Lake Mining Corporation. 

LAC - Local Advisory Council; the administrative body for 
villages in northern Saskatchewan. 

pCi/g - Picocuries per gram, or 1 X 10-12 curies per gram. 
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pCi/l - Picocuries per litre, or 1 X 10·12 curies per litre. 

ppb - Parts per billion. 

RCMP - Royal Canadian Mounted Police; the federal Canadian 
police force. 

SAND - Scandinavians Against Nuclear Development; a group 
of 11 Swedish, Norwegian, and Finnish people who made a three 
week tour of northern Saskatchewan in July and August, 1985. 

SANLG - Saskatchewan Association of Northern Local Govern 
ments; an organization representing 22 of the north's 30 Metis 
and non-status Indian settlements. 

SINCO - Saskatchewan Indian Nations' Corporation; a business 
enterprise of FSIN. 

SMDC - Saskatchewan Mining Development Corporation; a re 
source exploitation company owned by the government of 
Saskatchewan. 

yellowcake - The common name for ammonium diuranate or 
uranium oxide (U 308), the marketable product from a uranium 
mill. It is a fine, sand-like, yellow material. 
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The impressive saga of Wtllaston Lake is chronicled in depth 
by Miles Goldstick. It reminds me of an encounter with a group 

I 
of Australian aborigine1/ho came to Europe protesting the rape 
of aborigine holy places by the rapacious uranium industry. 
The aborigines said; 

"Our Gods will take care of those white 
robbers who are mining uranium and trans 
forming it into explosives for the most 
powerful bombs; and in the end they will 
be killed by them." 

Let us hope we can stop the nuclear industry in time before we 
all become victims of their crimes. 

Robert Jungk 

~~~ 

~@~ 
Earth Embassy 
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