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CURRENT SITUATION IN ENERGY 
SECTOR

• No primary energy resources, full 
dependency from imported fuels;

• Huge generating capacities;
• Decommissioning of Ignalina NPP;
• Fossil fuel prices increasing;
• Power plants obsolete and inefficient;
• No links to Western electricity grid;
• Big potential for energy efficiency;
• Certain renewable energy potential;
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Ignalina NPP 
1300 MW1800 
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384 
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Hidro ~ 300 MW;

Industrial ~ 100 MW;

Total Installed Capacities: ~ 4300 MW;
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IGNALINA NUCLEAR POWER PLANT
• Unit 1 commissioned - 1984;
• Unit 2 commissioned - 1987;
• Unit 3 construction stopped -

1988;
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IGNALINA NUCLEAR POWER 
PLANT

• 2 x RBMK-1500 water-cooled graphite-
moderated channel-type  reactors;

• Thermal power output - 4800 MW;
• Electric power capacity - 1500MW;
• Core diameter – 11,8 m;
• Core height – 7m;
• Fuel channels - 1661;
• Control rod channels - 235;
• Reflector cooling channels - 156;
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IGNALINA NUCLEAR POWER 
PLANT

Reactor core

Refuelling machine
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IGNALINA NUCLEAR POWER 
PLANT

Turbogenerator set

Control and monitoring 
system
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Environmental NGO’s 
Against Nuclear

• Dangerous;
• Polluted;
• Unhealthy;
• Expensive;
• Corrupt;
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LIFE CYCLE OF NUCLEAR POWER PLANT
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RADIOACTIVE WASTE 
MANAGEMENT CONCEPT

Very low 
radioactivity 

waste

Low and 
medium 

radioactivity

Long-lived 
waste

Storage Storage

Landfill Near surface 
repository

Geological 
repository

Three flows of radioactive waste
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK
• THE LAW ON NUCLEAR ENERGY;
• THE LAW ON THE MANAGEMENT OF 

RADIOACTIVE WASTE;
• THE LAW ON RADIATION 

PROTECTION;
• THE LAW ON THE DECOMMISSIONING 

OF UNIT 1 OF THE STATE 
ENTERPRICE IGNALINA NUCLEAR 
POWER PLANT;

• PROGRAMME OF THE MANAGEMENT 
OF NUCLEAR WASTE;
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RADIOACTIVE WASTE 
MANAGEMENT PROJECTS

• Projects are related to decommissioning 
of Ignalina NPP;

• Spent fuel interim storage facility;
• Long lived radioactive solid waste 

storage and management;
• Low and medium lived radioactive waste 

storage and management;
• Liquid radioactive waste incineration 

facility;
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SPENT FUEL INTERIM STORAGE
• At Unit 1 accumulated 1785 spent fuel 

assemblies plus 1661 left in reactor 
core;

• Estimated total amount of spent fuel 
assemblies – 18 000;

• Usage of new fuel assemblies – 400 
per reactor, per year;

• Maximal pace of spent nuclear 
assemblies removal from ponds - 102 
per month (1224 per year);
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SPENT FUEL INTERIM STORAGE

New and used nuclear 
fuel assemblies;
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SPENT FUEL INTERIM STORAGE

Storing spent fuel 
assemblies into 
containers;
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LOW AND MEDIUM LIVED 
RADIOACTIVE WASTE STORAGE

9 sites were 
investigated 
in 3 qualified 
areas within 
30 km zone 
around the 
power plant;
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LOW AND MEDIUM LIVED 
RADIOACTIVE WASTE STORAGE

1. Galilauke site; 2. Apvardai site; 
3. Stabatiskes site;
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LOW AND MEDIUM LIVED RADIOACTIVE 
WASTE STORAGE

• 50 storage places;
• 100 000 m3 radioactive 

waste;
• Storage 3 ha;
• Protection zone 40 ha;

• Storing until 2030;
• 100 years active 

monitoring;
• 300 years passive 

monitoring;
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HISTORIC RETROSPECTIVE
• 1984 – Commissioning of Unit I;
• 1986 – Chernobyl;
• 1987 – Commissioning of Unit II;
• 1990 – Independence Proclaimed;
• 1992 – G – 7 Munich;
• 1994 – EBRD NSA;
• 1997 – AGENDA 2000;
• 1999 – EU HELSINKI SUMMIT;
• 2000 – Donors Conference;
• 2004 – EU Accession;
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THREE STAGES OF NGO’s 
ACTIVITIES ON IGNALINA NPP

• 1987 – 1992 Protest Campaign, 
collaboration with foreign NGO’s and 
networks (EYFA, ASEED, OVE, OOA, etc);

• 1994 – 2000 Lobby for Early Closure, 
participation in NGO’s networks (INforSE, 
CAN CEE, FoE Europe, CEE Bankwatch
Network, etc.);

• 2000 – 2006 Work with Local 
Communities and Lobby for Mitigation of 
Social Consequences;
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“LIFE CHAIN” AROUND IGNALINA NPP
• Construction of 

Unit III Was 
Stopped;

• International 
Experts Were 
Invited;

• Commission for 
Investigation of 
Environmental 
Issues was 
Founded;
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Action During Bicycle Tour in 1992
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Lobbying at 
European 
Commission
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Lobbying at 
European Parliament
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Lobbying at EBRD
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Lobbying at EBRD



Stockholm, 5 – 7 October, 2006

Baltic Sea NGO Forum 2006 

COOPERATION WITH LOCAL 
COMMUNITY FOR MITIGATION OF 

SOCIAL CONSEQUENCIES
• Partnership with local NGO’s;
• Partnership with Trade Unions;
• Cooperation with municipalities;
• Experience transfer from other countries;
• Cooperation with similar satellite towns 

of NPP’s;
• Pressure to central authorities;
• Look for investments/grants from abroad;
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LOCAL COMMUNITIES
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LOBYING FOR 30 km ZONE



Stockholm, 5 – 7 October, 2006

Baltic Sea NGO Forum 2006 

Cooperation with 
Similar Towns for 
Mitigation of the 
Socials Issues
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CAMPAIGN AGAINST NEW NUCLEAR 
IN THE REGION

• Governments of Lithuania, Latvia and 
Estonia planning new nuclear capacities 
in Lithuania:
– Dependency from Russia;
– Absence of connection to Western 

electricity grid;
– Common EU Energy Strategy failed;
– Lack of generating capacities in the region 

after 2020;
– Increasing prices of fossil fuels;
– Lithuania willing to remain “nuclear 

country”;
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POSITION OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
NGO’s

• Fundamental arguments why nuclear is 
not acceptable;

• All last nuclear project in Europe failed:
– Mochovce;
– Temelin;
– K2/R4;
– Kalinin;
– Olkiluoto;

• Grid connections with Western countries 
are necessary;
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GRID CONNECTION WITH SWEDEN

Windmill 
Park
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GRID CONNECTION WITH POLAND
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POSITION OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
NGO’s

• Energy Efficiency Increase and 
energy Savings;

• Decentralized CHP’s next to Heat 
Consumers;

• Development of Renewable Energy;
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Primary Net Energy Supply, Lithuania (PJ)
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Lithuanian Electricity Supply Divided in Sources (PJ)
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CO2 emissions from energy consumption,  million tons 
CO2/year
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Thank you for attention

www.atgaja.lt
www.bankwatch.org

http://www.atgaja.lt/
http://www.bankwatch.org/
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